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Luis Torres — President

Some articles for the 10S newsletter take a
while to come together for me. This isn’t one of
those. On the heels of our “Orchids in the Mist”
show I'm driven to thank all of you that
volunteered your time and talents over the course
of the event. A lot of planning and hard work
converges on our show weekend. Yes the show
was a little smaller, fewer vendors and fewer
displays, but the quality overall was excellent.
Stephanie Lindemann at the Chicago Botanic
Garden wrote to tell me that show attendance
was 8,331 (down from 9,314 for 2008), but
garden attendance for the same weekend last
year was just 1,677 visitors! The impact our
show has to garden attendance speaks for itself.
We have a lot to be proud of.

Beyond thanking all of you that helped make
the show the success it was, | want to make a
special mention of three individuals that made a
standout difference. First and foremost, Sandy
Fuller deserves a standing ovation for her hard
work organizing the event. She was ably
supported by Jeanne Becker who also earned her
stripes as a candidate future home show chair
demonstrating poise and command over the
course of the weekend. Finally, |1 need to thank
Anne Kotowski who, in addition to setting up
our away show displays over the course of the
last 2 years, also arranged our “Orchids in the
Mist” display. It is with some sadness, but
mostly with gratitude, that | have to say goodbye
to both Sandy and Anne who have now arrived
at the end of their respective officer terms. Now
it's in the hands of the nominating committee to
select replacements from amongst our talent rich
IOS membership. I'm looking forward to
reviewing their recommendations.



Individual 10S member plants fared well with
both show ribbon judging as well as AOS
judging. I'm aware of three AOS awards that
were granted (two AMs and a CBR) in addition
to a flush of show ribbons. Also, our IOS ranks
swelled by at least 20 new members this show,
which is excellent. Please make it a point to
extend a warm welcome to our new members as
they start attending and participating in our
monthly meetings.

Reflecting on our spring show, it really was a
thrill to be part of the action with you all.
Appearing on your behalf on WGN and ABC
was fun (albeit a little difficult to prepare for)
and an experience | hope we can repeat in the
not-too-distant future. In fact, it only served to
underwrite my sense that we need to do more to
promote the 10S using all media types to which

Paphiopedilum moquettianum 'Becky' AM/AOS 81 Pts
Grower: Luis Torres
Photo by Loren Pollock

we have access. To borrow a marketing term, |
want to create brand name recognition for the
IOS within the Chicagoland orchid growing
community and beyond.

Anyway, that about wraps it up for another
month. With the arrival of spring, my thoughts
are now turning toward the premium growing
months ahead. Growing under lights as | do, the
winter is mostly about plant maintenance. It
won't be long now before my collection gets a
well earned summer vacation!

Happy growing,

---- Luis.

"-
Phrag. Alfredo Manrique 'Stonegaye' AM/AOS 83 Pts

Grower: Joe & Rosalie Dixler
Photo by Loren Pollock

View from the Speaker's Chair

Loren Pollock - Speaker Chair

| hope everyone had a great time at the show
last weekend. | know that | did. | thought all the
displays looked great, and | managed to purchase
a few gems that will make a nice addition to my
collection.

Speaking of collecting, our speaker this month
is Dennis D’Alessandro, and the title of his

presentation is Orchid Collecting: A Thirty
Year Journey.

Dennis is extremely well known throughout
the orchid community, and has been speaking to
orchid societies for years about orchids and the
exotic places where they are found. Here is a
snippet of Dennis’ bio:
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Dennis D'Alessandro began growing brought in. They will talk about the judging

orchids over 25 years ago and in 1977 process, and explain the types of attributes they
moved to southern Ecuador where he was are looking for in a quality orchid. Once again,

curator of the orchid collection at Lois Cinert has agreed to coordinate the
Orquideario Predesur, a botanical garden workshop (thanks Lois), so be sure to bring your
dedicated to the cultivation of the native flowering orchids, and your questions!

orchid species of Ecuador.
| hope to see you all at this coming Sunday!
Since then he has collected and cataloged
over 1000 specimens, of which over 80 -Loren
species were new to science.

