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President’s Message 
Luis Torres – President 

It’s February, it’s still cold and it’s show time!  
Looking over the calendar on the IOS website, 
this is a busy time of year with regards to shows.  
The Orchid Growers Guild and Batavia are 
coming up this month and our own spring show 
is just a few short weeks away in March.  If 
you’re like me, you’ll have plenty in bloom so 
get your plants to your local pick-up location and 
let’s put on a show!  Albeit the middle of winter, 
the quality display plants for our January 
monthly meeting was simply outstanding (better 
as a whole than what I saw at Kew Gardens). 
Let’s aim for an equally impressive display of 
blooming plants for the away shows we’ll be 
attending.  I know we can do it! 

 
It’s all about you.  The principle subject up for 

discussion at the January Board of Directors 
meeting was IOS membership; attracting new 
members, retaining subscribed members and 
enriching the monthly meeting experience for 
everyone.  There was a good deal of lively and 
constructive discussion which will be continued 
over the course of the next meeting cycle or two.  
Everyone in the IOS has a contributing voice 
with regard to who we are and what we do, so 
don’t be shy, please chime in.  Consider this 
your formal invitation.  If you have suggestions 
for improving any aspect of IOS membership, 
run them by me or any other board member.  
Alternatively, feel free to participate at an IOS 
board meeting.  They are open to the entire 
membership and no one will be turned away.  
Finally, I’d also like to encourage each and every 
one of you to reach out and invite a friend, 
neighbor, coworker or someone in your 
community who may be interested in orchid 
culture or conservation or even just horticulture 
in general to a monthly meeting.  Our spring 
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show in March is another excellent opportunity 
to extend an invitation to visit. 

 
So, while you’re thinking about who to bring 

to a meeting or invite to our spring show, go and 
pull those plants for Madison and Batavia.  I see 
blue ribbons in our future! 

 
Happy growing, 

  
-Luis 
 
  

Pot. Love Call 'H&R' x (Lc. San Mist x Slc. Kauai 
Star Bright 'Volcano Queen' 

Grower:  Allison Tribble

View from the Speaker's Chair 
Loren Pollock - Speaker Chair 

 
I hope all of you enjoyed our program at last 

month’s meeting. When I approached Harry 
Phillips about coming out to speak to our group, 
he assured me that his presentation on miniature 
orchids would be well received. From your 
feedback , he certainly delivered on his promise.  

 

 
Harry Phillips of Andy's Orchids 

 
For me, Harry’s presentation was a bit nostalgic. 
Not too many years ago when I lived in an 
apartment, I too grew my orchids in a miniature 
indoor “greenhouse” that  I cobbled together out 
of scrap corrugated greenhouse glazing. I too 

used lights, fans, and the same ultrasonic misters. 
Just as Harry stated, it was a great way grow a 
collection of small orchids.  

 
Our speaker at this upcoming meeting will be 

Carson Whitlow. Here is a portion of Carson‘s 
bio: 

 
Carson became interested in orchids in 1958 

when he was a sophomore in college. The 
following years he worked on the weekends and 
summers repotting orchids for a firm in 
Springfield, Illinois. After graduating in 1960, 
Carson went to Santa Ana, California to work for 
the prestigious firm of B. O. Bracey and 
Company. A year later, he changed his direction 
and entered upon a career in government 
service with the Orange County (California) 
Health Department. Career-wise, he has been 
an administrator in public health since that time, 
changing in 1988 to highway safety. 
Educationally, he has a Bachelors of Arts 
degree in education and mathematics (1960) 
from Blackburn College, Carlinville, Illinois, and 
a Master of Science of Public Health degree in 
biostatistics (1973) from the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 

 
After leaving the Bracey firm, Carson 

established his own collection, mostly of blue 
Cattleyas, with which he undertook hybridizing in 
association with Fred A. Stewart, Orchids, in 
San Gabriel, California. From 1964 thru 1969, 
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he produced in excess of 60 blue cattleya 
hybrids, many of which are still in collections, 
arising from the original seedlings or as 
mericlones. Many are used as basic parents in 
today's blue Cattleya breeding. 

