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* Unless noted otherwise, member’s meetings held at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden will begin at 11:30am in the 
Fairchild Room for the Mentor’s Meeting, plant judging, and 
plant sales. We move to the Auditorium at approximately 
12:30pm for our Workshop, business meeting, and speaker. 
The Chicago Botanic Garden is located one traffic light East 
of Route 41 (Edens Expy) on Lake Cook Road, in Glencoe, 
Illinois. 

President’s Message 
Barry Lubin – IOS President 

Our next monthly meeting on November 11 
features an outstanding speaker, Francisco 
Miranda, a noted authority on Brazilian orchids – 
see Luis’ column on page 2 for details.  That 
meeting also represents the inaugural session of 
“Sponsored Speakers”, a cooperative effort with 
the Chicago Botanic Garden (CBG), to make 
information about orchids available to all CBG 
members and to the public.  CBG has listed the 
lecture in its Event Calendar 
(http://www.chicagobotanic.org/calendar/index.ph
p) and will publicize the lecture through other 
channels as well.  CBG members and anyone 
interested in the topic will be welcome to attend.    

 
Opening our meetings to a broader audience 

provides an opportunity to attract orchid 
enthusiasts to the IOS and is consistent with our 
mission of education.  For CBG, the program 
creates another value-added activity to offer to its 
membership.  The program really is a win-win 
situation for everyone.  Additional “Sponsored 
Speakers” meetings will be scheduled in the 
future.  We will report the schedule as it is 
developed. 

 
To accommodate guest to the lecture, some 

changes need to be made to our usual program 
schedule.  We will still have plant judging in the 
Fairchild Room, and your plants still need to be on 
the judging table by 12:30 PM.  We will have a 
very brief business meeting in the Fairchild Room 
before moving to the Auditorium for the lecture.  
We will not have a workshop.  The lecture will 
begin at 1 PM.  Following the lecture, IOS 
members will return to the Fairchild Room for our 
usual goodies and coffee – so please bring 
something for the goodies table.  Francisco will 
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Alcra. Hilo Ablaze 
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have some very rare and desirable Brazilian 
species available for sale in the Fairchild Room.  

 
On another subject, I want to express my 

appreciation to all the members who worked at our 
fall show, Orchid Aloha.  The show was 
outstanding – it could not have happened without 
your hard work.  Many thanks also go to those of 
you who brought in plants and created the 
magnificent displays. You made the show.  I have 
never seen plant sales as brisk at a fall show 
before.  Thank you to all who brought plants for 
sale.  A special thank you goes to our commercial 
vendor members, Orchids by Hausermann, Oak 
Hill Garden, Natt’s Orchids and Purple Clay 
Imports, for your support.   To our host, Chicago 
Botanic Garden, and the support staff that deals 
with all the details that make the show possible, 
please know how much we appreciate your efforts.   

 
If you visited the member sales table at any 

show in the past 25 years, you will have seen the 
Wally Zielinski hawking plants on behalf of the 
members.  Wally tells me he is hanging up his 
sales apron after an unbroken quarter-century of 
staffing the member sales table at every IOS show.  
Wally, you are one of a kind.  I can never thank 
you enough. 
 

-Barry 
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Wally Zielinski 

Plant sales were brisk. Notice Wally in the thick of it all. 

A fine example from Brazil: Cattleya labiata 
‘Clausen’s Gracious Gift’. Grower: Bill Nelson 

Another from Brazil: Cattleya harrisoniana 
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Program Notes 
Luis Torres, Speaker Chair

For me at least November is when I have to get 
my indoor growing routine fine-tuned. Over the 
course of October I've brought my collection back 
indoors and set them back in their winter 
residence, namely my basement. I think I'm 
getting the hang of over-summering my orchids as 
this year particularly just about everything put on 
a lot of size; very nice.  

 
Hopefully some of you in the IOS family picked 

up some bargains in our fall show.  I had to get rid 
of one huge cattleya with about 20-growths and 5-
sheaths because there was no room for it back in 
the basement.  Don't worry if you did miss out as 
we have a fabulous speaker coming to lecture at 
our November meeting.  Francisco Miranda will 
be our guest to talk about "Brazilian Species 
Cattleyas". Not only that but Francisco wrote to let 
me know that his visit with us will be right on the 
heels of a few weeks in Brazil to pull together 

some choice plants.  We're literally going to get 
the pick of the bunch so I'd encourage you to turn 
out en-mass.  The more the merrier as far as I'm 
concerned! If you have something special you're 
looking for go visit the Miranda web site at: 
http://mirandaorchids.com/index.htm. Francisco 
will do what he can to secure that special species 
cattleya for you. I happened to buy about 10 
different species cattleyas from Francisco at our 
spring show and all are doing very well.  I 
snagged a 4N sophronitis coccinea that is just 
phenomenal (Jerry Fisher had his eye on it but I 
got there first!).  

 
So, mark your calendars for Sunday November 

11th and I'll see you all there. 
 
Cheers, 
 
-Luis 

 

Blackhawk Show Report 
Anne Kotowski, Away Show Chair

Hard to believe it but the fall show season is 
now over. The display was small, but the 
individual plants were wonderful. A total 35 plants 
were displayed by 7 members with 5 thirds, 6 
seconds, 8 firsts, 3 Best of Classes, and the Best 
Phalaenopsis!  Congratulations to Wilfred Losert, 
his Phal. equestris v. alba was the best Phal., best 
of class and my choice for away show best plant. 

It was beautiful, more flowers than I can or want 
to count. The display was put up in record time, 
thanks to the guys from Wisconsin for helping set 
the backdrop and Wilfried’s help getting those 
labels on the plants. The next show is Madison 
Feb. 2-3. I have reserved 100 sq. ft. so prepare 
your orchids.  

