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* Unless noted otherwise, member’s meetings held at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden will begin at 11:30am in the 
Faichild Room for the Mentor’s Meeting, plant judging, and 
plant sales. We move to the Auditorium at approximately 
12:30pm for our Workshop, business meeting, and speaker. 
The Chicago Botanic Garden is located one traffic light East 
of Route 41 (Edens Expy) on Lake Cook Road, in Glencoe, 
Illinois. 

President’s Message 
Barry Lubin – IOS President 

Our fall show, Orchid Aloha!, is here.  The 
show on October 13 and 14 is a great opportunity 
to see the wonderful plants grown by our members 
in all their blooming glory. It is also a prime time 
to pick up a few new plants for your collection.  
At the same time, you can make room for those 
new arrivals by selling your extra plants on the 
members’ sale table.  If you have not sold plants 
on the members table before, don’t be worried 
about the mechanics – it really is easy.  
Experienced members will be on hand to help with 
pricing or any questions you may have. 

 
Of course, we need your help to run the show.  

You can go to www.show.iosoc.com and click 
Volunteer Signup to find a task you would like to 
do.  Or come to the show, and let us know you can 
help – there are always jobs to do. 

 
I’ll see you at the show. 
 
-Barry 
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Bactia Grape Wax 

Epic. Don Herman ‘Gold Rush’ 
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Show Workers Wanted 
Tom Franczak, Contributing Editor

It's easy to volunteer.  Just go to http://www.show.iosoc.com/ and click Volunteer Signup.  Pick a day, 
a time and a job ... a little typing and a few mouse clicks and you're all signed up to help make our fall 
mini show and orchid sale a rousing success! 

 
For more information on how you might lend a hand at the upcoming show, contact Sandy Fuller 

(sjfuller62@comcast.net) or Victor Lentini (f1orchid@aol.com).  
 
 
 

Membership Report  
Felicia Cochran, Membership Committee

I would like to thank all of the volunteers who 
helped out during the Chicagoland Orchid Festival.  
Thanks to them our Membership drive was a great 
success, as we signed up 12 new members that 
weekend.   

 
Please welcome the following new members: 

· Diane Allen  
· Tiffany Behrens 
· Jeff Brown 
· Foster Flint 
· Ann Forman 
· Gregg Harcus 
· Omar Hassan 
· Ross Hella 
· Jayme Henner 
· Bonita Kallestad 
· William Leonard 
· Marliss Levin 
· Gil Levy 
· Jenny Limbach 

 
 
 

Tricks of the Trade – Easy Mounting 
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

 
 
 

Do you grow a lot of miniature, mounted 
orchids, and are looking for a simple way to 
display them for monthly judging?  You can, of 
course, just lie them down on the table. But you 
know the judges are always influenced by 

presentation! An easy way 
is to use a ‘plate’ stand as 
shown in the picture. They 
are sturdy, fold up, and 
come in a variety of sizes. 
The one shown is 13” tall 
and was purchased at Pier 
1 for $5.00.  

If you have a Trick of the Trade that you would like to 
share, please contact Dave Tribble at dtribble@rcn.com, 
and we’ll get your hint posted. 

Habenaria medioflexa 
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Orchid Aloha – Fall Members Show  
Sandy Fuller,  Home Show Chair

By the time you read this it will only be a week 
or so before the Fall Show. I hope you are looking 
forward to it as I am. Tom Franczak has created a 
wonderful show page for us as usual. When you 
get a chance, please check it out. It is located of 
our main website page. Here is the link: 
http://www.iosoc.com/show/fallmini.shtml 

 
Please bring any flowering plants to exhibit. If 

you have not signed up for an exhibit, we will fit 
them in anyway. We have decided to use the 
electronic registration process, so you either will 
have, or should soon be receiving the forms that 

you can use. Don’t let this intimidate you though, 
as we will work with whatever means of 
registration you come with. If you do use the 
electronic form, please bring it on an usb drive and 
also bring a printed copy of the form with you. 

 
Don’t forget to bring those extra plants you have 

for the sales table and sign up for a few hours to 
help make our show a success. If you have any 
questions, please contact me at 
sjfuller62@comcast.net or call me at the number 
listed in the membership book. 

 
 
 
 

IOS Show – Volunteers Needed 
Sandy Fuller, Home Show Chair

Around 20 members have already signed up to help out at our Fall Show. For those who have, thank you 
so much. You are very much appreciated. We still need some specific time slots to be filled and those are 
listed below. Please consider donating a few hours of you time to support your society. Thanks in 
advance. 