 
In 1973, with his move to central Iowa, Carson 

took a distinct change in direction, working with 
the hardy terrestrial orchids, primarily the 
Cypripediums and Calopogons. His worked 
resulted in the first registered artificial hybrids of 
Cypripedium in 1987 and Calopogon in 1991. 
He continues to hybridize these genera and has 
built a small business, Cyp. Haven, as retail 
outlet for his work (http://www.c-
we.com/cyp.haven/). 

 
In 1995, Carson's interest in the internet and 

an easier means of finding orchid related sites 
on the world wide web brought about the birth of 
"The Orchid Mall," which today has become the 
definitive link site for orchids on the internet 
(http://orchidmall.com/). 

 
Carson's hybrid work is recognized throughout 

the world. He has published over 30 articles in 
U.S. and European journals. He has been giving 
presentations on his breeding and propagation 
for over 30 years, throughout the United States, 
Canada, and in Scotland at the 14th World 
Orchid Congress in 1993. He is truly a world-
class hybridizer, author and speaker.    

 
Carson‘s presentation is titled “The World of 

Cypripediums".  Carson is a seasoned veteran on 
the speaker circuit, and his presentation should 
be very interesting. 

 

I know how much many of you enjoy the 
opportunity to purchase orchids at our meetings, 
so while Carson will not be able to bring plants 
to sell,  Natt’s Orchids will be providing a nice 
selection for our sales table. 

 
Our workshop this month will be conducted by 

our very own Lois Cinert. Lois will be speaking 
about “Recognizing  and Selecting Good 
Flowers“. As an AOS judge in the making, Lois 
should have some helpful information on flower 
quality. 

 
 
Once again, thanks to all who brought goodies 

to share at the last meeting, and please bring 
something for your fellow members at the next. 
Stay warm and safe during our little cold spell. I 
look forward to seeing all of you at our 
upcoming meeting. 

 
-Loren 
 

 
Laelia anceps 'Little Beauty' 

Grower:  Beth Engle 
 

The 2008 Joseph W. Koss Memorial Award 
Jim Spatzek - Chaiman, Chicago Judging Center, American Orchid Society 

For the our newer members, this award was 
established and funded by a vote of the Illinois 
Orchid Society Board of Directors in 1992 to 
honor the memory of Joe Koss, past president of 
the IOS, ardent advocate for the creation of the 
Chicago Judging Center, and its first chairman.  
The award, an engraved crystal bowl is presented 
to the owner of the highest pointed orchid plant 
awarded at the Chicago Judging Center or either 
of the two annual IOS Shows in any given year.  

 

We are pleased to announce the 2008 winner is  
Bill Rogerson.  This makes the third Koss award 
for "the Bill" since its inception... quite an 
accomplishment. A CCE (Certificate of Cultural 
Excellence) 90 points was given on  March 8, 
2008 to his plant of Cattleya trianae semi-alba 
flammea, a species native to Brazil. The award 
description read: "Twenty-four flowers, 5 buds, 6 
developing sheaths and 2 maturing seedpods on 
eighteen growths on a 96cm x 37cm pot;  
flowers white, petals flushed pink, bright 
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raspberry centrally; lip flushed pink bright 
magenta marginally, throat golden yellow; 
substance average, texture slightly crystalline".  
Sure sounds like a plant I'd love to own.  
Wouldn't you?  

 
Congratulations to "the Bill" on this award.  

Joe Koss would have been proud since he was a 
great species grower.  

Join us on the second Saturday of each month 
(normally) at the Chicago Botanic Garden at 
1:00pm if you'd like to observe judging or better 
yet if you have a plant you'd like to have judged.   

