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Orchid Events 
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* Unless noted otherwise, member’s meetings held at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden will begin at 11:30am in the 
Faichild Room for the Mentor’s Meeting, plant judging, and 
plant sales. We move to the Auditorium at approximately 
12:30pm for our Workshop, business meeting, and speaker. 
The Chicago Botanic Garden is located one traffic light East 
of Route 41 (Edens Expy) on Lake Cook Road, in Glencoe, 
Illinois. 

President’s Message 
Barry Lubin – IOS President 

Labor Day has past, the kids are back in school and we 
are seeing night temperatures in the 50s again.  The calendar 
still says Summer, but both my orchids and I are thinking 
Fall.  Time to repot a bunch of the summer bloomers and 
start resetting the timers on the lights for shorter days.   

 
Most importantly, major fall fun events are here!  Our 

next meeting on Sunday, September 9 is back at CBG.  Read 
Luis’ column (page 2) to learn about the meeting and to 
learn more about Luis, our new Program Chair. 

 
The Wisconsin Orchid Society show on September 15-16 is 
only about an hour’s drive north of CBG.  Check their 
website (http://www.wisconsinorchidsociety.com) for 
details.  We will have an exhibit there and those Wisconsin 
folks always stage a great show – well worth a visit! 

 
The Chicagoland Orchid Festival on September 21-23 is 

not only a shop-til-you-drop extravaganza, but a critical 
recruiting opportunity for our society.  We need your help!  
Please read Dave Tribble’s message (page 5) and sign up for 
a few hours out of your shopping day to work on getting 
new members for IOS.  By the way, that’s an actual picture 
of Dave. 

 
Our big blowout event, the fall show on October 13-14, is 

just around the corner.  Please set aside some time now to 
get involved.  Sandy explains how to choose the types of 
tasks you would like to work on in her column (page 4).   

 
Summer may be over, but the fun has just begun.  See you 

at the meeting on Sunday.   
 
-Barry 
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Program Notes 
Luis Torres, Contributing Editor

Frankly, I’m not sure what I was thinking.  If it wasn’t for 
Loren reminding me, there might not have been a “Program 
Notes” section for this month’s installment of the Orchid 
Opus.  Over the course of the last few weeks I’ve been 
focused on lining up speakers for the next few months and I 
more or less overlooked the fact that it’s now my turn to 
maintain the Program Notes.  With that said, I’d like to first 
acknowledge Sue Golan’s hard work and talent in her 
capacity as 1st Vice President.  Under her supervision I’m 
sure you’ll all agree we’ve enjoyed a year of wonderful 
speakers.  Sue has set a high standard and one I hope to 
emulate.  Thank you Sue! 

 
For those of you that don’t already know me, my name is 

Luis Torres and as of July 2007 I’m your new 1st Vice 
President responsible for, amongst other things, lining up 
speakers for our monthly meetings.  My wife Nicky and I 
have 3 little girls whom no doubt you’ll get to meet over the 
course of the next 12-months (if you haven’t already done 
so).  It might be a while before you get to meet my youngest, 
Jessica, as I had to ban her from monthly meetings after her 
last performance when Leo spoke on Lycastes a couple of 
months ago.   

 
Anyway, by the time you sit down to read this our 

thoughts will likely be on the summer that was and the 
Autumn yet to come.  September is one of my favorite 
months not least of which because it sees my birthday!  It 
also sees the start of the Autumn (that’s English for fall) 
blooming season for a whole host of orchids.  I don’t know 
about you but it also marks the month I start doing damage 
to my bank account as I “top up” my inventory of orchids.  
Our September 9th meeting will be back at the Chicago 
Botanic Garden at it’s usual start time of 11:30am.  Lois 
Cinert will be delivering the workshop on plant registration 
just in time for our mini fall show.  Our featured speaker will 
be Cathy Bloome who will be talking about Native Orchids 
and Conservation.  The subject matter is in fact central to the 
IOS mission as it relates to conservation, something we 
should all learn more about and pay attention to.   

 

As for our IOS summer picnic, my thanks go out to 
Hermann and the team at Oak Hill Gardens for hosting yet 
another wonderful afternoon.  Even though the weather 
didn’t co-operate much with rain just about all afternoon, we 
huddled together for an indoor picnic while Hermann 
reflected on 50-years of growing orchids!  His talk walked 
us though his memories of an apprenticeship in post-war 
Germany all the way to his founding of the Oak Hill 
Gardens nursery and the changes he’s witnessed in the 
Chicagoland orchid growing community.  Listening to 
Hermann is always a treat and this was no exception!  There 
was supposed to be a “problem plants” section to the 
proceedings but no one turned up with sorry looking plants 
(I guess we’re all expert growers).  Preceding and following 
Herman’s talk, everyone looked to be enjoying themselves 
browsing for “that special plant” amongst the many orchid 
selections available at Oak Hill.  If you’re reading this and 
didn’t manage to make it out to the picnic this time round 
mark it in your calendar to be there next year!! 