 
Friday October 12th 
Unloading and helping exhibitors find their exhibits – 4 pm to 8 pm 
Traffic Control – 5 pm to 7:30 pm 
 
Saturday, October 13th 

Clerking – 7 am to 10 am 
Raffle – 10 am to 2 pm, and 3 to 4 pm 
Plant Sales – all times, but especially from 2 pm to 5 pm 
 
Sunday, October 14th 
Membership table – 10 am to noon and 3 pm to 5 pm 
Plant Sales – all times, but especially from 10 am to noon 
Raffle – 10 am to noon 
Traffic – all time slots 
Teardown – 5 pm to 7 pm 
 

If you are interested in signing up for a couple hours, please contact Victor Lentini who is the Volunteer 
Coordinator. His email is f1orchid@aol.com or you can call him at his phone number as listed in the 
membership book. 
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Recycling Dates and Locations 
Cathy Bloome, Contributing Editor

Maybe it’s time to clean out the garage or basement.  If you have items that are recyclable here are 
some dates that you can drop your unwanteds off, no hassle.   

 
October 13 Chicago 
Northeastern Illinois University 
(Parking Lot) 5500 N. St. Louis 
 
October 20 River Grove 
Triton College 
(Northwest Parking Lot) 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
 
October 27 Park Ridge 
Maine Township Town Hall 
1700 Ballard Road 
 
Herbicides, insecticides, lawn chemicals, pesticides and fluorescent lamp bulbs are some of the items 

we orchid growers might have to dispose of.  For more info you can check out the Illinois HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE web site: 

http://www.epa.state.il.us/land/hazardous-waste/household-haz-waste/hhwc-schedule.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pecteilis sagarikii 

BC. Hippodamia 

Den. (Thai Jewel x Bigibbum) x Bigibbum 
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Show Plant Registration – A Workshop Recap 
Lois Cinert, Contributing Editor

Plant registration at our shows, and the away 
shows we attend, is merely a way to sort plants, so 
that the judges can evaluate them, and award 
ribbons to the best. 

 
The show schedule is divided into categories:  

Cattleya, Phalaenopsis, Dendrobium, etc. 
 
It is important for you to keep the tag with the 

name of your plant.  This will help you find the 
correct class for your plant entry. 

 
Most of the class descriptions are self-

explanatory:  Cattleya, lavender – purple, or 
Phalaenopsis, white with colored lip.  There are 
some more confusing classes, and if you have a 
question about where you plant should be 
registered, please ask the people at the registration 
desk.  We have resources available to help us, too.  
We all started out not knowing anything about 
orchids, classes, or registration, and learned one 
small fact at a time.  We will have the MAOC 
class list, which will help find the correct class for 
your 

 
Bucella or Palermoara.  We will find a judge to 

help with questions about the color of your Paph 
or Phal. 

 
Presenting the name of your plant correctly 

helps, too.  Orchids have two names, in 
accordance with accepted horticultural practice.  
The first name is the genus – what big family the 

plant belongs to.  This is the familiar name – 
Cattleya, Phalaenopsis, Angraecum. 

 
The second name is the plant’s own, personal 

name.  For species, the second name has only 
small-case letters:  Cattleya labiata,  Laelia perinii,  
Phalaenopsis lowii.  Hybrids have names that are 
most often common word or names:   Cattleya 
Bob Betts, Phalaenopsis Taipei Gold.  Having the 
correct name, presented in the correct manner 
helps the judges in determining whether your plant 
will get a ribbon.  With all of the name changes, 
and new hybrid combination names appearing, it 
is impossible to know every plant name by sight.  
Having the correct information on your plant, and 
getting it into the correct class helps immensely. 

 
If your plant has an X for a middle name, we 

can try to find out if it has its own unique name.  
We will have the AOS Award program, 
OrchidWiz, and Wildcat Orchids available to find 
newly registered names.   

 
The people at the registration desk are there to 

help you get your plant registered properly, so 
your plant can be judged and, perhaps, awarded.  
Most judges will move a plant to a correct class if 
they can.  There are some circumstances that 
prevent that from happening.  We want to prevent 
it before it happens.  Please feel free to ask for 
help in registering your plants.  Showing your 
plant should be easy, satisfying, and fun. 

