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President’s Message 
Luis Torres – President 

OK, it’s show time!  Our spring show, themed 
“Orchids in the Mist” runs Saturday 21st and 
Sunday 22nd March, 2009.  Read ahead to Sandy 
Fuller’s section regarding show set-up specifics.  
In past shows I’ve really enjoyed the set-up; a 
chance to preview display plants and an excellent 
opportunity for some early shopping.  Plan on 
being there.  We’re a volunteer organization and 
nothing emphasizes the fact more than a show.  
The quality of our show depends as much on our 
volunteer turn-out as it does on the quality of 
flowers exhibited and the participating vendors.  
Please, I’ve already guaranteed clement weather 
for the weekend, so make it a point to volunteer.  
I’ll be there for the entire weekend working with 
Joe Dixler at the re-potting station.   

 
During this season of economic uncertainty, I 

wanted to take a moment to assure the 
membership that the Board of Director is 
working hard to carefully manage every penny of 
the IOS budget.  Like every organization out 
there, commercial or not-for-profit alike, we’ll 
shortly be overhauling our budget for the new 
fiscal year starting in July.  What won’t be 
compromised is the quality of the members 
monthly meeting, I guarantee it. We’ll keep 
working hard to secure the best speakers 
available.   Conservation is next on our 
commitment priority list.  The IOS joined the 
Orchid Conservation Coalition last year and the 
recipient of our first 1% for orchid conservation 
check will be the program led by Larry Zettler, 
PhD, of the Illinois College.  You might recall 
Larry’s lecture with us on mycorrhizal fungi and 
orchid conservation that I suspect surprised 
everyone who attended.  Anyway, rest assured 
that a top-notch members meeting experience 
and orchid conservation will continue to be no-
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compromise elements of our IOS budget, even 
during these challenging economic times. 

 
With everything that’s challenging us these 

days, do make it a point to not just volunteer for 
our spring show, but to soak it all up.   There’s 
nothing like a flush of beautiful flowers to herald 
the start of spring and lift ones spirits.  Winning 
is always nice as well, so bring in your best 
blooming plants for the IOS display 

 
Happy growing, 
 
---- Luis.  
 

 
Zgd. Calico Gem 

Grower:  Claire Papiewski 

 
Phaius Dan Rosenberg 
Grower:  Victor Lentini 

 
 

View from the Speaker's Chair 
Loren Pollock - Speaker Chair 

 
I hope everyone enjoyed Carson Whitlow's 

presentation - I know that I did. Being a slipper 
lover, I always get excited when I see 
cypripediums at a meeting or a show. As much 
as I love them, I have always been reluctant to 
give Cyps a try because of their cultural 
requirements. After having listened to Carson's 
presentation, however, I may give it a go. For 
those of you that are considering growing 
Cypripediums, here is a list of interesting links 
that I found out on the web (the first link on the 
list is that of our speaker Carson Whitlow). 
Check them out - you might find them 
interesting: 

 
  

Carson Whitlow discusses Cypripediums 
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www.c-we.com/cyp.haven/index.htm 
www.ivensorchids.co.uk/paphiopedilum.htm 
culturesheet.org/orchidaceae:cypripedium 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cypripedium 
www.raisingrarities.com/Cypripedium%20Care.htm 
ladyslipper.com/cyppot.htm 
www.slipperorchidforum.com/forum/forumdisplay.p

hp?f=23 
 
Many thanks to Lois for conducting our 

February workshop. The feedback that I received 
was quite positive. Lois, we need to talk about 
when you will be conducting our next workshop! 

 
And, of course, thank you to everyone who 

brought in goodies to share. Homemade treats 
are always a nice addition to our meetings. 

 
As you know, March 21-22 is our Spring 

show, so we will not be having a members 
meeting. I know you have heard it a number of 
times, but I'm compelled to mention it again...if 
you haven't signed up to volunteer at the show, 
please do! It's a great opportunity to learn about 
orchids, meet and work with some of our 
commercial growers, and to help out our society. 

Without the hard work of our members, these 
incredible shows would not be possible. 