 
-Jim 

 
 

 
Winner of the Joseph W. Koss Memorial Award - 2008 

Cattleya trainae semi-alba flammea 'Kathleen' CCE 90 Pts 
Grower:  Bill Rogerson 

Photo by Milton Wittman 
 
 
 

Home Show - Orchids in the Mist 
Sandy Fuller - Home Show Chair 

 
Our Spring Show on March 21st and 22nd will 

be here before we know it. We are hoping to 
have approximately 20 vendors and 40 exhibits 
so are expecting a great show. If you are 
interested in doing your own exhibit please fill 
out the exhibit reservation form (distributed in 
the e-mail with the newsletter) and send them to 
me via e-mail to sjfuller62@sbcglobal.net or 
regular mail. 

 

There will be an IOS display as always, so 
please feel free to bring your plants to help our 
display be the biggest and best in the show. 
Please be sure to prepare your plants by staking 
the flowers, making sure the leaves are clean and 
plants are bug free, and putting your name on the 
pots. Plants can be dropped off during the 
registration hours on Thursday and Friday.  

 
Here is the schedule for the show: 
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Thursday, March 19, 2009 
Show setup                             3:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
Registration                            5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
 
Friday, March 20, 2009 
Show setup                           10:00 am to 9:00 pm 
Registration                            2:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
 
Saturday, March 21, 2009 
Judge/Clerk Breakfast/Briefing                6:30 am  
Show Judging                                           7:00 am 
AOS Judging                                          10:00 am 
Show & Sale open  
        to the public                 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Judges Lunch                                                Noon 
 
Sunday, March 22, 2009 
Special opening  
        for Photography           9:00 am to 10:00 am 
Show open to the public      10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Show Teardown                                       5:00 pm  
 

 

Please be sure to check your schedule to find 
out when you could spare some time to help at 
the show. This is our big show and we need tons 
of help to have a successful show. Sign up on the 
website or email iosshowvol@sbcglobal.net to 
let us know when you can help.  

 
Don’t forget to bring your extra plants to sell 

so you can make room for those plants you know 
you will be buying at the show. Just bring your 
plants in on Thursday, Friday or on Saturday 
before the show opens. 

 
Thanks in advance for your help. We can’t do 

our shows without you. 
 
-Sandy 
 

 
Oncidium Twinkle 'White Cap' (above) 

Grower:  Rebecca Luce 
 

Paph. wardii (left) 
Grower:  Joe & Rosalie Dixler 

Membership 
Felicia Cochran - Membership Chair 

Congratulations to Joan and Nick Goodman 
who won a gift certificate for Oak Hill Gardens in 
the Membership Early Renewal drawing at our 
last meeting. 

   
There are still quite a few people who have not 
renewed their memberships, yet.  For members 
who have not renewed, this will be the last 
newsletter you will receive, until your 
membership is up to date. 

Orchids by Hausermann will be holding their 
Annual Open House during the last weekend in 
February (2/27/09 – 03/01/09) and the first 
weekend in March (03/06/09 – 03/08/09). We 
need volunteers to help with an IOS Membership 
table at the event.  If you are interested please 
contact me at fbc72@sbcglobal.net or 630-521-1529. 

 
-Felicia 
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Away Shows - Batavia Orchid Society 
Anne Kotowski -  Away Show Chair 

As you receive this newsletter, the Madison 
show is about to get underway.  You can still drop 
plants off at the drop-off locations (at right) if you 
hurry, but call to be sure there is still time..  

 
After Madison, it's on to Batavia, Feb. 21-22. 

Show set up is Friday 20th at the DuPage 
Fairgrounds in Wheaton. There are two ways to 
contribute -  take plants to the dropoffs (see right 
for locations) or bring them to the show on 
Friday.  I will there by 4:00pm. Registration 
closes at 7:00pm. If you have trouble getting there 
by 7:00pm, let me know the plant names and I can 
register them for you. This is the easiest away 
show to participate. 

 
If you have any questions, call me at (630) 833-

8042 (evenings) or phrag207@earthlink.net. 

