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2006 | OS M eeting and Show Dates

President’s M essage

M eeting Dates L ocation / Facilities

April 23 Orchids by Hausermann, Y ves
Aubry — Orchids of Madagascar

May 21 Orchids by Hausermann

June 11 Natt’s Orchids — Open House

July TBA

August 12 (Sat) Oak Hill Gardens — Picnic

September TBA

October 14-15 Fall Show @ CBG

2006 |OS Board Meetings

All officers and directors are expected to be present. Any
board member unable to attend should notify the President,
Wendy Wesley. Committee chairs are encouraged to
attend. Any society members may attend but, because
spaceis limited, the favor of notification (to the host) is

requested.
Tuesday, May 9 At the home of Barry Lubin
7:30 PM
July 11 TBA
7:30 PM

Editors Note: As new editor of the |IOS newdletter, |
would like to introduce myself, and let you know how
excited | am. The opportunity to give something back to
an organization that has helped me so much over the last
4-5 yearsisaprivilege.

Each month our members contribute letters and
articles to the Orchid Opus, keeping us up-to-date with
events that occur within our society and beyond. If there
is a particular event or topic of an orchid nature that you
would like to see covered, or if you would like to author
an article, please contact me at ioseditor@higrafix.com.

Jerry, with this — my first |OS newsletter — | can now
truly appreciate the effort that you have put forth. Thank
you. You'll be atough act to follow.

-Loren

Wendy Wesley, |0S President

ust a quick reminder to everyone to try to make the next

2 meetings. This is the time of year that we elect new
officers and board members. The people that we elect are
donating their time to the society and are critical for it®
continued success. Please be a part of this process.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the April meeting.

Best Regards,
-Wendy

arry Lubin

Paphiopedilum fairrieanum.

The May newsletter deadline is April 30th. Submit
any news, announcements, photos, comments,
advertisements, columns, etc. to Loren Pollock,

ioseditor@higrafix.com, or mail information to
26 Turnbull Woods Ct., Highland Park, IL 60035.




April Program Notes

Barry Lubin, Program Chair

ur next meeting is on Sunday, April 23, at Orchids
by Hausermann, 2N 134 Addison Road, Villa Park.
Call 630-543-6855 for directions.

The Mentors (newcomers) meeting will begin at 11:45.
This is your chance to ask any questions you may have of
our experienced growers. You can also bring in any plants
with which you are having problems for expert examination
and diagnosis.

The workshop will begin at 12:30. 10S member, Luis
Torres will be speaking about Lights for Growing Orchids,
including the newest technol ogies.

Our featured speaker is Yves Aubry from Quebec. Yves
will be taking us on a photographic tour of The Orchids of
Madagascar. | asked Yves for a short introduction about
himself, and since | could never write a better description |
decided to include what he wrote directly. Yvessaid

“Basically | am an orchid enthusiast, amateur
and nature lover. Orchids allow me to travel
through time, space and culture. What | mean is
when | am seeing a species | try to imagine its
natural environment and the life around it. |
have been fortunate to travel to many places in
the world so | do have enough background to
extrapolate a specific bird species flying over a
specific plant and have an idea of the general
landscape around it. My work is helping me with
that dimension. | am an ornithologist working for
the conservation of different species. | consider
myself as a general naturalist, as an observer,
exploring all type of life in nature.

| have been an AOS orchid judge for the last 10

years or so (I really don't recall when | was
promoted...)with the Northeast judging center. |
really enjoy the company of other orchid
enthusiasts, a real source of friendships
throughout the world. Orchid passion is a real
and positive globalization process.”

Please have your plants in place for judging by 12:30
PM. We will not have member sales. Also, please
remember to bring something for the hospitality table to
share with your fellow members.

Recap of March Activities

March 5 was the date of our bus trip to the Northeastern
Orchid Society Show at the Radisson Hotel & Conference
Center in Green Bay, Wisconsin. Twenty-six intrepid
enthusiasts made the trek. We enjoyed the hospitality of
J&K Orchids on the way, where we stopped for lunch and,
of course, some orchid shopping. We aso made a stop at
Simon’s Specialty Cheese Factory Store — you just can’t go
to Wisconsin without buying some! | am till enjoying the
9-year-old cheddar.

The show featured some truly fabulous displays and a
good selection of vendors. Our display and plants did very.
Itis alleged that some of our members wandered over to the
casino across the hall from the show — what happens in
Green Bay, staysin Green Bay.

The ride home in a virtua blizzard was exciting. We
were all happy that Bob, our driver, was truly a
professional. Many thanks to Felicia for procuring the
drinks and snacks for the ride.

