PRILLINOIS
pla

NORCHID
CINSOCIETY

VOL. 57 No.5

May, 2009

|OS Meetingsand ShowDates

President’'s Message

I "HE % &
!
(
$ ) * #&
+
, )&
$ - / &0
1 23 & * 4 !
)& - -
/| -& & & 5 - 6
$)
( 7& 8 0&
# &8 3 "9
(
"y $ (
& % #)2 & - "9
# % (
& '(( $
Orchid Events
) (& * + <- *
# $
- - | # % |
(& * + <-
* # $
- - | # % |

Luis Torres — President

As it turns out | won't be able to join you for
our May 3rd meeting because I'll be back in
London attending to some family matters.
Already high on my agenda for the trip is a
repeat visit to the Royal Botanic Gardens at
Kew, this time with equally high expectation that
there’ll be an extravaganza of orchids on display.
For those of you who caught my January
meeting workshop, the intermediate orchid
greenhouse was closed for maintenance when |
was there back in October 2008! [I'll keep a
photo journal again and entertain you with the
results later this year.

If you're like me, you're already anticipating
and getting ready for the summer growing
season. In my particular case, that means getting
my Aluminet shade benches up and running
again. Over the course of the last 2 growing
seasons, | would go as far as saying that over-
summering my collection outside is the single
best thing | do for them! There’s just something
about being outdoors where the elements can get
to them, that (at least in my case) makes a
tremendous difference. My paphs and phrags go
under 75% shade while my cattleyas go under
50% shade. Aluminet works best as the light is
what | would describe as bright, diffused shade.
For those of you growing indoors, mainly under
lights, you may want to experiment growing
some of your plants outdoors this summer. For
anyone new to the concept just ask around the
IOS membership for guidance and advice;
there’s lots to be had.

The May 3rd meeting is an important one for
our entire membership to attend as it is our
annual election of officers and directors. The
Nominating Committee has been hard at work to



compile the slate (see page 4). Please take a
moment to review it. Additional nominations for
all board positions can be made from the floor
during the members meeting itself. Loren
Pollock, our 1st vice president and speaker chair,
will oversee the proceedings. Voting is
important as it says to those members who serve
on the board and volunteer so much of their time,
that they have vyour collective support.

-Luis

Paph. Kinzua 'Bufo’
Grower: Luis Torres

Phal. Sogo Grape 'Fireball’

As a closing comment, even with the work
involved, serving the IOS is a pleasure and |
would recommend it to anyone considering a
position on the board. Maybe that person is you?

Best regards,

Grower: Joan Goodman

View from the Speaker's Chair

Loren Pollock - Speaker Chair

Ecuador, Bolivia, Borneo,
Vietnam, Peru, Columbia. These a
just some of the places that o
speaker Dennis D’Alessandro visite
over the last 30 years. While I'm su
that | would not enjoy climbing a tre
only to find a viper staring me in th
face, | certainly would love the
experience of seeing these beauties
the wild.

Many thanks to Lois for doing a
excellent  job  moderating ouf
workshop on 10S plant judging
(that's two workshops in a row!
And, many thanks to our judges, S
Ken, Julie, and Joel for showing u
how it's done. Hopefully, this

Dennis D'Alessandro tIs
about collecting orchids
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workshop helped to take the

mystery out of the judging process,
and has encouraged everyone to
bring in their blooming plants to

our meetings and shows!

Our speaker this month is
Howard Ginsberg, from Bedford
Orchids. If you remember last
year, Howard got rained out when
the Botanic Garden flooded so

badly, they had to close their gates.
% Well, this year | put in an order for
¥/ a sunny day. Howard's topic this

month will be “Mini-Catts in the
21 Century”. | enjoyed a small
preview last year when Howard
and some of the members were



taking shelter at Joe and Rosalie's house. | am
looking forward to seeing the total presentation.
Here is a portion of Howard’s bio:

Howard Ginsberg is an accredited American
Orchid Society (AOS) judge in the Montreal
Judging Centre. He was the first accredited
AOS judge north of Albany, N.Y. and east of
Toronto, Ontario. He began growing orchids
in 1977, at which time he tried growing many
genera. Since then, his focus has narrowed
to growing and breeding Phalaenopsis almost
exclusively, although his interests remain
larger. Recently, he has had to come out of
the closet and admit to his love for mini-catts.

He has spoken to orchid societies across
North America, throughout New Zealand and
in Australia and has been a featured speaker
in AOS judges' training at several centers.
Howard has also been a featured speaker at
AOS Trustees meetings and was a featured
speaker at the 18th WOC in Dijon, France. In
addition to learning Mandarin, visiting Taiwan
on a regular basis and speaking around the
world, he finds time for his law practise in
Montreal. He created and maintains his own
web site - http://www.bedfordorchids.

Laelia lindleyana
Grower: Ken Vrabel

To go along with his presentation, Howard
will be bringing a nice collection of Cattleya
hybrids. Unfortunately, pre-orders will not be
possible this visit.