 
Information on our April speaker will follow 

in the next newsletter.  
 
I hope to see you all at the show! 
 
 
-Loren 
 

 
Dendrobium Love Memory 

Grower:  Lois Cinert 
 

 

Home Show - Orchids in the Mist 
Sandy Fuller - Home Show Chair 

Well, it is almost Show time again. Our Spring 
Show is right around the corner. What a 
wonderful way to usher in Spring. We will have 
many beautiful exhibits, orchid vendors with a 
wide variety of plants for sale, IOS plant sales and 
repotting service, our usual raffle and a special 
demonstration by Joy Soup of Suphattra’s Clay 
flowers.  

 
Please be sure to support your society by 

coming out to enjoy the show. If you have some 
free time, please sign up to help out. It is a great 
way to meet and get to know other society 
members. You can still sign up via the website 
(http://www.iosoc.com/show/spring-volunteers.shtml) 
or by calling Claire Papiewski (847-622-8664). 

 
If you have flowering orchids we could really 

use them in the IOS exhibit. We would love to 
have the best exhibit in the show. If you have 
extra plants that you would like to sell you can 

bring them to the show to be sold at the IOS sales 
table. This is a great way to make space for new 
orchids in your collection. We can also use some 
goodies for the hospitality room. 

 
There are many ways you can participate and 

we would love to have your help. Please think 
about what will fit in to your schedule. Remember 
we can’t have a successful show without you. 

 
Here is the schedule for the show: 
 

Thursday, March 19, 2009 
Show setup                             3:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
Registration                            5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
 
Friday, March 20, 2009 
Show setup                           10:00 am to 9:00 pm 
Registration                            2:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
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Saturday, March 21, 2009 
Judge/Clerk Breakfast/Briefing                6:30 am  
Show Judging                                           7:00 am 
AOS Judging                                          10:00 am 
Show & Sale open  
        to the public                 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Judges Lunch                                                Noon 
 
Sunday, March 22, 2009 
Special opening  
        for Photography           9:00 am to 10:00 am 
Show open to the public      10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Show Teardown                                       5:00 pm  
 

If you have any questions about the Show, 
please contact me. See you at the Show! 

 
-Sandy 
 

 

 
Cymbidium hybrid 

Grower:  Joan Goodman 
 

Away Shows - Northeastern Wisconsin OS and Central Ohio / MAOC  
Anne Kotowski -  Away Show Chair, with additional reporting by Lois Cinert - Contributing Editor 

 
The Orchid Growers Guild Show in Madison, 

Wisconsin was not one of our best performances. 
I guess everyone has had a bad growing year like 
me. We received a third for the display, and only 
2 firsts, 6 seconds, and 8 thirds. There just 
wasn’t any plant to pop the display. Many thanks 
to every who did contribute - Joel Edwards, Sue 
Golan, Sandy Fuller, Dave & Allison Tribble, 
Sherry Maloney, and Barry Lubin.  

 
At the Batavia show, our exhibit took second 

place.  Sherry Maloney got a Best of Class 
trophy for Cym. Ruby Eyes out of 14 entries in 
the class.  Joel Edwards received a first class 
ribbon for Paph. Golddollar. Beth Engle received 
a first for Maxillaria schunkeana.  

 
We need your blooming plants for two away 

shows in March.  First is Green Bay/Neenah, 
presented by the Northeast Wisconsin Orchid 
Society.  Plant pickup will be THURSDAY 
afternoon/evening, March 12.   

 

Please have your plants at the pick-up points 
by that date.  Plants will be returned to the same 
locations on Sunday evening. 

 
The Central Ohio Orchid Society / MAOC is 

two weeks later. Pickup will be on 
WEDNESDAY afternoon, March 25.  Plants will 
be returned to the drop-off locations on Monday, 
March 30. 

 
As always, send a list of your plants, with 

classes designated.  A copy of the show schedule 
is available on the web page www.iosoc.com, 
with the orchid show information.  Please check 
the plants for wildlife.  We want only plants, not 
animals.  Stake them for travel; we will display 
them to their best advantage at the shows. 

 
Thank you for letting us show your orchids.  