 
So, that about wraps it up for my first set of meeting 

notes.  I do have a closing thought for you to consider: 
 
As I search for monthly meeting speakers I’m also going 

to need volunteers for the workshop session.  This is usually 
a 15-minute to 20-minute speaking slot that is historically 
delivered by an IOS member.  I’ve delivered a workshop on 
“Growing Orchids Indoors Under Lights” and thoroughly 
enjoyed it.  I understand that the prospect can seem 
intimidating but I guarantee you once you get started there’s 
nothing to be concerned about.  Just talk about something 
orchid related that is near and dear to you.  Please, give this 
some thought and drop me a line if you’re interested in 
helping me and your IOS. 

 
Cheers, 
 

---- Luis. 
 
 

 
 
 

Member’s Judging Points 
Lois Cinert, IOS Awards Committee

Our annual contest for excellence in orchid growing has 
just started.  The point totals for the first two months are 
here.  We hope the totals will grow and grow each month.   

Please let me know if there are any discrepancies with 
your own totals. 

 
Bring your blooming plants to each monthly meeting.  If 

you have the growing skill to bloom and orchid, we want to 
see it, and recognize your expertise.  It doesn’t have to be 

the most outstanding, exceptional orchid that ever grew.  
Blooming any orchid is an accomplishment, and we want to 
share that thrill, and your beautiful blossoms, with all of our 
members.  If it has a flower on it, we want to see it. 

 
Points are awarded for each plant that you bring.  First 

place plants are given 10 points; second place are given 5 
points; and all the rest of the beautifully bloomed plants are 
given one point.  At shows – home and away -- the scale 
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changes.  First becomes 20 points; second, 10 points; and 
third, 5 points.  Any plant sent to a show is given 2 points.  
The points accumulate quickly if you send your plants to 
shows.  You can display the same blooming plant at both 
meetings and shows, as long as it is in bloom.  There is no 
limit on how many times you can bring the same plant.  

 
We ask that you bring your plants to meetings or shows 

that are without disease, and without insects.  Everyone has 
bouts with scale, mealies, whiteflies, and other hitch-hikers.  
That is one thing we don’t want to share. 

 
Each month, the AOS sponsors judging for awards at the 

Chicago Judging Center, which meets at Chicago Botanic 

Garden on the second Saturday of each month.  Any points 
that are awarded to your plant count towards your IOS point 
total. 

 
Please bring your blooming plants!  Part of the joy of 

growing orchids is to see the wonderful variety, and learn 
how they were grown.  Our society members have a wide 
range of growing areas, and many skill levels.  We want you 
to relish your growing ability, and show off to the rest of us.  
We can’t do that if you leave your plants at home. 

 
 

 
Member’s Judging Points 2007/2008 

Name  Jul Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Total  
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Dixler, J & R G 35            35 

Golan, Sue G 10 55           65 

Brand, Laura  2            2 

Buckles, Betsy   10           10 

Fuller, Sandy  10 36           46 

Garner, Jerry  5            5 

Losert, Wilfred   57           57 

Maloney, Sherry  5 31           36 

Papiewski, Claire   30           30 

Sales, G  10            10 

Schordje, Leo  30            30 

Skupien, Mitchell   10           10 

Tirzmalis, Susan  5            5 

Torres, Luis  10 55           65 

Tribble, Allison  10 21           31 

Tropp, Bob  10            10 

Vrabel, Ken  10 12           22 

Wesley, Wendy   5           5 

G = Greenhouse 
 
 

Membership Report  
Felicia Cochran, Membership Committee

Please welcome the following new members: 
  
· Mitchell & Marilyn Skupien   Lake In The Hills 
· Barbara Long  Inverness        
· Michael Bradaric Chicago              
 

Please take a moment at the meeting this coming Sunday 
to say hello.          

  
Also, please try to volunteer for an hour or two during the 

upcoming Chicagoland Orchid Festival. If you would like to 
help out with this, please contact me at fbc72@sbcglobal.net 
or Allison Tribble at allisont@rcn.com. 
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IOS Fall Show – Orchid Aloha!  
Sandy Fuller, Vice President, Home Show Chair

Is it just me or has this summer flown by? In a month we 
will be having our Fall Show which this year will have a 
Hawaiian theme. Please consider how your talents could be 
used to help us to have a great and fun fall show. 