Mr. D'Alessandro now divides his time
between Ecuador where he maintains an
orchid nursery in the town of Vilcabamba,
and the United States where he is the owner
of Gypsy Glen Orchids in Beaver, Pa.

During the last 5 years he’s spent a total
of about 6 months in Borneo studying orchid
habitats and visiting orchid nurseries around
the island. Many nights were spent in the
bush eating wild food. The days were spent
trekking through the rainforest where the
temperature and humidity were unbearable,
and leeches cover your body.

Dennis has also spent a number of weeks
at an orchid nursery, "Orchidwoods," in
North Borneo, where the owner was a
practicing sorcerer.

Dennis has also discovered a number of
new Bulbophyllum species that are pending
identification.

If you are at least curious about orchid
collecting — the way that Dennis has done it over
the years - you wont want to miss this
presentation.

Our workshop this month is a bit of a Sarcoglottis turkeliae 'Stonegate' CBR/AOS
continuation of February’'s workshop on Grower: Joe & Rosalie Dixler
choosing an orchid for flower form. This Photo by Loren Pollock
month’s workshop title is “Judging in Action”,
and this time we will get to sit in front of the
judges and all the wonderful plants that are



Home Show -Orchids in the Mist

Sandy Fuller - Home Show Chair

In spite of the name of our Spring Show we
had wonderful weather. It helped to bring over
8,000 visitors to our show. We had 19 vendors
attend and 27 exhibits. This was a little smaller
show than usual probably due to it being a little
earlier in the spring. That fact was an advantage
as far as publicity for the show. We had two
interviews that were aired on television: one with
WGN and one with ABC. | guess that is the
advantage of having your show on the first
weekend of spring.

Thanks to all who volunteered your time. Your
efforts led to the success of our show. Special
thanks to our show coordinators:

Jeanne Becker — Vendor Coordinator

Lois Cinert — Registration Coordinator

Felicia Cochran — Registration Database
Administrator

Claire Papiewski — Volunteer Coordinator
Anne Kotowski - IOS Display Arrangement
Beth Engle — Plant Sales Coordinator

Allison Tribble — Publicity Coordinator

Tom Franczak — Website Show Page Designer
Jerry Seidel — Judging Coordinator

In addition, thanks to our President, Luis
Torres for coordinating the television spots, Joe
and Rosalie Dixler for running the repotting
table and AOS membership table, Barry Lubin
for his willingness to do whatever was needed
and Loren Pollock for the AOS photography.
The success of this show is a reflection of the
hard work of many people. Thanks again to all
who participated. We couldn’'t have done it
without you.

-Sandy

lllinois Orchid Society Display
Orchids in the Mist
Spring 2009

-4-



Just the Points
Lois Cinert - Monthly Judging

And not all of them yet. We have totals for total at our monthly meetings, and by getting a
Batavia, Green Bay, and Columbus, but not plant awarded at an AOS judging.
lllowa or our own show. Those will follow

shortly, hopefully in time for the monthly Keep them coming! We've seen some
meeting. wonderful flowers this season, and we all want
to see more!

We have lots of people participating in our
monthly show-and-tell, and that’s great! Our -Lois
away shows also have some new exhibitors
sending plants. While we are finished with away
shows for now, you can still add to your points

Judging Points Awarded as of March 29, 2009:

Greenhouse High, C & J 315
Dixler, J & R 383 Jhimabukuro, Henry 10
Gamson, Ed 63 Johnson, Carolyn 71
Golan, Sue 583 Kiergaard, Cleo 10
Lubin, Barry 437 Kotowski, Anne 80
Passine, Paul 120 Lentini, Victor 125
Rogerson, Bill 470 Luce, Rebecca 51
Spatzek, James 19 Maloney, Sherry 345
Thompson, Carole 20 Morton, Terri 15