Drop-off Locations: 
 
Lois Cinert 
595 Sharon Way, Bolingbrook 
(630) 739-1068 
 
Sandy Fuller  
352 W. Cheryl Lane, Palatine 
(847) 991-5434  
 
Sue Golan 
599 W. Old Mill Rd., Lake Forest 
(847) 234-6311 
 
Anne Kotowski 
430 Addison, Elmhurst 
(630) 833-8042 

 
               

-Anne 
 

 
Phal. Glad Dawn (above) 
Grower:  Sherry Maloney 

 
Phrag. Super Grande (right) 

Grower:  Joel Edwards 
 

 

Monthly Judging - Wow! 
Lois Cinert - Monthly Judging

A lot of you brought plants through the cold 
and snow!  Keep it up.  We love to see your 
flowers.  

Don’t forget to send your plants to the 
upcoming away shows.  Our neighbors will love 
to see them, too.  And you get double points for 
plants sent to shows. 
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Jerry Seidel was awarded plant of the month 
for his Paph. venustum.  We had the pleasure of 
having plants from three members who haven’t 
brought plants before:  Jeanne Becker, Henry 
Jhimabukuro, and Terri Morton.   It’s good to 
see more members participating. 

 
February may be cold again; don’t forget your 

heat packs. 
 

-Lois 
 
 
 

 
Plant of the Month Award Winner 

Paph. venustum 
Grower:  Jerry Seidel 

 
 
 

Greenhouse 
 

Dixler, J & R 383 
Gamson, Ed 21 
Golan, Sue 429 
Lubin, Barry 290 
Passine, Paul 120 
Rogerson, Bill 470 
Spatzek, James 19 
Thompson, Carole 20 

Lights / Windowsill 

Becker, Jeanne 10 
Bloome, Cathy 65 
Buckles, Betsy 21 
Castillo, Karen 5 
Cinert, Lois 111 
Cochran, Felicia 44 
Criscuola, Margo 10 
Dangoria, Phyllis 5 
Davis, Joan 26 
Duvalowski, Anne 5 
Edwards, Joel 396 
Engle Beth 52 
Fuller, Sandy 265 
Goodman, Joan 35 
Hall, Julie 61 
High, C & J 219 
Jhimabukuro, Henry 10 
Johnson, Carolyn 45 
Kiergaard, Cleo 10 
Kotowski, Anne 20 
Lentini, Victor 48 
Luce, Rebecca 36 
Maloney, Sherry 237 
Morton, Terri 5 
Opitz, Albert 12 

 Ortega, Norrine 5 
Papiewski, Claire 22 
Pollock, Loren 2 
Powell, Ellen 106 
Rainbow, Jo Ann 63 
Seidel, Jerry 40 
Stafford, J & K 12 
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Titterton, George 58 
Torres, Luis 528 
Tribble, Allison 285 
Tropp, Bob 5 
Vrabel, Ken 197 
Younghale, B & H 167 
Zielinski, Wally 20 

 
 

 
Dgmra Hani 'Star of Unicorn'  

Grower:  Jeanne Becker 
 

 
Paph. Playas Peak 

Grower:  Betsy Buckles 

 
Paph. hybrid 

Grower:  Henry Jhimabukuro 
 

 
Phal. Mini Mark 'Holm' (right) 

Grower:  Terri Morton 
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Dendrochilum wenzelii 
Growers:  C & J High 

 

 
Dtps. pulcherrima var. chumpornensis 

Grower:  Ken Vrabel 
 

 
Ascda. Blue Eyes 'Napporn' 

Grower:  Joan Davis 

 
Paph. Blushing Princess 
Grower:  Anne Kotowski 

 

 
Brassanthe Maikai 'Mayumi' HCC/AOS 

Growers:  Bob & Helen Younghale 
 

 
Maxillaria spilotantha 
Grower:  Sue Golan
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Financial Fun and More!  
Beth Engle -  Treasurer 
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If you haven’t read the above book, I highly 

recommend it.  I love gardening books in essay 
form.  I picked the above book up at a used book 
shop and thoroughly enjoyed it.  It is a series of 
short articles, each one, just perfect for a quick 
read.   