Photos by Barry Lubin

From left to right - Paphiopedilum chamberlainianum, Encyclia randii, Epidendrum pseudoepidendrum.




Omaha MAOC

Lois Cinert, |OS Show Chairman

he Greater Omaha Orchid Society welcomed orchid

societies and orchid growers from across the Midwest,
for their Mid-America Orchid Congress. The lllinois
Orchid Society participated with a display for the show.
Ten of our members sent 43 plants, and we came home with
12 ribbons, and two Best of Class awards. Sue Golan (Cym
Mary Green ‘Spring Wind') and Wilfred Losert (Phal
Hiroshima Fantasy) brought home trophies from the event.
It was along ride, but worth the effort.

The Mid-America Orchid Congress meetings present an
opportunity for all of the member societies to gather and
talk about their membership — programs that are successful,
meeting strategies that work, fund raising, and finding
volunteers. The Affiliated Societies Breakfast is a casud,
friendly forum for discussions of local problems and
opportunities. There is lots of sharing good information
and great ideas.

The actual Members Meeting is a more formal business
meeting, covering issues important to al of the societies in

the Mid-America region. Part of the discussion this time
covered possible changes to the show schedule, and the
myriad of name changes for hybrid orchids.

Thisis an important event, held in the spring and fall, for
our neighborhood societies. We are all within a relatively
close geographic area, and many of the societies
represented there attend our shows, too. One of the new
things the MAOC has available is a CD, with correct
pronunciation of orchid names. This is available for a
nomina fee, to societies and individuals to use in their
education programs. The MAOC is in the process of
updating their website. Good ideas are always welcome.

We will be hosting this event next spring, and all of the
neighbors will be visiting US. We need to prepare to host a
friendly, informative meeting, and a great show. Grow up
your spring blooming plants, and have them ready for April
28 — 29, 2007. Have your best smiles ready to greet our
guests!

Report from the Chicago Flower and Garden Show at Navy Pier

Leo Schordje, Garden Show Chairman

he Chicago Flower and Garden Show March 11 thru

March 19, was a great success! The 10S made an
excellent presence. This year we sent a total of 53 orchids,
thisis 13 more plants than last year and had at least 5 more
exhibitors. Thank you and congratulations, you made a
good showing in the most visible to the public show in the
Chicagoland area. Our orchids were featured on WGN TV
for about 3 minutes on Saturday afternoon, 3/11.
Unfortunately | missed it. A big "Thank You" goes out to
Joel Edwards for watering the orchids during the week.
Thanks to Ann Kotowski and Wilfried Loesert for coming
down to pick their plants up on closing Sunday. A big
"Thank You" to Alex Manuel and Sue Golan for serving as
Judges for the orchids in competition. Yes, your orchids
were judged by experienced AOS judges, though the
standards applied were Garden Clubs of America show
rules.

For the Club Points Contest, Alex Manuel and Sandy
Fuller agreed to give everyone double away show points
for sending orchids to Navy Pier because it is a 10 day
long show, and our plants do take a bit of a beating. All the
plants came back a bit dusty due to al the sand being
moved around on the exhibition hall floor. People who
submitted plants were:

Sue Golan ......cccvverenereee e 9 plants
Bob MacK ........cooevenenineenn, 7 plants
Sherry Maoney .......cceevevveveennene. 4 plants
Barb Schmidtz.......cccccovevveveennee. 4 plants
Alex Manuél .........cccoovvvveeeenennnn, 6 plants
Leo Schordje.......cccovvveeeceeeenennnn, 8 plants
Christopher Campbdll................... 1 plant

Jean Schordje.......ccooveeeeeeieinnnnne 2 plants
Beth Engle (Romeoville) ............. 2 plants
LOISCINert ....cooeeiviiieeeeeeee, 2 plants
Anne KotowskKi ........ccoceeeeeeeiienenne 1 plant

Joel Edwards........ccccoeevvveeereennne 1 plant

Jane Stastny......cccoevvevvvreeeereeiens 3 plants
Wilfried Loesert.......ccoovevvvvvecennns 8 plants

A big thanks to Bob Mack, Beth Engle, Jane Stastny as
this was your very first time showing at Navy Pier and one
of the few times you have shown plants. Thanks.

Best in Show 2006 did not go to an orchid, the winner
was Bill Abel for his magnificent Deuterocohnia
brevifolia, a small bromeliad he collected in Bolivia and
grew into a basketball size mound of plantlets. Really
impressive growing. A couple of the 10OS orchids were in
the running for Best in Show, but Bill® plant really was a
great display of meticulous growing skill.