We want to share our lovely flowers with our 
neighbor orchid societies. 
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 Drop-offs for Show Plants 
 
Lois Cinert 
595 Sharon Way, Bolingbrook 
(630) 739-1068 
 
Sandy Fuller  
352 W. Cheryl Lane, Palatine 
(847) 991-5434  
 
Sue Golan 
599 W. Old Mill Rd., Lake Forest 
(847) 234-6311 
 
Anne Kotowski 
430 Addison, Elmhurst  
new address 714 S. Villa , Villa Park 
(630) 833-8042  

 
I am in the process of moving. I will 

be at the new address in the middle of 
March, so please call my cell (630) 
457-6351. I can’t have it on at work, 
but I will call back, or write to me at 
phrag207@earthlink.net.  
 

-Anne 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IOS Display at Orchid Growers Guild Show 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IOS Display at Batavia Orchid Society Show 
 

Photos by Lois Cinert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IOS Display at                            
Orchid Growers Guild 

Show in Madison 
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Monthly Judging - Hurry!  It's Show Time! 
Lois Cinert - Monthly Judging

The points below include THREE events since 
the last newsletter:  Orchid Quest, Madison, WI; 
our own February monthly meeting; and Batavia 
Orchid Society Show.  Did you send plants to all 
three?  Two of them gave double points for your 
plants.  That’s the way to boost your totals. 

 
March will bring three more events in close 

succession.  Northeast Wisconsin Orchid Society 
show is March 14, our Spring Show is March 21,  

 
 

and Central Ohio 50th Anniversary Show and 
MAOC is March 28.  If you have blooming 
plants, bring them!  Send them!  We want to see 
all of them. 

 
There is still time to make enough for our 

spectacular prizes!!!  Or at least our gift 
certificates to local growers.  Show off!  Let us 
see your beautiful orchids. 
 

-Lois 
 

 
Judging Points Awarded as of February 28, 2009: 
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                  Julie Hall presents the Plant of the Month, Paph. Oberhausen's Diament,  
grown by Barry Lubin

Maxillaria schunkeana 
Grower:  Lin Hui Strong 

 

 
Slc. Vallezak 'Billy Miles' 

Growers: C & J High 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masd. Peach Fuzz x Angel Tang 
Grower:  Victor Lentini 
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Otaara (Oconee x Peggy San) 'Fragrance' 

Grower:  Rebecca Luce 
 

 
Phal. hybrid 

Grower:  Victor Lentini 
 

 
Paph. Joe Headrick 

Grower:  Allison Tribble 
 

 

 
Phrag. Jason Fischer 

Grower:  Barry Lubin
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Outreach - Recent Activities 
Allison Tribble, Contributing Editor 

 
 
  

Over two weekends in February, The Chalet 
nursery in Wilmette held an event called 
Romance in the Keys. A main focus of this event 
was on orchids with Hermann Pigors (Oak Hill 
Gardens) giving a workshop on potting and 2 
lectures (2/7 for beginners; 2/14 for experts). The 
big question…..could the IOS somehow get 
involved?? 
 
   As someone once said…’There’s more than 
one way to skin a cat!’  It just so happens that the 
Chalet is a sponsor of the Winnetka Woman’s 
Club Antique Show, and yours truly is a member 
of WWC. The Woman’s Club staffed a table at 
the event to recruit and sell chocolates. Staffing 
the table on 2/7 (with Dave in his IOS 
sweatshirt), we could talk up orchids and our 
upcoming show. The Chalet would not let us 
recruit memberships directly, but they did take 
posters and bookmarks for display. 
 

In addition the IOS Show was prominently 
mentioned in the lecture materials passed out to 
participants on 2/7 & 2/14. Furthermore, to 
further foster cooperation between the non-
profits, the IOS took out a full-page ad in the 
WWC’s Newsletter (see insert above right). This 
came out on 2/15, and while the distribution is 
only a few hundred, these are all well-to-do 
matrons on the North Shore. 