Speaking of workshops, Barry has stepped
forward (or maybe the rest of us have stepped
backward) to conduct our workshop for this
coming meeting, the title of which is
“Technology Toys for Orchid Growers”. If you
have attended any of Barry’s workshops, you
know that you won’'t want to miss this one.

Wanted: Workshop topics and presenters. If
you feel that you have an orchid related topic of
interest that you would like to present, please get
in touch with me. We are always on the lookout
for new information that can be shared with
everyone!

Finally, many thanks to all who brought in the
homemade goodies. They were delicious — |
know because | think | tasted most of them!

| hope to see you all at the meeting!

-Loren

Masdevalia Hybrid
Grower: Victor Lentini

Nominating Committee Recommendations for 2009-201MS Board

As specified in the By-Laws of our
organization, President Luis Torres appointed a
Nominating Committee to recommend a slate of
officers and directors for the 2009-10 election

year. The Nominating Committee, chaired by
Joe Dixler and staffed by Barry Lubin, Allison
Tribble and George Titterton, recommend the
slate listed below:



Officers (Term of office is from July 1 until June 30):

PreSident ... oo Luis Tasre
1st VicePresident (Meetings/Speakers) .........ccoeeeeueeennn. Loren Pollock
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) .......ccovveiviiiiiiiiieeeiieeeeen, Jeanne Becker
3rd Vice President (Away Show Chair) ..........ccceeeeeniee. Anne Kotowski
Secretary (ReCOrder) .......coooviiiiiiies e Anne Puvalowski
Assistant Secretary (Newsletter Editor) .....ceuueeevenn........ Barry Lubin
Treasurer (Collects/Disburses Funds) .........cuum.......... Rebecca Luce
Assistant Treasurer (Membership/ Dues) ........co......AllisOn Tribble

New Board Members (Term of office expires June 30 of the yeahown.):

JOC DX BT e e 2012
JOAN GOOUMAN e e aeaenas 2012
Beth ENQGIE ..o e 2011*

* Beth would replace current director, Allison TribbleAllison is
elected Assist. Treasurer.

Directors whose term does not expire this year aréisted.
This slate will be presented to the membership floor. The members present will then vote on the

at the meeting on May 3, 2009. Nomination for candidates. Your attendance at the meeting is
additional candidates will be accepted from the important - exercise your right to vote!

Financial Fun

Beth Engle, Treasurer

gardening is a great thing in my book. I've sown
my tomatoes, peppers and eggplants for the 2009
season. Let's hope for seasoned gardeners
(orchids and otherwise) and newbie’s alike, it is
a good growing year!

The second reason that | love the above quote

| $ % &# is my own muscles are feeling the effect of hours
70 yard work. While | am not in the same state as

( the above quote indicates, my sympathy’s are

B * with the writer. And, as he mentions DuPont’s,

and the DuPont’s have history @rchids, |
figure | can justify the use of this quote in this

Groucho Marx and Other Short Stories and Tall N
publication!

Tales(1993) Edited by Robert S. Bader

| promised to give you a run down on how we
did financially with the 10S Spring Show.
Unfortunately, at the time of this writing (mid
April), 1 still don’t have all the bills in, but will
give you the current snapshot.

| love the above quote for a couple of reasons.
A lot of the Floriculture world is expecting that
gardeners and non-gardeners alike, due to the
current economy, will be trying their hands at
planning a garden and growing some of their
own veggies, as people did in the 40’s with
Victory Gardens. Even the White House has cut
out turf to plant a garden. Whether grass
disappears from yards to be replaced by squash
is yet to be seen, but anything that encourages
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The accounts show we made approx $7,000 on
the show, after current expenses. Caution

though the bills that haven’t come in yet are
some of the largest, as we still have to pay the



Gardens for the tables, Judge’s Hospitality, and
other such expenses.

Individually, some of our revenue sources:

Potting table made approx. $800
Members sale table approx. $600
Raffle table approx. $300

Many, if not all our vendors, donated to our
Raffle table. Thanks for those donations!

We had a good number of new members join,
which has a wonderful long term effect on our
Society. Welcome to our new members!

Thanks to all the volunteers who worked to
make the show a success. My special thanks to
those individuals who worked the Membership
sales table: Joan Davis, Joan Goodman, Maurice
Hardy, Sherry Maloney, Morris Millman, Mary
Minnis, Ralph Minnis, Al Opitz, Heddi
Schellbach, George Titterton, Allison Tribble,
Dave Tribble,., We had a number of members
also stop by the Society table to be sure we were

well covered. | know | am missing some of you
from the list, but PLEASE CONSIDER
YOURSELF THANKED!

We had 16 members who put in plants for sale
at the membership table this year. This is down
by two members from the 2008 I0S Spring
Show. Our receipts were also slightly down
some from the 2008 Show. Hopefully, no one

Paph. Chargwen Frog Prince x
Paph. Gege Hughes 'Harvest Moon'
Grower: George Titterton

missed a great opportunity to make some room
for new plants. If you did, you'll have another
opportunity at the Fall Show.