 
 

Membership Benefits 
Beth Engle, Treasurer

 
There are more benefits to your membership in the 
Illinois Orchid Society, than you might realize.  
Besides the friendships gained, orchids garnered, 
information learned, you also can receive a $10.00 
discount on membership to the Chicago Botanic 
Gardens.   
 
If you are not already, consider becoming a 
member of CBG today! 

Odontoglossum wyattianum 
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Book Review 
Jerry Garner, Contributing Editor

Orchids: A Practical Guide to Care and Cultivation . Michael Tibbs. Ball Publishing. 
Batavia, IL. 2007.160 pages. ISBN 978-1-883052-59-1 . $29.95. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the forward to Michael Tibbs’ copiously 

illustrated Orchids, Dr. Phillip Cribbs calls the 
book a “practical guide to growing orchids” based 
on Tibbs’ extensive international travels and vast 
experience with orchids. Indeed, most of the book 
seems to be intended for the novice grower, the 
newcomer to the world of orchids. Orchids lives 
up to its subtitle. It is a practical book: direct, 
concise, well illustrated, and to paraphrase 
Goldilocks, ‘this book is just right!” for the depth 
of information it contains. This isn’t to say the 
book is only for novices; there is something here 
for more advanced and expert growers too. 

 
Given the wealth of introductory, practical 

orchid books in the market today, you might be 
wondering “why do I need another one?” This 
book is a little different from most of the others 
I’ve read. Orchids is organized like a well-
designed textbook, but without the pedantry. The 
book is divided into two sections: “Understanding 
Orchids” and “Orchid Hybrids.” A brief overview 
of the Orchidaceae family, citing its age and size 
(finally, an authoritative writer who flatly states 
that the orchid family is the largest in the Plant 
Kingdom!) is followed by a concise description of 
the diversity of orchid distribution, appearance, 

flower size, color and scent, and all on one page. 
Once you read this introduction, you’re hooked. 

 
Tibbs’ explanation of orchid taxonomy and 

nomenclature is one of the best I’ve seen. Clearly 
and concisely written, this section of the book is 
particularly helpful for anyone who doesn’t have 
the extensive botanical background many other 
books just assume. The author later expands this 
information in the chapter  “Showing Your 
Orchids,” a chapter every orchid grower should 
read and one that could stand on its own as a guide 
to preparation, setup, show day activities, and 
judging. This chapter is unique for most general 
orchid guides; it even includes a “Show 
Checklist”! However, the material on orchid 
morphology is a bit detailed for the novice, but it 
is a good resource for anyone wanting to delve 
more deeply into the botany of orchids. 

 
Other chapters in this section “Caring for 

Orchids” and “Cultivation” are equally well 
written but a few minor problems are evident. Few 
of these are factual errors; they are more a matter 
of opinion or they are stylistic or editorial in 
nature. For example, the section on growing 
environment could benefit from a more precise 
explanation of light intensity and the seasonal 
effect of light, and some definition of shade, 
filtered light, and diffused light would give 
meaning to those concepts and make this section 
more practical. More detailed information about 
humidity requirements would help too. Although 
Tibbs recommends hand misting to increase 
humidity, research has shown this common 
practice has little if any sustained benefit and 
might lead to disease problems. In contrast, the 
author’s recommendations for daily care and 
maintenance are an excellent addition to the book. 
I wish I had had this information when I first 
started growing orchids. I would have saved a lot 
of time and money and I would have fewer dead 
orchids on my conscience.  
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Tibbs recommends vandas, ascocendas and 
cattleyas in his table “Starting an Orchid 
Collection” without specifically warning the 
reader about their somewhat demanding 
environmental requirements. If the novice grower 
interprets these recommendations as meaning 
these are easy orchids for the beginner, I fear they 
will be disappointed.  

 
The section on controlled environments is well 

organized and thorough, covering sunrooms, 
conservatories, lathe house, shade houses, and 
greenhouses. Anyone interested in these topics 
will not be disappointed.  

 
I did find a few errors in the “Understanding 

Orchids” section, one probably editorial and the 
others of little consequence. In the “Pests and 
Diseases” section, Tibbs refers to mealy bugs as 
wooly aphids. This is not correct. Wooly aphids 
are adelgids, a different, albeit, related species. 
His chart titled “Common Viruses” includes sooty 
mold. Sooty mold is a secondary fungal disease 
that results from the presence of aphids, 
mealybugs, scale, and other Homopteran insects. 
In addition, he uses the term “feeding” as 
synonymous with fertilizing. We do not feed 
plants. They produce their own food and they feed 
us. We fertilize our orchids to provide them with 
the nutrients they need to produce their own food 
during photosynthesis. Yes, this is picky, but why 
not use this opportunity to educate the novice 
orchid grower rather then giving incorrect 
information or perpetuating common 
misconceptions and misuse of terminology. 