 

Tricks of the Trade – Mobile Humidity Tray 
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

 
 
 

Many growers use pebble trays to increase 
humidity around orchids. Any waterproof tray will 
do. The one shown is about 30” x 15”. It is sold at 
Home Depot as an ‘under-the-bed’ storage 
container. We discarded the top, and cut down the 
sides to about 3”. Mark off a line at the desired 
height all the way around. Use a hacksaw blade or 
a power saber saw [Warning! Run the saw at slow 
speeds to avoid cracking the plastic!]. We have 

placed pebbles plus ‘egg-crate’ cut to fit. Note that 
this tray has wheels for easy mobility.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have a Trick of the Trade that you would like to 
share, please contact Dave Tribble at dtribble@rcn.com, 
and we’ll get your hint posted. 
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Member Bio 
Allison Tribble, Contributing Editor

Sherrie Reddick has been 
member of IOS since about 1992.  
She has been an outstandingly 
reliable volunteer at all of our 
shows and events, and I thought 
she is someone everyone should 
know!  Hers is the friendly, 
smiling face that greets so many 
attendees at our shows, and we 
are so appreciative of her 
enthusiasm and time. 

 
Like many of our members, 

Sherrie didn’t expect to get the 
“orchid bug”, but did when one 
of her friends was going to throw 
out a beautiful dendrobium, Sherrie took the poor 
plant in and rebloomed it the next year.  She now 
grows cymbidiums, cattleyas, paphs, phals, and 
oncidiums.  Her small collection grown on 

windowsills has now earned her 
numerous awards from the IOS.  
She is so proud of her 
achievements that she carries a 
picture of her awarded 
Paphiopedilum in her wallet, 
like a proud parent! 

 
As a retiree from Illinois Bell, 

the IOS is lucky to have 
Sherrie’s time to volunteer.  She 
was a huge help in hospitality 
(with Linda Juberg) at our huge 
MAOC show in the spring, and 
is always willing to go the extra 
mile when the IOS calls. Sherrie 

has been a willing helper even when her health has 
not been great, and her efforts have not gone 
unnoticed.  Thank you, Sherrie! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Display by Paul Passine 

Display by Dave and Allison Tribble 

Display by Joe and Rosalie Dixler 
To the Victor goes the raffles 
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Member’s Judging Points 
Lois Cinert, IOS Awards Committee

The listing this month includes July through 
September monthly meetings, the Wisconsin 
Orchid Society Show, and the Illinois Orchid 
Society Fall Mini-Show.  As usual, please let me 
know if there are any discrepancies in totals or in 
the spelling your name!  I have not included any 

points earned from American Orchid Society 
Awards.  You will need to email that information 
to me, or write a note.  PLEASE don’t tell me at a 
meeting; I promise I will not be able to remember! 

 

 
 

Member Name  Jul Aug  Sep Milwaukee 
Show 

IOS Fall  
Show 

Total 

        

Dixler, J & R G 35    250 285 
Golan, Sue G 26 55 30 26 96 233 
Mack, Bob G   50 18  68 
Weisz, E G   10   10 
Bloome, Cathy      24 24 
Brand, Laura  2     2 
Buckles, Betsy   10    10 
Cinert, Lois     2  2 
Cochran, Felicia      9 9 
Edwards, Joel    45 101 77 223 
Engle Beth      31 31 
Fuller, Sandy  10 36 12 66 50 174 
Gamson, Ed     14 19 33 
Garner, Jerry  5     5 
Goodman, J    5   5 
Hall, J    10   10 
Hardy, Maurice      20 20 
High, C & J    25  14 39 
Lentini, Victor      4 4 
Losert, Wilfred   57    57 
Lubin, Barry     13 48 61 
Maloney, Sherry  55 31 40 28 9 163 
Papiewski, Claire   30    30 
Passine, Paul      202 202 
Pollock, Loren     14  14 
Sales, G  10     10 
Schordje, Leo  30    103 133 
Skupien, Mitchell   10    10 
Thompson, Carole      2 2 
Tirzmalis, Susan  5     5 
Torres, Luis  50 55   52 157 
Tribble, Allison  57 21 20 32 37 167 
Tropp, Bob  10  15   25 
Vrabel, Ken  14 12 37  37 100 
Wesley, Wendy   5    5 

      *G = Greenhouse 
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Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30): 
President  Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 
1st Vice President (Meetings/speakers) Luis Torres 847-303-6838     (mrltorres@hotmail.com) 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Sandy Fuller 847-991-5434     (sjfuller62@comcast.net) 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042     (phrag207@earthlink.net) 
Secretary (Recorder) Toby Green 847-845-6145     (toby.green@caremark.com) 
Asst. Secretary (Newsletter Editor) Loren Pollock 847-219-0718     (ioseditor@higrafix.com) 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Beth Engle 815-886-4953     (hortpotter@wmconnect.com) 
Asst. Treasurer  (Membership/ Dues) Felicia Cochran 630-521-1529     (fbc72@sbcglobal.net) 
Immediate Past President  Wendy Wesley 773-227-6064     (wswesley1@aol.com) 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Jerry Garner 2008 847-651-8139     (garnerjl@comcast.net) 
TBD 2008  
Leo Schordje 2009 847-746-9355     (lschordje@dataflo.net)  
Joe Dixler  2009 847-432-7708      (jmd@dixler.net) 
TBD 2010  
Lois Cinert 2010 630-739-1068     (geolocin@earthlink.net) 
Victor Lentini 2011 773-763-6363     (f1orchid@aol.com) 
Allison Tribble 2011 773-728-4874     (allisont@rcn.com) 

 

Cattleya dormaniana CCM/AOS. Grower: John Clausen 

Paph In-Charm Space HCC/AOS. 
Grower: Luis Torres 