 
Here are some descriptions of the many areas we need 

members to help with:  
 
Setup – This includes skirting tables, preparing the show 

room for the exhibitors, and assisting them in unloading 
their plants. Setup will be from noon on Friday, October 
12th to 8 pm. 

 
Registration – We are hoping to use the registration 

database for this show (pending the results of our test run-
through) and will need people with general knowledge on 
Microsoft word for some light data entry. There will be 
some other non-computer related tasks, so if you do not use 
computers, we can still use your help here. Registration is 
from 2 pm to 8 pm on Friday, October 12th. 

 
Clerking – If you are an early bird, you will learn a lot 

about show judging by clerking. The show clerks assist the 
judges in finding plants to be judged and putting ribbons on 
the awarded plants. You can learn a lot about how Orchid 
flowers are judged. Clerking is Saturday morning (October 
13th) at 7 am through 10 am. 

 
Traffic – This is a great way to see the show as we need 

some people to walk around and make sure show attendees 
are not climbing into exhibits. 

 
Membership Table – If you have sales ability this is a 

position we need you for. We have a great society and we 
just need to convince more people to join us. This position is 
needed for both days of the show. 

 

Books, Pins, Fertilizer, Shirt Sales – We will have these 
items for sale, so we will need assistance with selling them 
during the hours of the show. 

 
Raffle Announcer – If you have a nice deep voice, or just 

like talking on a microphone this is the job for you. We will 
be announcing raffles at noon, two and four on Saturday and 
Sunday. Even if you want to show up for only one of those 
times, we could sure use your help. 

 
AOS membership – We need one or two people at least to 

help Rosalie out by sitting at the AOS table and expounding 
on the benefits of being an AOS member. 

 
Teardown – This will be after 5 pm on Sunday. Basically 

it entails helping the exhibiters load up, some light clean up 
and un-skirting the tables. 

 
At our August meeting I had the sign up sheets but due to 

so many things going on did not get a chance to get them 
out. So please come to the September meeting prepared to 
sign up for a couple hours of work during the show. The 
saying “many hands make light work” (at least I think that is 
how it goes) is so true and we really need your help. 

 
If you are not going to be at the September meeting or 

you have questions about any of the areas we need help 
with, please call me or send me an email at 
sjfuller62@comcast.net. 

 
PS If you happen to have a CD of Hawaiian music that 

you would be willing to loan us the Fall show, it would help 
us to save money on our Show budget. Also, we are looking 
for some containers for flower arrangements to be donated. 
If you happen to have any, please bring them to the 
September meeting. 
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Chicagoland Orchid Festival – Membership Drive  
Dave Tribble, Membership Committee

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year the IOS will double its efforts in recruitment. We plan to be active at 
four major events throughout the year. The first is the Chicago-land Orchid Festival 
on September 21st -23rd. Orchidists from Illinois and surrounding states will visit a 
number of growers in the Chicago area over the three day period.  For this event the 
IOS will focus on recruitment of new members at Hausermann’s, and at Oak Hill 
Gardens. We will need people at both locations for the three days. If you have not 
worked before as a recruiter, believe me, it’s one of the more fun tasks of the 
Society. You get a chance to talk orchids with many people, many of them 
newcomers to our fantastic hobby. A hard sell?? Not really! What a deal! For a 
measly  $25 (year long membership), the individual (or couple) receive $80 in 
discount coupons at 8 different growers (including Hausermann and Oak Hill), a 
monthly newsletter, as well as free access to the Botanic Gardens on meeting days 
(Parking there is now $15/day). 

 
We will have a sign-up sheet at the September Meeting. If you are nervous, and a 

first time recruiter, then we’ll place you with one of our experienced pros, and you 
can learn the ropes. Don’t have time for a whole day? No problem, sign up for half 
a day! For more info on our recruitment program contact:   Dave Tribble  e-mail  
dtribble@rcn.com 
 

 
 
 

Tricks of the Trade – Easy Mounting 
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

 
 
 
 
 
 
When I was a boy I used to fish a lot. I could tie a 
knot in monofilament fish line blindfolded with 
one hand! Now I can’t do it with a magnifying 

glass. My solution is to use floral wire. I use 24 
gauge green wire. Partially insert two small screws 
in the back of your mount (one at the top left, the 
other at the bottom right). There are no knots to 
tie. Simply twist the wire a couple of times around 
the top screw, wrap up your plant (with or without 
sphagnum moss) and twist again around the 
bottom screw. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back View Front View 

We’re starting a new regular column for members to 
‘trade’ their lesser known, but very useful secrets 
connected to the growing of orchids. If you have an idea 
contact me, or the Newsletter editor, and we’ll get your 
hint posted 
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Creating an Orchid Exhibit 101  
Sandy Fuller, Contributing Editor

If you have never created an exhibit at an orchid show 
here are a few tips that I hope will encourage you to try it. 