 
Additional projects with the WWC are planned. 
As IOS members, we help them obtain gorgeous 
cattleyas from Hausermann for door prizes at the 
Antiques Show. This year the show will be 3/6-
3/8 and we will have IOS show posters 
prominently displayed. 
 
    Also the WWC will put on a luncheon-lecture 
on orchids in the Spring with yours truly as 
presenter.  
 

-Allison 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Paph. Rosy Dawn 

Grower:  Allison Tribble 
 
 
 

If you belong to a community organization, a school group, a library group, then you also can reach out in your 
community to spread the good news about the IOS. Contact Allison  allisont@rcn.com for assistance. 
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Financial Fun and More!  
Beth Engle -  Treasurer 
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Not much time before the 2009 Spring Show.  

Hope you all plan on turning out and putting a 
few hours in as volunteers. Sandy Fuller and her 
committee have already put hours into 
preparations!   

 
By the looks of our most recent monthly 

judging at the meetings, we should have 
staggering beautiful displays by IOS members!  
Volunteer and volunteer your plants.  Show your 
plants to CBG and show CBG to your plants! 

 
I encourage all of you to start looking at your 

collections for extra plants to put on the IOS 
sales table.  Now is the time to plan and get 
ready.  As with most things in life, showing up is 
half the battle, but a little dressing up doesn’t 
hurt either.  A little prior work can earn you a 
few more dollars in your asking price.  

 
·  Fill out the sales tickets ahead of time 
·  Give plants a bath 
·  Clean up the leaves 
·  Repot as necessary 
·  Trim up or remove any bad leaves (use 

sterilized equipment from plant to plant) 
·  Water your plants and let them drain well, 

before you bring them to the show (sales 
group doesn’t water, and we don’t want 
the table wet.  � )  

 
Your sales tickets need to be filled out 

completely.  Print if you can, as I can’t pay you 
if I can’t read your name (I’ve oft been accused 
of writing in hieroglyphics myself).  The white 
slip needs to be attached to the plant or pot.  The 

yellow slip goes in the box provided at the sales 
table, and you keep the pink copy.  I pay you 
your asking price less 25% (this goes to the 
club), if your plant sells.   

 
I need to be able to match your white and 

yellow sheets to pay you, so make sure the 
white in on the plant, and the yellow is in the 
box. 

 
One hint I can give you, is to use poster tape to 

affix the white tag to your plant.  Poster tape is 
sticky on both sides, and it seems to hold well, 
without causing the leaf any problem (not tried 
on really thin, delicate leaves).  It takes a small 
amount to do the job.   

 
Pictures of the flowers, and best care 

instructions, are also helpful for people to get.  Is 
there a special reason why you like the plant?  
Note it on the tickets so that people can read why 
they would want to buy your plant.  Remember 
the IOS members behind the table may not be 
familiar with your plant so info is important, and 
can help sell your plant.   

 
Ok, here finally, is the whole reason I get 

space in the newsletter -  
 
Currently, here is our financial situation (un-

reconciled): 
 
Checking    $12,683.77 
Money Market account  $17,586.40 
Certificate of Deposit    $5,000.00 
 
If you are holding any IOS checks, such as 

from Member Plant Sales, please deposit them as 
soon as possible.  As always, contact me if you 
have any questions about the plant sales, club 
finances, whatever.  If I don’t have the answers, I 
will try and redirect you to the proper person.   

 
Take Care! 
 
-Beth  
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Paph. Saium 

Grower:  Beth Engle 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cattleya aurantiaca 'Marigold'  
x Lc. Rojo 'Oak' 

Grower:  Carolyn Johnson 
 

Culture Corner - I Never Had Scale 
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor 
 
 
 

 
That's a pretty attention-getting opener, isn't it? 

And if you believe it, I'll tell you another as my 
grandmother used to say.  

 
Actually, I never had scale and I never had 

mealy bugs until I went around bragging (while 
looking  modest) that I hadn't had these nasty 
creatures in my oh-so-wonderful greenhouse. 
Big mouth.  

 
When I got "it" or "them" (all of the above), I 

should say, I freaked out. Of course, I had to 
blame it on something or somebody. You 
probably didn't know it was your fault and that I 
got "it" or "them" from your plants at a meeting 
or show. Thanks a lot. 