The Amateur Competition part of the Chicago Flower
and Garden Show has been growing, it realy could
become one of the great competitive garden shows of the
country. Next year | would like to see entries from orchid
society members (I0S & Batavia) top 100. If that were to
happen, it could become an AOS sanctioned show.

Again | want to thank all who participated. Next year |
will do it again, but | would like more help getting plants
down there and back, please let me know if you are
interested in helping out.

Yours,
-Leo Schordje



Controlling Pestsin Your Greenhouse Without Poisons

By Bev Tall. Reprinted from the Jan.,Feb.,Mar 2004 issue of the Orchid Digest

Wouldn’t it be nice to use no
poisons and have few pests on
your orchids? It is possible, if you
attack the problem from severd
different angles. You can take severa
steps that keep working passively all
the time. For example, diatomaceous
earth (DE), available in some garden
stored and all pool stores, (used in pool
filters) helps to stop crawling insects
and dugs. Put some in a sock and
apply to the perimeter of your
greenhouse in side and out by hitting
the wall near the floor; a dusting will
fall out of the sock and create a barrier
which insects have to crawl through to
get into your greenhouse. They ingest
the DE when they clean themselves,
and it damages their digestive track.
This is best done three to four times a
year, since watering washes away the
barrier. Boric acid is also useful as a
dust on the ground for roaches, ants
and slverfish. Ants are a concern
because they can spread aphid from
plant to plant when they “milk” the
aphids (eating the sugary residue they
leave behind). Spraying with isopropyl
alcohol will eliminate them.

When you see aphids, mealy bugs or
scale on your plants, try wiping the
insects with a cotton swab dipped in
alcohol. This works well if your
collection is small. However, if you
have many plants, this can be too time
consuming. In that case, make a
contact spray by mixing 16 oz of
water, 1 teaspoon of neem oil, 2
teaspoons of Formula 409 cleaner and
2 teaspoons of Listerine and apply it on
your affected plants. Garden centers
often carry neem oil in the form of rose
spray. Rose Defense is 90% neem oil
and 10% inert materials. Hydroponic
stores also carry neem oil. Listerine
works as an anti-fungal and anti-
bacterial agent. Whenever | am in my
greenhouse, | carry this bottle so | can
spray aphids, scale or mealy bugs
whenever | see them. It is best to catch
these early, before a magjor infestation
occurs, since they can cause extensive
damage if left alone. They are
especialy destructive on buds since
they stunt the growth of the flower. To
prevent this damage, | move a treated

plant to a specia area where | can
inspect it daily to make sure pests are
staying away. This mix does not seem
to harm buds or open flowers, so a
quick spritz keeps the bugs at bay. If
you find a plant that has been missed
and is thoroughly infested, spray it
completely, including under al the
leaves, and keep it in an area where
you can inspect if every few days until
no pests remain, then put it in its
normal place. Soft scale often burros
underneath the dry sheath on
pseudobulbs; | suggest removing the
papery sheath, and spray thoroughly.
Aphids seem to like the new growth
also, so look for infestation there. This
spray is potent for several days, after
which the neem oil loses its effect.
Neem oil also seems to have a residual
effect after it has been sprayed on the
plants for a period of time, Another il
which can be used is Ecopco, a
combination of clove, cinnamon, and
oregano oils. This oils kill aphids,
scale, meay bugs, wasps, plus
numerous other pests. It is best to use
both of these cils early or late in the
day when there is less light so as not to
burn your plant of flower.

Another approach is to use
beneficial insects to rid your
greenhouse of the pests. These do a
marvelous job, carry no scent or
residue, and can be applied any time of
the day. Lady bugs (Hippodamia
convergens), lacewings (Chrysoperla),
and praying mantis (Tenodera
aridifolia sinensis) can be released in
your greenhouse to prey on harmful
insects. Be sure to screen your vents so
the beneficia insects do not escape
before they do their job. All of these
insects eat aphids, mealy bugs, and soft
scale. They do not touch hard scale,
and don't do a very effective job on
thrips or mites. However, these
predators are very effective and finding
pests you didn't see to spray. If you
have a large collection and don't
inspect each plant weekly, these
beneficial insects can do a wonderful
job for you. Introduce these beneficial
insects on a regular basis (once a
month) and rely on the insect to do the
majority of the work for you; then you

-4-

need to spray on the few infested
plants with the oil mixture. Lady bugs
eat up to 5000 aphids a day and munch
away for a week to ten days. IN
another week you will see small black
insects with orange spots crawling
around your plants. These are lady bug
nymphs which aso are voracious
eaters. You can purchase lacewing
nymphs or eggs. The nymphs go to
work immediately; eggs should hatch
in a week and remain in the nymph
stage for two weeks. They are very
small and are easy to miss, but you will
notice a reduction in mealy bugs and
especialy aphids. Adult lacewings
consume nectar; you'll need to provide
thisif you want successive generations.
Praying mantis stay around for weeks
as they develop from small (half an
inch) to adult size (3 inches), so they
have a longer period when they are
‘working'. Good Bug Poser Med
provides proteins, calcium,
phosphorous, fiber and 14 amino acids
for lady bugs, lacewings and praying
mantis whey there are not enough
pests; they will eat this and stay alive
until needed.

