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2006 IOS Meeting and Show Dates 
 
Meeting Dates Location / Facilities 
August 12 (Sat) Oak Hill Gardens – Picnic, 

Herman’s topic TBA 
September TBA 
October 14-15 Fall Show @ CBG* 
April 27-29, 2007 IOS Spring Show/MAOC, @ CBG 

*Note that our fall show will be our large show for the year 
(normally our spring show). 
 

2006 Orchid Events 
 

Dates Location / Facilities 
August 25-27 Fall MAOC, Lexington, KY 
September 16-17 Wisconsin Orchid Society Show, 

Milwaukee, WI 
September 22-24 14th Annual Chicagoland Orchid 

Festival 
October 14-15 IOS Fall Show, Chicago Botanic 

Gardens 
October 27-29 Blackhawk Orchid Society Show, 

Rockford, IL 
Mar. 27 – Apr. 2, 
2008 

19th World Orchid Conference, 
Miami, FL 

 

 

President’s Message 
Barry Lubin, IOS President 

Goals for 2006-07 
By setting goals, we define what is important to us and whether 
we are progressing toward their accomplishments.   The Board 
of Directors of IOS have defined three major goals for 2006-07.  
I would like to briefly explain what the goals are, why they are 
important to you as a member of IOS, how and why you should 
help to achieve them.   

 
Goal 1:  Attract new members to the society. 

Members are the life-blood of our society.  Serving our 
members through educational activities and support for their 
culture of orchids is the main purpose of IOS.  We need a 
strong membership to provide the talent and resources to stage 
our beautiful shows, afford the best speakers at our monthly 
meetings and contribute toward orchid conservation activities. 

 
How are we doing?  We currently have about 215 members.  

A few years ago, we had more than 500 members.  As 
anticipated, we lost members who did not want to relocate from 
our former meeting site at Oakton Community College to the 
Chicago Botanic Gardens.  With construction at the Gardens 
causing us to be “homeless”, we have not yet rebuilt the 
membership with people who are excited about our return to 
what will be an outstanding facility.   

 
Where do we want to be?  We want to rebuild the 

membership to the 500-member level in the next 2 years. 
 

Goal 2:  Retain existing members and enhance their 
involvement in society activities. 

Members leave the society for many reasons.  Interest in, and 
time available for our hobby ebbs and flows for all of us. We 
must ensure, however, that the society provides as much value 
for as many members as possible to retain their interest and 
participation.  The level of involvement of a member in society 
activities significantly affects the value of membership.   More 
involved members tend to stay with the society for longer 
periods of time.   

 
How are we doing?  Our annual membership turnover (the 

percentage of members who do not renew membership from 
one year to the next) runs at about 30-40%, even in the years 
when the membership numbers were growing.  While the 
turnover will always be significant, there is probably room for 
improvement in our performance.  Level of involvement of 
members is difficult to measure.   Attendance at monthly 

 
Orchid Opus 

Spathoglottis gracillis 



 

- 2 - 

meetings and number of members who volunteer to work at or 
bring plants to shows, are possible indicators.  We will begin to 
monitor these measures and focus on retention. 

 
Where do we want to be?  Targets for increased retention 

and involvement of members will be refined as we improve our 
tracking of performance in these areas.  

 
Goal 3:  Strengthen the financial condition of the 
society. 

The society needs adequate financial resources to provide a 
high level of service to our members.  The difference between 
annual income and expense adds to or reduces our cash 
reserves.  By design, the society holds few assets other than 
cash in the bank.  The cash balance helps to even out the 
seasonal dip in cash income and expenses.   

 
How are we doing?  We missed our spring show this year 

due to construction at the Gardens and incurred additional 
expenses for monthly meeting space.  Membership fees do not 
cover the cost of monthly meetings, our newsletter, and staging 
of shows.  The society relies on member plant sales (IOS 
retains a 25% “commission”), sales of plants and supplies 
(books, bark, fertilizer), donations and other income sources to 
make ends meet.   As a result, our cash reserves are somewhat 
lower than the desired and historical levels.  Our support for 
conservation efforts and the Chicago Judging Center of the 
American Orchid Society have been reduced. 

 
Where do we want to be?  We want to increase cash reserves 

to the levels needed to secure the operations of the society and 
increase our support for conservation and orchid judging.   