 
 

 
Well, what to do? I wanted immediate death, 

visible death, absolute death. And right away. 
 
When it comes to immediate death, alcohol is 

like cyanide to these devils. The mealy bug 
actually turns brown instantly, a beautiful sight 
to behold. If you are into slow death, I suppose 
you could water down the alcohol a bit. 

 
This is rubbing alcohol by the way, not our 

wine or whiskey. I pour it into the leaf axil 
straight from the bottle. Then I rub the back of 
the leaf with it anywhere I see traces. Since I 
can't see the scale crawlers, I wipe the whole leaf 
off with alcohol.  
 

With soft-leaved species, easy does it. They 
can't take leaf rubbing, like a cattleya can. 

Periodically, we will bring you items from past IOS Newsletters. Our forefathers, God bless 'em, left us with much astute and sage 
advice. The item below is reprinted from the Illinois Orchid Society Newsletter V42, No 08 (August, 1993). The author is: Sue 
Golan.  
.  
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I was amazed to hear that mealy bugs hide 

from the light. My mealies march forward like 
little white tanks in full daylight. Maybe this is 
the Lake Forest variety. 

 
These days it's so humid in my greenhouse 

that the peanut butter in the mousetraps turns 
green and moldy in two days. If I see any moldy-
looking-spots on my plants, l wipe with alcohol 
too. Sooty mold is a precursor of scale. 

 
As a little insurance I've been putting some 

systemic insecticide (Science has one variety) in 
the pot later on. It worked well on some African 
violets and hopefully will on orchids. 

 
The best prevention is to observe. Get your 

hands (and eyes) on every plant you own every 
month at least, especially the ones on the back 
shelf. Look under the leaves if they are curling a 
bit. Inspect the visible roots. Scale like them too. 

 
Finally, I was going to tell you that I've never 

had slugs, but I think I'll keep my mouth shut. 
 
 - Sue Golan 
 

 
Den. Tivy Twinkle 

Grower: Terri Morton

Tricks of the Trade – ‘Listen’ to your Plants! 
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor 

 
 
 
 
   Ok…so I don’t really mean that your 
plants will talk to you! Most that I’ve 
seen are more likely to use sign 
language! Thus their messages are 
visual rather than auditory…..but, 
sometimes the messages are loud and 
clear! 
 

   Case in point. Shown are 2 plants 
(each with a ‘side’ view, and a ‘top’ 
view - see next page for second plant). 
Both are Cattleyas….in fact, they are 
identical hybrids (Jose Marti ‘Mother’s 
Favorite’). What’s different about these 
identical plants? 

  

If you have a Trick of the Trade that you would like to share, please contact Dave Tribble at dtribble@rcn.com , and we’ll 
get your hint posted. 
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   Yes…you caught it! The first one 
(prior page) probably needs repotting! 
In fact it was last repotted 3/19/07, 
while the second plant (at right) was 
repotted 7/23/08. 
 

   Good job! But there’s much more! 
Why does the first plant have massive 
air roots, while the second one has few? 
No, it is not a difference in mix, they are 
both planted in the exact same mix 
(50% coconut husk & 50% diatomite). 
Look closer! There’s something 
different about the pots! 
 

Answer: Next Newsletter 
  

  

AOS Judging Results 
Jim Spatzek – Chairman, Chicago Judging Center, American Orchid Society, Inc.

Well, the winter/spring show season is well 
under way.  The judges have been traveling to 
shows around our region. 

  
The first show of the season was the Winter 

Carnival Show in St. Paul, Minnesota at the 
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory.  It is always a 
great show and we've been lucky to have good 
weather every year except one. There were 16 
plants selected for consideration and 6 were 
awarded.  They were: 

 
Sophrocattleya Mini Purple 'Candy Tuff'  AM/83 
pts--owned by Nancy Prine, Buffalo, MN 
 
Phrag. Scarlet O'Hara 'Karen' AM/81 pts--owned 
by Orchids Ltd, Plymouth, MN 
 
Cycnodes Bob Lewis 'Dee' AM/83pts--owned by 
Bob Lewis, Milwaukee 
 
Laelia anceps 'Jean Livingston' HCC/79pts--
owned by Steve & Kim Livingston, 
Bloomington, MN. 
 