Beneficia nematodes (Steinernema)
are another good option for natural pest
treatment. These are minute worms-
like creatures which burrow into mealy
bugs, aphids, etc and kill them, usually
within 12 hours. These beneficia
nematodes usually are sold for use in
soil, but they can aso be used as a
spray on plants. Distributed in a course
corn meal-like clay, they can be put in
a watering can, spray bottle or pump
sprayer. Nematodes will kill aphids,
mealy bugs, thrips, mites, hard and soft
scale, roaches and sow bugs, so this all
purpose spray is useful for many pests
in your green house and yard. They can
be kept in the refrigerator for severa
weeks. | suggest applying them late in
the day, as they are light sensitive and
seek darkness. Aphids and mealy bugs
killed by nematodes don’t fall off the
plant; you will see the shells on your
plants and may not realize they are
dead until you touch them, at which
point they then fall off.

Anoles (little lizards which can be
purchased at pet stores) are another



good natural predator of crickets and
roaches. They scamper over your
benches and plants and eat the pests.
They do not eat plants however, so
your orchids are safe. The fire-bellied
toad also eats insect pests; these toads
remain on the ground and require some
cover, such as plants growing under
the benches, which help maintain a
good humidity level. You won't see
the toad often, but it is there helping

reduce your cricket population. Y ellow
sticky bug paper helps trap gnats. If
you see bacterial or funga rot on the
leaves of your orchids, cut the rot away
and sprinkle with cinnamon; it stops
the progression of the rot. Cinnamon
also seems to “jump start” the plants
which are not growing at their normal
pace. Another substance effective
against rot is hydrogen peroxide. Use

Plants for Sale

My houseison sale and | will be moving in the near future. | will haveto
sell most of my plants, pots etc. Any one interested in buying some
excellent plants can give me acall at 708-456-4478. There will be some
very good deals and plants on afirst come best choice base. There are a

lot of orchids in bloom now.
Thank you

-Wilfried Losert

an undiluted 3% solution directly on
the plant.

As chemical pesticides disappear
from your growing area, you will
notice spiders setting up webs that also
rid your greenhouse of insect pests.
Other beneficial insects will set up
territories to keep the balance. If you
let nature work — it will!

Don't forget to visit the | OS website at

Paph. maudiae 'Magnificum'.

WWW.10SOC.COM

|OS Board Members— 2004 - 2005

President Wendy Wesley 773-227-6064  (wswesleyl@aol.com)

1% VicePresident (M eetings/speakers) Barry Lubin 847-432-5968  (brlubin@sbcglobal .net)

2" Vice (Home Show Chair) Lois Cinert 630-739-1068  (geolocin@earthlink.net)
39 Vice President (Away show chair) Sandy Fuller 847-991-5434  (gfuller62@comcast.net)
Secretary (Recorder) Sherry Maloney 847-498-0249  (smmal oney@earthlink.net)
Asst. Sec'y (Newdletter Editor) Jerry Garner 847-864-8417  (garnerjl@comcast.net)
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Jim Spatzek 847-498-4638 (jamcam2l@shcglobal.net)
Asst. Treas (Membership/ Dues) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042 (phrag207@aol.com)
Immediate Past President Joe Dixler 847-432-7708 (jmd@dixler.net)

Rich Unger 2006 773-685-2677 (aroma_imp@hotmail.com)
Allison Tribble 2006 773-728-4874  (alisont@rcn.com)

Sue Golan 2007 847-234-6311 (sgolan@aol.com)

Allen Morr 2007 847-501-2532  (0zoneO3@ameritech.net)
Toby Green 2008 847-845-6145  (toby.green@caremark.com)
Barbara Schmitz 2008 773-275-3061  (somalijane@aol.com)

Leo Schordje 2009 847-746-9355  (Ischordje@datafl0.net)
Felicia Cochran 2009 630-889-0084  (fcochran@concentric.net)




ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

[llinois Orchid Society
Loren Pollock, Editor

26 Turnbull Woods Court
Highland Park, IL 60035

ioseditor@higrafix.com

The April members meeting will be held at
Orchids by Hausermann on April 23.
Seeinside for details.