 
As we all continue to learn about the plants we 

love, including orchids, it is important not to take 
it personally if some of the plants in our 
collections don’t seem to be as happy as they 
ought.  I have recently been thinking about 
‘culling the herd’, and composting where 
needed.   

 
Composting is a fine end to a good try, and 

shouldn’t be considered a failure.  The only 
failure is to make no attempt at all.  For any 
members new to orchids, let me assure you, 
everyone one of us has killed, and will kill plants 
in the future.  Yes, one tries to minimize the 
losses, but it does happen.   

 
That doesn’t mean that I won’t try again.  I 

don’t sink a large amount of money on 
something that I haven’t researched or learned 
about.  But a little gamble on a new-to-me plant 
is a good thing.  That is what makes our 
members plants sales so great.  It can give us a 
chance to try new species/varieties that we 
haven’t see or tried before.  It also gives a chance 
to talk to the person who grew it, and see what 
worked for them.  Luis’s ‘paths’ from the last 
meeting’s plant sales are a good example.  
Beautiful plants, well grown, at a bargin price, 
with Luis on hand to answer questions, and give 

a big boost to make the learning curve shorter for 
those that took his plants home.   

 
Remember, the spring show is coming soon.  

What extra plants might you be interested in 
selling to make room for some new additions to 
your collection?  If nothing else, stop by the 
sales tables to see what you might want to give a 
try.   

 
Currently, here is our financial situation (un-

reconciled): 
 
Checking    $12,069.89 
Money Market account  $17,568.40 
Certificate of Deposit    $5,000.00 
 
I’d also like to thank those of you who have 

complimented me on my columns.  I appreciate 
feedback very much, whether compliments or 
constructive criticisms.  So let me know what 
you think.   

 
As always, if you have any questions on our 

financials, please let me know.  I would hazard a 
guess that any suggestions you may have for the 
board members or committee heads would be 
welcomed.  The best societies are made up of 
actively engaged members!   

 
-Beth  
 

 
George Titterton (right), one of the lucky raffle 

winners, collects his prize while Harry Phillips 
of Andys Orchids looks on. 
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Culture Corner - Growing Tips - pH 
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor 
 
 
 

Few orchid growers can explain why pH is 
important to orchid culture. If one looks up pH in 
the dictionary, the definition has to do with the 
number of hydrogen ions in water; a fact that has 
little meaning to most of us. 

 
The pH of water used to grow orchids is 

important and so is the pH of the medium used. 
Most hobbyists use whatever medium is avail-
able and the water that comes from the tap. They 
do not need to understand pH because the 
combination of medium and water they are using 
is well within the ideal range for most orchids. 

 
Many years ago, Ralph Wasdon, was known 

as one of the best orchid growers in Eastern 
North Carolina. He was noted for using only K-
Mart generic fertilizer, one of the cheapest 
around. Other growers, noting his technique tried 
to duplicate his growth without success. Ralph 
knew nothing of pH, but by trial and error had 
found the right combination of growing medium, 
which when combined with his water source and 
fertilizer, provided an almost perfect pH balance 
for the absorption of nutrients. His very dilute 
fertilizer mix, resulted in water with a pH of 6.2, 
ideal for nutrient uptake.  

 
There are a few of us who have extremely 

poor water or who decide to try a new type of 
fertilizer, growing medium, or pesticide/ 
fungicide who do need to understand pH. Some 
water sources are extremely basic or acidic and 
there are a few fertilizers that contain excess 
micronutrients. Micronutrients can be toxic 
under very low pH.  

 
Hobbyists who try to improve their growing 

by testing water for dissolved solids or pH may 
also fail to appreciate that it is the pH of the 
medium combined with water that is most 
important. While water source is one component, 

most water and nutrient uptake occurs where 
roots are in contact with the medium. Here, the 
pH may change dramatically from that of the 
applied water. 