Paph. Mashima Elf 'Winsome' HCC/79 pts--
owned by Winsome Orchids, Maple Plain, MN 
 
Paph. (Sheila Hanes x Via Virgenes) 'Winsome' 
HCC/77pts--owned by Winsome Orchids, Maple 
Plain, MN 

  

Next show on the schedule was the Orchid 
Grower's Guild Show in Madison Wisconsin.  
This is also a great show with lots of major 
exhibits and vendors with tons of plants for sale.  
27 plants were selected for AOS consideration 
with 7 awards being granted.  They were: 

 
Lycaste Sunray 'Sue's Pride' AM/86pts--owned 
by Susan Reed, Verona, WI 
 
Paph. fairrieanum 'Fox Valley' HCC/78pts--
owned by Fox Valley Orchids  
 
Paph. armeniacum 'Yellow Bird' HCC/77pts--
owned by Fox Valley Orchids  
 
Paph. delenatii var. vinicolor 'Waunakee Warrior' 
CHM/80pts--owned by Chuck Ackers, 
Fitchburg, WI 
 
Paph. St. Swithin's 'Roy Lenz' AM/85pts--owned 
by Lauren & Roy Lenz, New Berlin, WI 
 
Paph. Jennifer Kalina 'Fox Valley' HCC/78pts--
owned by Fox Valley Orchids 
 
Bulbophyllum plumatum 'Rojohn' JC/AOS--
Owned by Claire Rojohn, Hales Corners, WI 

  
And finally, there were 9 plants entered for 

AOS judging at the regular Chicago Center 
judging on February 14th.  Only one award was 



 - 14 - 

granted, a CBR/AOS to Oberonia toppingii 
'Shirley Sexton' owned by Larry Sexton of 
Batavia, Illinois. 

  
You are all welcome to join us at any judging 

and to observe, whether at a show or at our 
regular monthly judgings held at the Chicago 
Botanic Garden on the second Saturday of each 
month at 1:00pm.  Our next judging there will be 
in conjunction with the IOS Spring Show on the 
21st of March.  There will also be judging at the 
Northeast Wisconsin Orchid Society Show on 
March 14th in Neenah, Wisconsin. 

  
- Jim 
 

 
Bulbophyllum plumatum 'Rojohn' JC/AOS 

Grower:  Claire Rojohn 
Photo by Scott P. Weber 

 
 
 

 
Paph. armeniacum 'Yellow Bird' HCC 

Grower:  Fox Valley Orchids 
Photo by Scott P. Weber 

 

 
Paph. delenatii var. vinicolor 'Waunakee Warrior' 

Grower:  Chuck Ackers 
Photo by Lois Cinert 
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Orchid Biology from One Hobbyist’s Perspective 
Dave Tribble - Contributing Editor 
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Flowering plants are divided into two groups- 
Dicotyledons (Dicots) and  Monocotyledons 
(Monocots). Dicots and monocots are 
distinguished by several differences including, 
but not limited to, the number of embryonic 
leaves, the number of furrows or pores in the 
pollen, the number of petals (inner whorls) and 
sepals (outer whorls) plus the structure of the 
leaf veins. Dicots typically have two embryonic 
leaves called Cotyledons and three furrows on 
the pollen. The petals and sepals are in multiples 
of four or five and the leaf veins are reticulated. 
An example is the Sunflower family. Monocots, 
however, typically have one embryonic leaf, 
pollen with one furrow, petals and sepals in 
multiples of three and leaf veins that run parallel 
to the leaf length. An example is all members of 
the Orchid family. 
 

 
Figure 1 

BLC Pink Princess 'Ju Sen' 
Photo by J. A. Dromm 

 
Ancestral orchids had three stamens (the male 

reproductive organ) and three stigmas (the 
female reproductive organ). Modern orchids with 

the exception of a few species like Cycnoches 
have the stamens and stigmas joined/fused into a 
single feature called a column. This feature 
distinguishes them from other monocots and 
varies in size and shape depending on the 
species. The reproductive structure of flowering 
plants is the flower itself. 