 

How can you help?   
We have a unique opportunity to further the achievement of 

our goals through activities that will occur over the next few 
months: 

 
The Chicagoland Orchid Festival will be held on September 

22-24.  We are organizing “recruiting” activities (e.g., talking 
to people about IOS and handing out membership applications) 
at some of the host facilities, as well as promotions for our fall 
show in October.  Arrangements will be finalized over the next 
few weeks, and we will ask for your help in conducting these 
activities.  Please give a couple hours of your time to help out 
with these efforts. 

 
Our fall show on October 14-15 is the premier event for 

introducing the society to orchid enthusiasts.  We cannot 
conduct a show without member participation, both in 
volunteering time and in bringing plants for display.  Sandy 
Fuller will be providing more details for how you can get 
involved.  Please save time in your schedule now.   

 
Our monthly meetings are fun and educational.  If you know 

someone who is interested in orchids and is not a society 
member, invite them to come along.  Guests are always 
welcome.  If you know a member who rarely attends meetings, 
call and encourage that person to come along.   

 
I will report back to you periodically as to how we are doing 

compared to our goals for the society.  If you have questions, 
comments and especially suggestions about how we can better 
achieve the society’s goals, or make those goals more 
responsive to your goals for involvement in the society, please 
talk to any Board member or me.   
 

-Barry 

 
 

July Program Notes 
Barry Lubin, Program Chair - Retired

Paul Passine, IOS member, presented a workshop on the culture 
of vandas.  Paul explained that he gives the plants the 
maximum light available from the fall to the spring.  When the 
plants begin to get a reddish coloration to the leaves in the 
spring, he puts up 48% shade cloth in the greenhouse.  While 
the temperature is warm enough outside, he puts the plants 
outdoors in a shaded area. Paul waters frequently, often daily in 
hot weather, using reverse osmosis filtered water.  He fertilizes 
the plants every time he waters with an occasional flush with 
plain water.  Larger plants are mounted on a wire hanger with 
no pot or potting media.  Small plants are grown in a wooden 
basket with charcoal.  Paul demonstrated how large plants can 
be divided when they become too large or top-heavy. 

 
Our featured presenter was Dick Wells from Hilltop Orchids 

in Cloverdale, IN.  Dick talked about culture of a mixed 
collection of genera, including phals, paphs, phrags, and 
tolumnias.  Dick covered a broad range of growing tips.  For 

example, he uses MSU-formula fertilizer at each watering on 
most genera, but once per month on phrags.  He uses a mix of 
20-25% coconut husk, charcoal, perlite and Metro Mix 380 + 
Coir as the growing medium.  Tolumnias are grown in a mix of 
coconut chips and charcoal.  Dick uses misting to prevent the 
temperature of the leaves of the plants from rising to more than 
87 degrees, or the plants stop growing.  Pests are controlled 
with Tristar (a commercial, and very expensive) insecticide.  
Home growers may want to try Volck Oil at 2 oz/gal to control 
mealy bugs.   Dick recommended that growers take advantage 
of the microclimates in their growing area to help find 
favorable culture conditions to meet each plant’s needs.   

 
Notes for Future Meetings 

 

· Saturday, Aug. 12 – Annual picnic at Oak Hill Gardens 
· Sunday, Sept. 10 – TBA 
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Picnic at Oak Hill Gardens, Saturday, August 12th 
Sue Golan, 1st Vice President

Those of you who are new to the Illinois Orchid Society are in 
for a treat in August. On the 12th, (note that this is on a 
Saturday to allow the family a Sunday away from business) the 
IOS will have its' annual picnic at Oak Hill Gardens in West 
Dundee. It seems like this annual pilgrimage started way back 
in the mist of time so long has it been occurring. It surely is one 
of our most popular outings.  

 

Bring your sack lunch and Greg and Lisa, Herrman and 
Dorothy will provide drinks and desserts. It's so pleasant under 
those big old trees, a real country picnic with a fabulous 
selection of unusual Orchids as an irresistable extra. 

 
Hermann will give a talk on some aspect of Orchid growing 

and there will be plant judging and a plant raffle with a free 
ticket for everone. The fun starts at noon. Directions to follow. 
See you there? 

 
 

IOS Hosting Mid-America Orchid Congress 
Lois Cinert, MAOC Committee

The Illinois Orchid Society was founded in 1952.  It has been 
our practice for many years to celebrate our founding by 
inviting guests from around the area to celebrate with us, at 
five-year intervals.  We have, in the past, hosted American 
Orchid Society Members’ Meetings, and Mid America Orchid 
Congress Meetings.  Our next occasion for this celebration is 
2007, April 26 – 29, and we have been granted the honor of 
hosting the Mid-America Orchid Congress spring meeting. 