 
The second section of the book, “Orchid 

Hybrids,” is organized based on temperature 
requirements and it provides a clear explanation of 
cool, intermediate and warm growing orchids. The 
effects of variations in orchid habitats on 
temperature regimes are clearly and concisely 
explained. This section even has a pronunciation 
guide for orchid names, a godsend for the 
inexperienced and experienced grower alike. 
Species within each temperature regimes are not 
alphabetized, making it difficult for the novice to 
locate specific plants easily and the photos, all 
very high quality and by some of the best 
photographers in the business, are of the flowers 
only. Including some shots with foliage and 

showing overall plant form would have been very 
helpful. The organization of this section forces the 
author to choose a temperature category for each 
genus, even when some genera, depending on 
species, can be grown over a wide range of 
temperatures. For example, dendrobiums are listed 
under “Cool Growing” (50° F - 75°F) whereas 
some species are grown best at intermediate or 
warm temperatures. In addition, Tibbs lists 
cymbidiums as cool growers but then goes on to 
explain that miniature species grow very well at 
warm temperatures. Although this seems to be a 
minor organizational flaw in the book, it could be 
very confusing for the inexperienced grower. 

 
The range of orchid genera Tibbs covers is 

impressive. The more common obvious candidates 
are represented and some unusual, more 
challenging species are included too. This is one 
of the book’s strengths: a reference and wish list 
for the novice and experienced grower alike. 
Tibbs’ clear and enticing descriptions of the 
genera encourage the reader to go beyond the safe 
and easy choices and to experiment and stretch 
with some fascinating and exotic orchid species. 

 
The book concludes with a brief glossary of 

orchid related terms, adequate at best. However, a 
3-page explanation of CITES, written by Phillip 
Cribb, is one of the best descriptions and 
explanations of this complex subject I’ve ever 
read.  

 
At $29.95, Orchids is a great buy for the novice 

orchid enthusiast. The book is clearly written, 
filled with beautiful photographs, and it has 
enough information to ensure success but not so 
much detail or depth to be confusing or a put-off. 
For the experienced grower, this is a good book 
for your library to be used as a quick and easy 
reference, and there is some easily accessible 
information on some “difficult” and unusual 
orchids for experienced growers wishing to 
expand their collections. Even if you don’t feel 
this book has something new and different for 
you, it would be a great gift for friends embarking 
into the exotic and addictive hobby of orchid 
growing. 

 
Reviewed September 2007 by Dr. Jerry Garner, Illinois 
Orchid Society.  garnerjl@comcast.net 
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Member’s Judging Points 
Lois Cinert, IOS Awards Committee

We have the points, including the last meeting.  
Points from the Milwaukee show should be 
available for the next newsletter.  We have lots of 
opportunities to show off your beautiful flowers.  
Please bring your plants to meetings and shows, so 

we all can see what you are blooming.  We all 
love to look at orchids!   I have made some 
corrections in the point totals.  Please let me know 
if I have an incorrect number.  Changes are easy to 
make. 

 
IOS Member Name  July August September  Total 

      

Dixler, J. & R. G 35   35 
Golan, Sue G 26 55 30 111 
Mack, B. G   50 50 
Weisz, E. G   10 10 
Brand, Laura  2   2 
Buckles, Betsy   10  10 
Edwards, J.    45 45 
Fuller, Sandy  10 36 12 58 
Garner, Jerry  5   5 
Goodman, J.    5 5 
Hall, J.    10 10 
High, C & J    25 25 
Losert, Wilfred   57  57 
Maloney, Sherry  55 31 40 126 
Papiewski, Claire   30  30 
Sales, G.  10   10 
Schordje, Leo  30   30 
Skupien, Mitchell   10  10 
Tirzmalis, Susan  5   5 
Torres, Luis  50 55  105 
Tribble, Allison  57 21 20 98 
Tropp, Bob  10  15 25 
Vrabel, Ken  14 12 37 63 
Wesley, Wendy   5  5 

G = Greenhouse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plant of the Month: Cirr. Daisy Chain. Grower: Sherry Maloney 
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IOS Show – Schedule of Events 
Sandy Fuller, Home Show Chair