 

 
Figure 2 

Photo Courtesy of Toy Meyers Conservatory and Marianna Max 

 
 In orchids one of the petals is specialized to 

form a lip or labellum (see Figure 1). This almost 
always differs in shape, size and color from the 
other petals. This modified petal offers a landing 
platform and helps direct the insects into the 
flower thus aiding in its pollination. In slipper 
orchids such as Paphiopedilums and 
Phragmipediums, this lip is modified to form a 
pouch (see Figure 2). As part of the column an 
anther, which is the terminal end of the stamen, 
holds the pollen. These are clumped waxy 
masses of pollen grains called pollinia.    
 

    This hardened cohesive mass is usually 
attached at tip or front end of the column covered 
by the anther cap (see Figure 3). The stigma, 

The following article appeared in the Dec 2008 issue of the Florida West Coast Orchid Society 
Newsletter.  It is reprinted here with permission. The author is Jeff Dromm.* 
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lower down on the column, is usually below the 
anther cap in a little sticky cavity which leads to 
the ovary at the base of the flower stem. Orchids 
have an ovary that is below the flower and 
contains the ovules or unfertilized seeds. That 
portion of the stigma that separates the cavity 
from the anther is called the Rostellum (see 
Figure 4). 

 

 
Figure 3 

Photo Courtesy of Toy Meyers Conservatory, 
Marianna Max and Dale Borders 

    
The majority of orchid flowers are bilateral in 

shape which means that if you bisect them 
vertically both halves are mirror images. Flower 
development in most orchid genera includes 
Resupination. In an orchid bud the labellum is at 
the top of the flower. In most orchids as the 
flower develops the ovary and the pedicel or 
flower stem twists 180 degrees, so by the time 
the flower opens the labellum is a the bottom of 
the flower. In the non-resupinate flowers, the 
ovary either twists 360 degrees (e.g., Angraecum 
superbum) or not at all, et al. members of the 
Osmoglossum, Pulchellum and Malaxis genera. 
What is also interesting is that in many instances 
flowers have a handedness, some turning 180 
degrees to the right and others turning 180 
degrees to the left as they resupinate. There are 
also numerous examples of multiple 

inflorescences where the direction of 
resupination alternates from flower to flower. 
The first flower may twist to the right while the 
next twists to the left alternating up the whole 
flower stalk. 
 

 
Figure 4 

Photo Courtesy of Toy Meyers Conservatory, 
Marianna Max and Dale Borders 

 
   Hopefully, this brief description of orchid 

flower anatomy and its complexity will allow all 
of us a further appreciation of this amazing 
family of plants. Next month I will attempt to 
provide some insight into the mechanism of 
natural pollination of the flower and discuss 
pollination of orchid flowers by hand. 

 
- Jeff 
 
*  Jeffrey Dromm was born in Teaneck, New 

Jersey. He attended college at Indiana 
University, Bloomington Indiana with a degree 
in Psychology with majors in Anatomy and 
Physiology and Zoology. He has been interested 
in orchids for many years, but did not have 
sufficient time to devote to them as real hobbyist 
and collector. Now that his children have grown 
up, Jeff can indulge his passion. 
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American Orchid Society - Altering Course 
Rosalie Dixler - AOS Liaison 

 
 
 

In the economic climate in which we find 
ourselves these days, we are all faced with difficult 
decisions when it comes to where and how we 
spend our money. Well, the AOS is no different. 
The Board of Trustees recognizes that our 
organization’s Mission must be the focus, and at 
the same time we must understand who our 
members are, and what is required to do for our 
members to remain a viable organization. It is 
obvious that we must do what private and public 
institutions do, as well as what many families do. 
And that is, we cannot spend what we do not have. 