Opitz, Albert 12
Ortega, Norrine 5

Lights / Windowsill Papiewski, Claire 32
Becker, Jeanne 10 Pollock, Loren 2
Bloome, Cathy 65 Powell, Ellen 143
Buckles, Betsy 21 Puvalowski, Anne 5
Burnstine, Dick 1 Rambow, Jo Ann 63
Castillo, Karen 16 Reddick, Sherrie 15
Cinert, Lois 146 Seidel, Jerry 40
Cochran, Felicia 44 Stafford, J & K 12
Criscuola, Margo 10 Strong, Lin 10
Dangoria, Phyllis 5 Titterton, George 58
Davis, Joan 26 Torres, Luis 539
Edwards, Joel 535 Tribble, Allison 383
Engle Beth 138 Tropp, Bob 5
Fuller, Sandy 309 Vrabel, Ken 218
Goodman, Joan 45 Younghale, B & H 167
Hall, Julie 81 Zielinski, Wally 20



Sue Golan Chuck & Janengh Jim Spatzek Exhibit
Spring 2009 Show

Joe & Rosalie Dixler Exhibit
Spring 2009 Show



Membership

Felicia Cochran - Membership Chair

Please join me in welcoming the following Joni Kurtenbach
new members: Rose Matchen
Paul Oksnee/Lana Keroson

Aimee B. Anderson Mary & Allan Oyer
Katherine Anderson Beverly Perret
Brenda Arksey Merle Schuerman
Sandra Atkinson Rosamond Shee
Maria Luz Botero Quyen Troung, MAQS Orchids
Corina Barney Monica Zuniga
Meg Cipar
Marianne Dreger Thanks to all the volunteers who helped staff
Chick Hayman the I0S New Member Table, and helped answer
Jane Helfant all the visitors’ questions.
Joan Kamauskas
Maureen Kenny -Felicia

Tricks of the Trade —Answer to Last Month’s Puzzle

Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

If you have a Trick of the Trade that you would like to shar@spleontact Dave Tribble dtribble@rcn.cor , and we’ll
get your hint posted.

We figured out that the
Cattleya Jose Marti shown in
the 2 photos at right needed
to be repotted. We also
indicated that there was
something different about
this pot and the pot used for
the plant on the next page.

While both were planted in
plastic pots using exactly the
same mix, this pot _did not
have extra holes in the sides!

We all know that Catts like
to dry out between waterings,
and for that reason, many
growers only use clay pots

for Catts. (Plastic pots will  does_not like the mix in the potWe should have picked up on this

retain more moisture.) The earlier. The plant is in sheath and it is not thelitieze to repot, but
preponderance of air roots we have no choice!
gives us a clue that the plant
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Upon repotting we indeed found that there were
few roots going deep into the mix (see photo
below, left). The mix at the center of the pot was
still very damp even though it had been more
than a week since its last watering, and roots
near the center were rotting.

Luckily the mass of roots at the top were in
good condition so after trimming off the bad
roots, making holes in the sides of the new pot,
and using fresh mix the@éw’ Jose Marti looks

much better. We did go to a slightly larger pot
so that all the air roots could be made to fit in the
pot and be covered by mix (see photo below,
right).

| also made myself a little sign (posted right
above my computer screen).....

...... Listen to your Plants Dummy!

- Dave

Voices From The Past —Deja Boom!

Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

Periodically, we will bring you items from past Newsletters. @uefathers, God bless em, left us with much astute anc
advice. The item below is reprinted from the 10S News42, No 01(Janurary, 1993). The authorTam Franczak

That's the sound of lightning striking, twice.
Gag! That's the reaction to yet another self-
indulgent article about my awarded orchids.
(Note the plural ... orchidS.) Two in consecutive
MONTHS!. By a man who had never so much as
received a 3rd place ribbon in a show. What ...
me gloat? Anyway, I'll try to make a homily out
of this so that there's some redeeming
educational value.

The plant is Habenaria dentata Terpsichore’,
CBR/ AOS. It's from Thailand, via San Antonio.
Two years ago, | spent Christmas there. Thanks
to the combination hotel/ shopping mall, |
completed my shopping with time to spare. So |
consulted the yellow pages for orchid nurseries
and began to call around. They were more than
happy to provide me with all the dendrobiums
and cattleyas that | could use. "But I'm into paph

and phrag species," | said. None of the nurseries
made much of a market in those, so | asked if
any of the local growers shared my tastes. | was
referred to Robert Thayer, and | phoned him.