 
This will involve meetings and lectures, along with our 

orchid show and sale.  We will need all of your best efforts to 
help make this a success.  There will be lots to do over the next 
eight months, and we will be calling upon all of you as 
members of the Illinois Orchid Society to make your plans now 
to help with this event.  This will involve a commitment by the 
Society to four days of hard work, meeting some great orchid 

growers, friendly people, and fun.  We need your help for all of 
those days. 

 
Orchid growers, societies, and judges from 38 states and 

Canada, and from all parts of the world,  will be attending this 
congress, and we want to put our best foot forward.  Each of 
you has a skill and a talent that we will need for this event.  We 
look forward to finding everyone’s place to shine. 

 
There will be more information on this starting with our next 

meeting.  We will have sign-up sheets for volunteers for this 
event at our fall show, in October, and any time after that.  
Information will be posted on our web page in October.  Please 
think about what you would like to do to help us celebrate our 
55th anniversary, in style. 

 
 

Membership Report 
Felicia Cochran, Membership Committee 

Please extend a warm welcome to the following new members, 
who joined during the month of July. 

· Roger Guimera – Evanston 
· Marta Sales-Perdo – Evanston 

Please be sure to say hello to Roger and Marta at the next 
meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cattleya Leopoldii. Grower: Sue Golan. Fragrant! Paul Passine discussing Vandas during our workshop 
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Illinois Orchid Society Fall Show 
Sandy Fuller, Home Show Chair

I do not know about you, but I am getting excited about our 
Fall Show in October, which will kick off our return to the 
Chicago Botanic Gardens. Please consider helping us to 
make it a successful show. The areas that we will need 
assistance with are: 
 

1. Pre-show preparations – There is some 
administrative work that can be done from home 
if you are unable to help out during the show. 
Contact me for more details if you are interested. 

2. Show setup – Setup will be on Thursday October 
12th and Friday October 13th and we will need 
help skirting tables, marking off display areas, 
setting up hospitality area, setting up supply sales 
table, etc. 

3. Plant registration – We need to have members to 
help exhibiters register their plants. 

4. Exhibitor assistance – This is needed on Friday to 
help the exhibitor and vendors to unload and get 
to their exhibit and sales areas. 

5. Clerks – Saturday morning we will need clerks to 
help with the judging. This is a great way to find 
out what Judges look for to determine whether to 
award ribbons. 

6. Traffic – We need members to walk around and 
keep an eye on the show room area.  

7. Hospitality – We need the hospitality area to be 
staffed to greet volunteers, vendors and exhibitors and 
make sure the goodies are kept stocked. 

8. Plant sales – This is a great way to make sure the 
plants you bring get sold. Be sure to encourage the 
sales of all the members’ plants. 

9. Supply and raffle sales – We will be selling bark, 
fertilizer, books, pins, shirts and raffle tickets. 

10. Re-potting – We provide a re-potting service for the 
duration of the show, so we need several people to 
keep this area going. 

11. IOS display setup – We need help with putting our 
display together. 

12. Giving presentations – We are looking for two 
Speakers to give talks one at 1:00 pm and another at 
2:30 pm on Sunday, October 15th. 

13. Corsage demonstrations – This was a good source of 
income at the last Spring Show and we can provide 
training if this is something you are interested in. 

 
Now is a good time to start thinking about how you can apply 

your talents to help us start our return to the Garden with a big 
bang.  

 

Fall Show Season 
Anne Kotowski, Away Show Chair

As I write this, it is the hottest day of the year. Seems like the 
cool weather will never come. My plants are growing like 
crazy, I just have to remember to water and fertilize them. I 
hope your are growing well, too. Don’t you want to show 
them off? The first opportunity is coming soon. Lois Cinert is 
going to the Mid-America Show in Lexington, Kentucky on 
August 24-27. Sending your orchids with her is easy. First, 
check for bugs, stake the plant for the best presentation, 
water, and  call one of our volunteer drop-offs by Tues. Aug. 
22. 

You can also bring plants to the meeting at Oak Hill, I will be 
there. 