 
What you will need: 
 

1. Orchids in flower – it is usually recommended to 
use 1 orchid per square foot of your exhibit. 

2. Some type of material to cover the pots the 
orchids are in and to cover any parts of your 
exhibit area. Typically black cloth is used, but 
you can be creative. 

3. Small boxes of different sizes – these are used 
under the orchids so the exhibit has different 
levels. These will need to be covered as well. 

4. Possibly a few tables if the exhibit is 25 square 
feet or more. If the exhibit is size you request is a 
table or half table, the table is always provided at 
our shows. 

5. Foliage plant – used for filler and to give the 
exhibit a natural appearance. 

6. Name tags for each plant – These should be 
nicely printed and easily read from 3-4 feet 
away. Many people prefer the used of black 
construction paper as it does not distract the eye 
when viewing the exhibit as a whole. If the 
society is using a computerized registration, 
these may be printed and provided by them. 

7. Backdrop – this is not always necessary, check 
with the show chair to see where your exhibit 
will be located. This will help you to determine 
if it is necessary. 

 
There are many approaches to creating exhibits. But I am 

proof that you do not have to be very creative to exhibit your 
orchids. Here is my formula in case you need a starting 
point: 

 

When you first arrive at the show, put up your backdrop, 
tables (if needed), tablecloths, unpack your orchids and sort 
them by color (most people recommend arranging them by 
color), determine which orchid or group of orchids you 
would like to use as your focal point. Locate them where 
you want to draw the viewers’ eyes and then arrange the 
other orchids around them based on their color.  

 
At this point you can determine what orchids could use 

boxes under them to give the height needed to add the 
desired levels to the exhibit. You will probably need to move 
some of the orchids to get the boxes in so take a mental 
picture as to where they are so you can remember. Once you 
get all the boxes in place be sure to cover them, so they will 
not be visible and then put the orchids back in their new 
locations.  

 
Once you are happy with where the plants are located, 

add your filler foliage plants and the material to cover all of 
the pots. If the orchids are in terra cotta pots or nice pots, 
they do not need to be covered. Make sure your plant tags 
that are in the pots are pushed down so they are out of sight. 
At this point I usually like to add sphagnum moss to soften 
up the exhibit. If you have no more changes, add the exhibit 
plant tags that will inform the viewers of the plants name 
and of course make sure you have registered the orchids and 
then you are done. By the way Lois will be doing a 
workshop on registering you orchids for a show at the 
September meeting, so be sure not to miss that.  

 
If you have never setup an exhibit our Fall show is the 

ideal time to do so as it the exhibit sizes are usually a little 
smaller (just full tables and half tables) thus easier to start 
with. We have plenty of black cloth for our members to 
borrow for use in their exhibits. If you have any questions 
about setting up an exhibit, please ask our experts. A few 
names that come to mind are Anne Kotowski, Lois Cinert 
and Rosalie Dixler.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Golan, Laima Sahagian, 
and Carole Thompson. 
October show 2006 The Illinois Orchid Society’s 

Display, October show 2006 
Joe and Rosalie Dixler. 
October show 2006 
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IOS Board Members – 2007 - 2008 
 

Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30): 
President  Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 
1st VicePresident (Meetings/speakers) Luis Torres 847-303-6838     (mrltorres@hotmail.com) 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Sandy Fuller 847-991-5434     (sjfuller62@comcast.net) 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042     (phrag207@aol.com) 
Secretary (Recorder) Toby Green 847-845-6145     (toby.green@caremark.com) 
Asst. Sec’y (Newsletter Editor) Loren Pollock 847-219-0718     (ioseditor@higrafix.com) 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Beth Engle 815-886-4953     (hortpotter@wmconnect.com) 
Asst. Treas (Membership/ Dues) Felicia Cochran 630-521-1529     (fbc72@sbcglobal.net) 
Immediate Past President  Wendy Wesley 773-227-6064     (wswesley1@aol.com) 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Jerry Garner 2008 847-651-8139     (garnerjl@comcast.net) 
TBD 2008  
Leo Schordje 2009 847-746-9355     (lschordje@dataflo.net)  
Joe Dixler  2009 847-432-7708      (jmd@dixler.net) 
TBD 2010  
Lois Cinert 2010 630-739-1068     (geolocin@earthlink.net) 
Victor Lentini 2011                             (f1orchid@aol.com) 
Allison Tribble 2011 773-728-4874     (allisont@rcn.com) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