Friday, October 13, 2006 
 Show setup.................................................................12:00 am to 10:00 pm 
 Registration ................................................................2:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
 
Saturday, October 14, 2006 
 Judges & Clerks Breakfast & Briefing ......................6:30 am  
 Show Judging.............................................................7:00 am 
 AOS Judging..............................................................10:00 am 
 Show & Sale open to the public.................................10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 Judges Lunch ............................................................Noon 
 
Sunday, October 15, 2006 
 Show open to the public.............................................10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 Show Teardown .........................................................5:00 pm  
 

 
 

Milwaukee Show Report 
Anne Kotowski, Away Show Chair

The fall show season is here again. It certainly 
sneaked up on me. I remembered there was a show 
when I saw I was scheduled off on Friday.  

 
Extra special thanks to Lois Cinert, Joel 

Edwards, Sandy Fuller, Ed Gamson, Sue Golan, 
Barry Lubin, Bob Mack, Sherry Maloney, Loren 
Pollock, and Allison Tribble. We had 42 plants 
with 7 1st’s, 7 2nd’s, 3 3rd’s.  

 
Special congratulations to Joel Edwards for his 

Habenaria medusae (syn. medioflexa) it received 
first place in its class , best of class, a HCC of  75 
points, special award “Bil Choice”, and it is my 
choice for Best Away Show Plant. It had 25 
“whimsical” flowers. Everyone asked about it, 

how it grows, where it was bought, and who’s 
plant it was. That’s the kind of buzz I love.  

 
Putting up the display was fun as usual, with the 

bonus of it actually being cool in the domes. Many 
thanks to Lois for her help with the display - got a 
first! Many thanks to Sandy for her help with tear 
down and transporting plants home. Why they all 
fit in my car on the up to the show, and didn’t on 
the way back is one the mysteries of life.  

 
Next show is Oct. 27-28 in Rockford. We need 

your plants! Who knows, perhaps you will get an 
HCC or better? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diac. Chantilly Lace. Grower: A & D Tribble IOS Display at the Milwaukee show 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Beth Engle, Treasurer

Greetings!  As your new treasurer, I am looking 
forward to providing you an insight into the IOS 
financial matters.  As a start, below are the 
balances in our accounts as of 7/31/2007.    

 
Assets  Total  

  

La Salle Bank $  77.26 
TCF Bank Checking $  17,189.28 
TCF Bank Money Market $  7,280.52 
Total Bank and Cash Accounts $  24,547.06 

 
I'd like to encourage all members to participate 

in the IOS sales table at our fall show, either by 
selling plants, other orchid-related items, or even 
by shopping from the table.  The IOS keeps 25% 
of the plant sales, with the rest going back to you.  
This is a great way of  adding something new to 
your collection, or finding new homes for extra 
plants.  Both buying, and selling helps to promote 
the IOS.  I plan on doing both!  If you are able to 
participate in selling, please print your sales 
tickets clearly with your full name.  I want to be 
able to get your money out to you promptly.  

 
If anyone has any questions on the IOS 

Financial matters, please let me know.    
 
-Beth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30): 
President  Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 
1st VicePresident (Meetings/speakers) Luis Torres 847-303-6838     (mrltorres@hotmail.com) 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Sandy Fuller 847-991-5434     (sjfuller62@comcast.net) 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042     (phrag207@earthlink.net) 
Secretary (Recorder) Toby Green 847-845-6145     (toby.green@caremark.com) 
Asst. Sec’y (Newsletter Editor) Loren Pollock 847-219-0718     (ioseditor@higrafix.com) 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Beth Engle 815-886-4953     (hortpotter@wmconnect.com) 
Asst. Treas (Membership/ Dues) Felicia Cochran 630-521-1529     (fbc72@sbcglobal.net) 
Immediate Past President  Wendy Wesley 773-227-6064     (wswesley1@aol.com) 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Jerry Garner 2008 847-651-8139     (garnerjl@comcast.net) 
TBD 2008  
Leo Schordje 2009 847-746-9355     (lschordje@dataflo.net)  
Joe Dixler  2009 847-432-7708      (jmd@dixler.net) 
TBD 2010  
Lois Cinert 2010 630-739-1068     (geolocin@earthlink.net) 
Victor Lentini 2011 773-763-6363     (f1orchid@aol.com) 
Allison Tribble 2011 773-728-4874     (allisont@rcn.com) 

 

Encyclia cochliata 