 
With this in mind, the Board of Trustees and 

management took a very deliberate look at 
everything we are doing and determined whether 
each component adds value to the majority of the 
membership and whether it could be sustainable as 
a stand-alone program. As I explained in my last 
month’s column, our magazine, Orchids, is the 
most important reward for being a member of this 
organization. All of the impetus is being put 
forward to assure that we can continue to produce a 
monthly publication. In the same manner, judging 
and the Web site were determined to be as 
important as the magazine. 

 
However, we came to the conclusion that the gift 

store and the gardens, both located in our 
headquarters in Delray Beach , Florida , were two 
areas that could not meet the criteria on an ongoing 
basis. Therefore, the Board instructed management 
to begin a wind-down of the gift store immediately. 
As far as the gardens are concerned, we want to 
make sure that we can meet our obligations with 
the special events that are under contract and are 
scheduled through the end of May. Then in June 
we will close the gardens and greenhouses to the 
public, while still maintaining them to protect the 
value of that investment.  

 
Again, I repeat, the gardens will not be 

disbanded or individual plants sold. On the 
 
 
 

contrary, the gardens will be maintained with 
reduced staff and with the help of volunteers, so 
when we come out of this financial crisis they will 
reopen to the public, as the gardens are an 
important part of our recently implemented 
strategic plan. 

 
We continue to face extraordinary economic 

times, and we will continue to take steps to operate 
with the income we are receiving. This means that 
we will continue to make cuts in programs and 
personnel to match the money available. The Board 
has instructed management that it must operate 
within these limits, and under no circumstance take 
money from investments. 

 
At this moment, we are doing all we can to 

maintain services, and at the same time look for 
ways to increase the value of what the members 
receive for their membership. We need your help 
in getting new members and in securing donations, 
which are fully tax deductible, as dues alone are 
not enough to provide all the services to you. 

 
But there is good news in these difficult times, as 

we have a headquarters that is fully paid for and a 
corps of volunteers, who together with the reduced 
staff, can help us serve our membership. The Board 
of Trustees is in continued contact with 
management to make sure we stay focused on our 
Mission and serve the membership while keeping a 
prudent look at how we operate on a month-to-
month basis. 

 
As a postscript to last month’s column, I 

mentioned that we were no longer funding any 
grants for this fiscal year. This does not affect the 
private funding of fellowships and applications 
will be reviewed at the Spring Members Meeting. 
For example, the Furniss and Fang foundations still 
will consider worthy applications for their 
generous gifts to qualified applicants. 

 
Carlos Fighetti  
AOS President 
 

The following message was sent by Carlos Fighetti, President of the American Orchid Society. 
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Officers and Board Members 
 
Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30): 
President  Luis Torres 847-303-6838     (mrltorres@hotmail.com) 
1st Vice President (Meetings/speakers) Loren Pollock 847-219-0718     (ioseditor@higrafix.com) 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Sandy Fuller 847-991-5434     (sjfuller62@comcast.net) 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042     (phrag207@earthlink.net) 
Secretary (Recorder) Karen Castillo                             (rej_yoga@yahoo.com) 
Asst. Secretary (Newsletter Editor) Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Beth Engle 815-886-4953     (hortpotter@wmconnect.com) 
Asst. Treasurer  (Membership/ Dues) Felicia Cochran 630-521-1529     (fbc72@sbcglobal.net) 
Immediate Past President  Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Leo Schordje 2009 847-746-9355     (leosorchids@sbcglobal.net)  
Joe Dixler  2009 847-432-7708      (jmd@dixler.net) 
Claire Papiewski 2010 847-622-8664     (dreflap@yahoo.com) 
Lois Cinert 2010 630-739-1068     (geolocin@earthlink.net) 
Victor Lentini 2011 773-763-6363     (f1orchid@aol.com) 
Allison Tribble 2011 773-728-4874     (allisont@rcn.com) 

Bob Tropp   2012  874-676-2495    (jackietropp@comcast.net) 

George Titterton 2012  773-989-9044    (getinteriors@juno.com) 
 
 
 
 

 

IOS Affiliations 
 
Orchid Conservation Coalition 
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Orchid Digest 
http://www.orchiddigest.com

 

 
 
American Orchid Society 
http://www.aos.org 
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Support Our Sponsors! 
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