 
In peat-based media, for example, the 

breakdown products of peat lead to acid 
conditions that may become extreme. If 
micronutrients are in the water source or applied 
as fertilizer they may become so soluble under 
acidic conditions that the orchids receive toxic 
levels. This can be exacerbated by using some of 
the high nitrogen Cal-Mag fertilizers especially 
blended for orchids. 

 
These fertilizers, when mixed with water, 

lower the pH. Typically, this is not a problem if 
the water source is full of minerals. If the source 
is rainwater or deionized water, the acidity can 
be so extreme that orchid roots are killed. 
Adding a solution that raises pH can produce 
fantastic growth in orchids, but requires control 
of the pH. 

 
Many pesticides are most effective at a 

specific pH, usually slightly acidic. One popular 
fungicide, Kocide, can be toxic under a very 
acidic pH, but very effective if the pH is over 7. 
Kocide contains copper that is soluble and taken 
up by plants at lower pH values. 
 

So what does the average orchid hobbyist need 
to know about pH. If your orchids are growing 
well, the answer is nothing. If you begin 
experimenting with new fertilizers, media or 
pesticides, a simple pH meter may prevent you 
from damaging your orchids and make you a 
better grower.  
 
 - Courtney Hackney 

 
 

The following article appeared in the Nov-Dec 2008 issue of the Richmond Orchid Alliance 
Bulletin. It is reprinted here with permission.  
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Orchid Biology from One Hobbyist’s Perspective 
Dave Tribble - Contributing Editor 

 
 
 

���������	
���
������������������
���������������������������� �����
 

    As a new orchid enthusiast I never stop 
being amazed at the variety and complexity of 
the various genera, their species and associated 
hybrids. Since the golden age of orchid 
discovery in the mid 1800’s to the early 1900’s 
collectors and scientists have attempted to 
cultivate and propagate orchids. It was not until 
the first quarter of the last century that an 
expedient means of propagation by seed became 
a reality. Prior to this time, success was very 
limited. Orchids reproduce in the wild thru the 
efforts of insects, the majority being varieties of 
bees, moths, and flies. Once pollinated the plants 
develop a seed pod, more properly called a 
capsule, which contains the ovary within which 
ovules are fertilized by individual pollen grains. 
Upon pollination, the capsule swells as the 
developing seeds grow and mature. The time to 
maturation varies from genus to genus and 
species to species being as little as 60-90 days 
and as much as 300 plus. When the capsule is 
mature it will split, which is called dehiscence. 
After splitting, the contents numbering in the 
hundreds of thousands to a million seeds are 
subjected to dispersion by wind, water and 
animals. The likelihood that any given seed will 
receive a proper environment to germinate is 
remote. 

 
Orchid seeds unlike many other seeds do not 

contain endosperm. This is a starch like 
substance that nourishes young plants until they 
develop leaves with chlorophyll and begin to 
photosynthesize nutrients. Orchids instead rely 
on a symbiotic relationship with mycorrhizal 
fungi. A symbiotic relationship is one in which 
two organisms live in close association with one 
another for the benefit of both. The most 
common example is the bee and a flowering 
plant. The flower gets pollinated and the bee 
obtains food. In the relationship between the 
mycorrhizal fungus and the orchid seeds, some 
of the cells of the orchid embryo become 

infected. The fungi grow into these few cells and 
by complex biochemical processes the cells take 
over or control the fungus. This allows the cells 
to absorb/digest a portion of the fungus 
providing nutrients. These nutrients are released 
by the cells which in turn assist in the 
germination of the seed and its subsequent 
growth. 

 
       
     Prior to the development of laboratory 

techniques, seed germination by the use of 
mycorrhizal fungi was left to placing orchid 
seeds in close proximity to orchid plant roots in 
an attempt to infect them with the fungi. This 
met with very limited success. Fortunately, as 
the result of experimentation with nutrient agar it 
was discovered that orchid seeds could be 
cultured much the same as had been done with 
bacteria. Thus began the in vitro (“in glass”) 
germination of orchid seeds. Because 
germination takes place without the symbiotic 

The following article appeared in the Nov 2008 issue of the Florida West Coast Orchid Society 
Newsletter.  It is reprinted here with permission. The author is Jeff Dromm.* 
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relationship of the fungi and relies on a nutrient 
rich media it is called Asymbiotic 
Micropropagation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Micropropagation works only for 

Photosynthesizing orchids (those capable of 
generating chlorophyll). Other varieties called 
Saprophytes have no chlorophyll and subsist on 
the decaying remains of plants. These plants and 
their seeds rely solely on the infecting fungi and 
will not germinate and or live without them. 