That's lesson number one. Don't be shy. When
you're out of town, finding a local orchid grower
is just like finding a fraternity brother or sorority
sister. The relationship is pre-established. Just
knock.

| left Robert's greenhouse with an armful of
divisions and a headful of cultural instructions |
was trying not to forget. In the spring, | shipped
a number of plants to Texas; Robert and | have
been making up CARE packages of plants for
each other ever since. That's where the Hab.
dentata came from as well as my Hab.
rhodocheilas, one of which is a division of the
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awarded clone 'Sharet’, which incidentally, is the
playmate of the month (April) in the 1992 AOS
calendar. See? Now go back and reread lesson
#1.

When you receive a CBR or CHM award, you
can't just start pulling corks out of champagne
bottles. First, you' have to mutilate your prize
plant and ship a piece of it down to Marie Selby
Gardens in Sarasota, FL, where an authoritative
identification will be performed. Putting a
specimen into a ziploc is step one, but finding a
small, crush-proof box that will fit into an
express mail envelope is another matter. While
tearing the house apart, it dawned on me that a
Fannie Mae candy box, one- or two-pound size,
would be perfect. Should | run out and buy a
pound of butter creams for the sake of the box'?
What about my diet?) Back to tearing the house
apart. Then came the moment of satori. Just in
time to insure that the specimen would arrive by
3 p.m. the next day. And I'll never make fun of
those formerly silly parties again. | swear. Yes,
the specimen traveled to Florida safely encased
in a small, flat Tupperware container.

So lesson #2 is to hoard small, crush-proof
boxes. You never know when an attack of CBR-
itis or CHM-itis will strike.

Finally, lesson #3. Think through the process
of giving a clonal name to your plant ahead of
time. Despite all the claims I've heard, it has
never been scientifically proven that having a
clonal name in mind will in any way jinx your
chances of receiving an award come the evening
of judgment. Sometimes you're bringing a plant
to judging that already is a name clone. If it is
awarded, fine. You stick with the name it already
has. But with an unnamed clone, you're put on
the spot to come up with a name. Be prepared.
Your plant will be stuck with the name you give
it when it gets to high school and starts dating.

Hypothetical example. "Terpsichore" is the
Muse of dancing, and my other hobby is
teaching countrydance. So that's a logical name
for me to choose, right? "Saturday Night
Special', meanwhile, refers to cheap handguns
that are used in sticking up liquor stores. Sue,
what was it you told me you do to take a break
from tending the greenhouse? Sue'?

- Tom Franczak

Orchid Biology from One Hobbyist's Perspective

Dave Tribble - Contributing Editor

The following article appeared in the Jan 2009 issue oftbeda West Coast Orchid Socie
Newsletter It is reprinted here with permission. The authode$f Dromm.*

Pollination in orchids is defined as the transfer
of pollen grains containing the male gametes/
sperm from the anther to the ovules (the female
gametes/eggs) via the stigma. The movement of
the pollen from the anther to the stigma is
required forFertilization (the fusion of nuclei
from pollen grains with the nuclei in the ovule).
This fusion allows the development of seeds
which are small embryonic plants.

In nature there are two methods of pollination
Abiotic and Biotic. Abiotic is defined as
pollination without the help of or involvement of
organisms. Examples of abiotic pollination are
Anemophily which is pollination by the wind

andHydrophily pollination by water. Only about
10 percent of all flowering plants are pollinated
in that way, the majority being by win@iotic
pollination involves the use of various organisms
as pollinators. There are approximately 200,000
known pollinators, of which, the majority are
insects. This is calle@&ntophily. The remaining
pollinators are comprised of animatich as
birds and bats calledoophily.