 
Anne Kotowski Elmhurst 630-833-8042  

phrag207@earthlink.net 
Sandy Fuller Palatine 847-991-5434 

sandyfuller@boiseoffice.com 
Sue Golan lake Forest 847-234-6311 

Sgolan@aol.com 
Lois Cinert Bolingbrook 630-739-1068 

geolocin@earthlink 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IOS display at the Batavia Orchid Show in St. Charles, Illinois IOS display at N.E. Wisconsin Orchid Society  
Show, Green Bay, WI 
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Away Shows for 2005-2006 Fiscal Year 
Sandy Fuller, Past Away Show Chair

We were able to attend 9 Away Shows last year thanks to all 
the help from our members. Plants for the shows were 
provided by Betsy Buckles, Lois Cinert, Felicia Cochran, 
Joel Edwards, Beth Engle, Ed Gamson, Sue Golan, Anne 
Kotowski, Greger Larsson, Wilfred Losert, Sherry Maloney, 
Alex Manual, Allen Moore, Claire Papiewski, Laima 

Sahagian, Barbara Schmitz, Sherrie Reddick, Leo Schordje, Jim 
Spatzek, and Allison Tribble. Special thanks to Lois, Felicia, 
Anne, Joel and Sue for helping with the collection of plants, show 
setup and tear-down.  Please continue to support Anne Kotowski 
as she takes over. 

 
 

Member’s Judging Points 
Alex Manuel, IOS Awards Committe

Hello to all!!! Hope you are all enjoying your summer.I would 
like to congratulate again all the winners from last years point 
award. I will see you all in the picnic at Oak Hill Gardens.I still 
have the gift certificates of the following people, which I will 
bring to the meeting next month.1. High, C & J.2. Thompson, 
C.3. Losert, W.4. Dixler, J & R.Don't forget to 

bring your plants for ribbon judging. I would like to see more 
names on the list. If you questions with your points, call or e-
mail me.  

 
Thanks again. 
 
-Alex 

 

Lights/Windows Points 

Bestman, Jim & Jerry 10 
Bricheno, Justine 10 
Cochran, Felicia 1 
Fuller, Sandy 69 
Goodman, Joan 10 
Hall, Julie 5 
Kowalski, Dan &Terri 10 
Kwiatkowski, Cheryl 5 
Lentini, Victor 80 
Maloney, Sherry 36 
Minonne, Fransco 6 
Torres, Luis 88 
Tribble,Allison 38 
Vrabel, Ken 33 
 

 

Greenhouse Points 

Gamson, Ed 16 
Golan, Sue 55 
Passine, Paul 38 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dick Wells speaking on orchid culture during 
our July member’s meeting 

Sandy with her Member Judging Points award! 



 

- 6 - 

 

Board BIOS 
Allison Tribble, Contributing Editor 

I’m sure that you all know Lois Cinert, our Home Show Chairman.  Lois has been performing in 
this capacity on our Board of Directors for the last few years.  She has also been leading most 
Newcomer/Mentor meetings since we’ve been at the Renaissance Hotel while the Botanic 
Gardens has been under construction.  We have the greatest appreciation for Lois’ willingness to 
help the IOS in such diverse yet important ways! 

 
Lois joined the IOS in 1987 when her husband, George, gave her a C. Jose Marti Mother’s 

Favorite for Mother’s Day.  Its beautiful white flowers and wonderful fragrance won her heart, 
and Lois persuaded George to bring her to Hausermann’s.  There she was exposed to the world of 
orchids, and came home with other cattleyas and phalaenopsis.   Joining the IOS shortly 
thereafter, the addiction that George planted took root, and has branched off to lately include a 
fixation with paphs and phrags.  Besides caring for lots and lots of orchids. Lois also spends her 
time with other colorful (and expensive) hobbies like needlework and stained glass.  Lois and 
George also nurture a bevy of grandchildren. 

 
As many of you may know, Lois was very ill during our last show at CBG.  She has very generously agreed to help us again in 

this capacity.  However, she will need more help from our membership so that she won’t be tempted to “over-do”.  We all hope 
you’ll give Lois lots of help to make our show and Mid-America Orchid Conference at the CBG HUGE successes!  You’ll be 
called to serve our society for this important event in April 2007. 
 

Have Excess Orchids? 
Walter Zielinsky, Plant Sales Committee 

The IOS will try to sell your plants at our shows. All you have to do is bring the plants to the show and fill out a registration form. 
Give as much information as you can about the plant, especially color. You will also need a log number for each plant. Log 
number are available at the show or contact Wally Zielinski at 847-587-5534 or wallyzzz@earthlink.net. All plants not sold must 
be picked up at the end of the show. 25% of the sales price is kept by the IOS. 