 
 
 

    As a result of development of Asymbiotic 
Micropropagation, orchid hobbyists, growers, 
and scientists were given the opportunity to 
create large quantities of plants very quickly. In 
addition, they were free to experiment with 
hybridization which up until the 2nd quarter of 
the 20th century was rarely done successfully, 
since seed culture and viable seed supplies were 
limited. 

 
   This opportunity to experiment with the 

genetics of orchids has resulted in over 100,000 
registered hybrids and has contributed to 
healthier and greater variety of species available 
today. This also allows us to become 
conservators of orchid species by protecting 
them from total extinction due to over collecting 
in the wild and habitat destruction.  

 
    In the coming months I would like to 

attempt to outline the actual processes, 
equipment and procedures necessary for the 
ordinary orchid hobbyist to enjoy the prospect of 
germinating and growing your own orchid 
babies. I will attempt to cover orchid anatomy, 
hand pollination of orchid flowers, the 
harvesting and storage of seed, preparation of 
nutrient media, the germination of orchid seeds 
and their ongoing culture. As a beginner, it will 
be a journey of learning and discovery I hope 
you will come along to learn and appreciate this 
part of orchid culture even if you choose to not 
grow orchid babies yourself. 

 
*  Jeffrey Dromm was born in Teaneck New 

Jersey. He attended college at Indiana 
University, Bloomington Indiana with a degree 
in Psychology with majors in Anatomy and 
Physiology and Zoology. He has been interested 
in orchids for many years, but did not have 
sufficient time to devote to them as real hobbyist 
and collector. Now that his children have grown 
up, Jeff can indulge his passion. 
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Officers and Board Members 
 
Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30): 
President  Luis Torres 847-303-6838     (mrltorres@hotmail.com) 
1st Vice President (Meetings/speakers) Loren Pollock 847-219-0718     (ioseditor@higrafix.com) 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Sandy Fuller 847-991-5434     (sjfuller62@comcast.net) 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042     (phrag207@earthlink.net) 
Secretary (Recorder) Karen Castillo                             (rej_yoga@yahoo.com) 
Asst. Secretary (Newsletter Editor) Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Beth Engle 815-886-4953     (hortpotter@wmconnect.com) 
Asst. Treasurer  (Membership/ Dues) Felicia Cochran 630-521-1529     (fbc72@sbcglobal.net) 
Immediate Past President  Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Leo Schordje 2009 847-746-9355     (leosorchids@sbcglobal.net)  
Joe Dixler  2009 847-432-7708      (jmd@dixler.net) 
Claire Papiewski 2010 847-622-8664     (dreflap@yahoo.com) 
Lois Cinert 2010 630-739-1068     (geolocin@earthlink.net) 
Victor Lentini 2011 773-763-6363     (f1orchid@aol.com) 
Allison Tribble 2011 773-728-4874     (allisont@rcn.com) 

Bob Tropp   2012  874-676-2495    (jackietropp@comcast.net) 

George Titterton 2012  773-989-9044    (getinteriors@juno.com) 
 
 

Here are a few more flowers from this month's 
judging: 
 
 

 
Paph. White Knigh 

Growers:  Joe & Rosalie Dixler 

 
Neobenthamia gracilis 

Grower:  Sue Golan 

 
 
 

Paph. bellatulum 
Grower:  Joel Edwards 

Paph. Hellas 'Westonbirt' CCM/AOS 
Growers: Bob & Helen Younghale 
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Support Our Sponsors! 
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