Eighty six percent of all orchid pollination is
accomplished by insects. The most common
insect pollinators are bees, wasps, butterflies,
moths, beetles and flies. The remaining
pollination is by animals such as bats and
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hummingbirds or in some few examples by self
fertilization. Insects and animals do not visit

orchid flowers with the task of pollination in

mind, but are seeking nectar, a mate, food or for
other yet unknown reasons. In order for orchids
to obtain pollination of their flowers nature

developed a special symbiotic relationship with
the pollinators. This was accomplished by
orchids thru evolution, incorporating attractants
to lure the insect or animal to the flower. As a
result, the flowers adopted various colors,

way to the column and its nectar. On
withdrawing from the apex of the column it must
back out, because of insufficient space to turn
around. In this process pollinia, on the apex of
column, stick to the bee’s head. The bee then
visits another Cattleya flower and this time while
backing out deposits the attached pollinia to the
stigmatic cavity (which is just below the apex
and behind that flower's own pollinia). In the
process of this deposition the bee again picks up
that flower's own pollinia and the process

shapes, sizes, nectars and scents. Some orchid continues during all of the bees’ visitatioigee

flowers are quite selective about their pollinators
and actually mimic specific insect species.
Orchid flowers may also provide attraction to
specific insects by their scent and whether the

scent appears during the day or at night. Scents

may vary from floral and spicy to putrefying.
Vividly colored orchids with and without a

detectable scent routinely attract bees and wasps.

They are almost always the most strongly
scented during daylight hours.

Figure 1.

Orchids whose scents appear at night are usually
white in color (more visible at night) and are
visited by moths which are most active at night.
They are next in frequency as pollinators of
orchid flowers. The most famous example of
moth pollination involves the Madagascan

For example, members of the Cattleya family, _ :
orchid Angraecum sesquipedalecalled “The

with their showy labellums, are pollinated : : _
mainly by bees. The bees are attracted to the Star of Bethlehem / Christmas orchid, or simply
flower's colors and scent which lead it to the Star or Comet Orchid”. In the process of
labellum. The bee then commences to force its Studying the orchid, Charles Darwin noted that
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the flower’s nectar was found at bottom or distal
portion of the spur oNectary. This is a gland
that produces nectar and is often located at the
base of the orchid’s labellum. The length of this
nectary is anywhere from 10-16 incheSee
Figures 2 and 4 The word sesquipedale is Latin
for one foot and a half, a reference to the
apparent length of the spur. Darwin postulated
that in order for the flower to be pollinated, an
insect pollinator must exist with Rroboscisor
cylindrical tube/tongue as long as the spur. He
predicted that a moth would be found that met
the criteria.

This conjecture was the subject of much
ridicule by the scientific community. In 1903
long after Dar-win’s death such a pollinator was
discovered. Xanthopan morgani praedictaor
Morgan’s Sphinx, more commonly called the
Hawk Moth is that pollinatorSee Figures 3 and
4.

The mechanism of pollination was result of the
orchid’s adaptation for luring the moths. The
moth’s feeding involves the insertion of its'
proboscis to the bottom of the spur, during the
process the pollinia attaches to the base of this
proboscis. When the moth feeds on the next
flower it deposits the pollinia from the previous
flower. This is accomplished on insertion of its
tongue into the spur thus detaching it to the new
flower's stigma. Once again the process
continues on all of the moths flower visitations.

Methods and modes of pollination are as
varied as the genera that comprise the family of
orchids. The Genus Ophyrs or Bee Orchids
secrete a fragrance similar to female bee
pheromones and along with visual and texture
cues deceive the male bees into trying to mate
with the flower. This act removes or deposits
pollinia. In the genus Catasetum, the flowers
have a trigger that acts like a lever and when
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touched causes pollinia to be propelled out and
to stick to the bees with a fast drying cement.
The list of examples of natural pollination in
orchids is exhaustive and fascinating. | hope that
this small look into realm of natural orchid
pollination will contribute to a greater
appreciation of this intriguing family of plants.

Next month'’s article will be on the pollination of
several types of orchid flowers by hand.

- Jeff Dromm

* Jeffrey Dromm was born in Teaneck, New
Jersey. He attended college at Indiana
University, Bloomington Indiana with a degree
in Psychology with majors in Anatomy and
Physiology and Zoology. He has been interested
in orchids for many years, but did not have
sufficient time to devote to them as real hobbyist
and collector. Now that his children have grown
up, Jeff can indulge his passion.
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|OS Affiliations

Orchid Conservation Coalition
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org

American Orchid Society
http://www.aos.org

Orchid Digest
http://www.orchiddigest.com

-12-



Support Our Sponsors!
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