Want to pickup some good orchids at a reasonable price? Come and see the IOS sales table at the fall and spring show. 
Members bring in excess plants to sell at prices about half of retail. The sale of these plants give members room to buy more 
plants and helps the IOS. This is a chance to pick up some real bargins. Many divisions of fine plants can be found including 
awarded plants and many fine mericlones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kefersteinia lojae. Grower: Joe Dixler 

Member’s plants judging table at the July meeting 
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IOS Board Members – 2006 - 2007 
 

Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30): 
President  Barry Lubin 847-432-5968     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 
1st VicePresident (Meetings/speakers) Sue Golan 847-234-6311     (sgolan@aol.com) 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Sandy Fuller 847-991-5434     (sjfuller62@comcast.net) 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042     (phrag207@aol.com) 
Secretary (Recorder) Beth Engle 815-886-4953     (hortpotter@wmconnect.com) 
Asst. Sec’y (Newsletter Editor) Loren Pollock 847-219-0718     (ioseditor@higrafix.com) 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Jim Spatzek 847-498-4638     (jamcam21@sbcglobal.net) 
Asst. Treas (Membership/ Dues) Felicia Cochran 630-889-0084     (fcochran@concentric.net) 
Immediate Past President  Wendy Wesley 773-227-6064     (wswesley1@aol.com) 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Walter Zielinski (to fill a vacancy) 2007 847-587-5534     (wallyzzz@earthlink.net) 
Allen Morr 2007 847-501-2532     (ozone03@ameritech.net) 
Toby Green 2008 847-845-6145     (toby.green@caremark.com) 
Barbara Schmitz* 2008 773-275-3061     (somalijane@aol.com) 
Leo Schordje 2009 847-746-9355     (lschordje@dataflo.net)  
Joe Dixler (to fill a vacancy) 2009 847-432-7708      (jmd@dixler.net) 
Luis Torres 2010 847-303-6838     (mrltorres@hotmail.com) 
Lois Cinert 2010 630-739-1068     (geolocin@earthlink.net) 

 
 

 

Not for Profit 
Jim Spatzek, Treasurer 

Many of our newer members may not realize that the Illinois 
Orchid Society, Inc. is a not-for-profit 401(c)3 corporation 
recognized by the IRS. What does this mean?  

All donations to the Illinois Orchid Society whether in the 
form of a check or other items--plants, books, etc. qualify for a 
tax deduction. The IOS supports various orchid endeavors--
Volo Bog, AOS, Shelby Gardens, etc. through your dues and 
donations. Please consider making a tax deductible donation to 
the Illinois Orchid Society along with your other charitable 
contributions. We will be happy to certify your donation.  

If you have any questions about what qualifies as a donation, 
contact any officer. 

 
 

Porter’s Orchids Annual Summer  
Open House and Plant Sale 
 
Greetings! 
 

Porter’s Orchids invites you to our annual Summer Open 
House: 

· Saturday, August 19, 2006  
· 10:00 am – 5:00 pm  
· 10868 Royston Rd., Grand Ledge, MI  
· Refreshments, of course!  
· Best of all, great plants at great prices: This is our 

annual 25% off sale, on-site only.  
 

We hope to see you then! 
 
-Dot for Porter’s Orchids 

 

 

The Orchid Digest  
 

Do you have more than a passing interest in orchids and orchid 
growing? Do you want to learn more and become more 
proficient? Consider becoming a member of the The Orchid 
Digest!  

The Orchid Digest is published quarterly as a beautiful color 
magazine. Articles vary. A recent issue included articles on:  

· Beautiful Angraecum and Aerangis: An Expedition to 
Madagascar  

· A Look at Laelia anceps and Its Modern Hybrids  
· Coelogyne multiflora: an Uncommon Find  
· Komoda Orchids, Inc.  
· Webwatch--Intriguing Places to Surf the Web 
and many more articles. Each issue is varied but all are 

packed with colorful photographs and great information.  
Annual membership is just $32 per year ($60 for two years). 

Send your check to Orchid Digest Membership, PO Box 10360, 
Canoga Park, CA 91309-1360. You can also apply online at: 
www.orchiddigest.org. Also if you go online you can request a 
sample copy of the magazine to help convince you.  

 
Jim Spatzek  
Orchid Digest Representative 
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Map to Oak Hill Gardens, 37 W550 Binnie Road, Dundee, Illinois 60118: 

 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The August members meeting will be held at 
The Oak Hill Gardens on Saturday, August 12 
See inside for details. 

 

Illinois Orchid Society 
Loren Pollock, Editor 
26 Turnbull Woods Court 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
 
ioseditor@higrafix.com 