We also handed out the Jewel ‘Shop and
Share’ coupons at the show. Hopefully many
people took advantage of those, and we will see
some return in the future of that. We still have 2
more ‘Shop and Share’ opportunities this year,
including right after our fall show.

Please remember, when you are looking for
info of any kind on the Internet, rather than
Google ™, think about using GoodSearch
(www.goodsearch.com and set up the lllinois
Orchid Society as your Charity of choice.

Currently, our financial standings (un-
reconciled) are:

Checking $19,280.74

Money Market account  $17,615.08

Certificate of Deposit $5,000.00

As always, contact me if you have any
guestions about the plant sales, club finances,
whatever.

Enjoy Spring!

-Beth
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Den. amethystoglossum
Grower: Julie Hall
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Plants of the Month

Lights/Windowsill Winner: Cattleya Nancy Gray x Cattleya Edibeth Carlson Growers: Bob (above) and Helen

T
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Workshop on Monthly Judging, hosted by
Judging Coordinator, Lois Cinert

“s Y

Judges Julie Hall (left) and Sue Golan

Fascinated spectators watch
the judging process

&

Greenhouse Winner: Denbrobium sulcatum
Grower Joe Dixler (left) describes culture requirements
while Judge Joel Edwards looks on. Ken Vrabel (not pictured)
also assisted with judging.
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Membership

Felicia Cochran - Membership Chair

Please join me in welcoming the following Be sure to look for our new members at the
new members: monthly meetings (hint: they have a "smiley-
face" sticker on their name tag) and help them
Louise Labahn get to know more people and become part of the
Carmen Zuniga group.

Chuck Harvuot
-Felicia

Sc. Riffe 'Red December' AM/AOS
Growers: Bob & Helen Younghale

Lc. Irene Finney 'Spring Best'
Grower: Allison Tribble

AOS Judging Results

Jim Spatzek — Chairman, Chicago Judging Center, American Orchietydac.

There were a lot of fine plants at the spring Paph. moquettianum 'Becky' AM/81pts, Luis
show this year, though fewer exhibitors. The Torres
AOS judges selected sixteen plants for
consideration for AOS awards and seven plants Phrag. Summer Sun 'Fox Valley' AM/82pts,

were granted awards. Additionally the Fox Valley Orchids
Wisconsin Orchid Society exhibit received the
AOS Show Trophy. Here are the awards: Paph. Magic Lantern 'Opalescent’ JC, Fox

Valley Orchids
Paph. Saien 'Fox Valley' AM/81pts, Fox
Valley Orchids Paph. delenatii 'Santa Barbara' AM/83, Fox
Valley Orchids
Phrag. Alfredo Manrique 'Stone Gate' AM/83
pts, Joe & Rosalie Dixler Congratulations to all the lucky winners.
These were some really great plants. Join us the
Phrag. Alfredo Manrique 'Waunakee Warrior'  second Saturday of each month at the Chicago
AM/84 pts., Chuck Ackers-Fitchburg, WI Botanic Garden for American Orchid Society
judging. It begins at approximately 1:00pm.
Sarcoglottis turkeliae 'Stone Gate' CBR, Joe & Bring your blooming plants for consideration.
Rosalie Dixler
-Jim



Paph. Saien 'Fox Valley' AM/81 pts Phrag. Summer Sun 'Fox Mgl AM/82pts

Grower: Fox Valley Orchids Grower: Fox Valley Orchids
Paph. Magic Lantern '‘Opalescent’ JC AM/82 pts Paph. delenatii 'Santa Bara’ AM/83pts
Grower: Fox Valley Orchids Grower: Fox Valley Orchids

Phrag. Alfredo Manrique 'Waunakee Warrior' AM/84 pts
Grower: Chuck Ackers
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Award photos courtesy of
Loren Pollock




Tricks of the Trade —Some Helpful Hints!

Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

Today’s item is reprinted from the lllinois Orchid Societyvsletter V52, No 06 (June, 2004). The auth: Jerry Garnel. If
you have an idea for a ‘Tricks of the Trade’ contact rrdtribble@rcn.cor .

The following were taken from some old copies supports the development of bacterial and fungal
of the AOS “Orchid Bulletin” from the 80’s and growths and impede drainage.
early 90’s.
» To recycle discarded plant tags, scraping with a
* When potting an orchid, use a small, invertedrazor blade is easier than using solvents or an ink
pot (clay preferred) over the center of the drainageeraser.
hole to provide air to the roots and keep the medium
from staying too wet and breaking down. If you use < A Butane barbecue lighter is a practical tool for
a plastic pot for this, a center drainage hole must bsterilizing any cutting tool used on orchids. The
added. A two inch pot is just about perfect for a fivelighter is compact, inexpensive, and the flame can
or six inch pot. be adjusted to low or high. Look for an elongated
nozzle and a trigger lock as safety features when
* If you are using the packing material referred topurchasing your lighter.
as “peanuts” for drainage material, make sure you
are not using the water soluble kind. Those that -Jerry Garner
resemble tiny binoculars are made from corn starch
and will dissolve in water leaving a sludge that

Voices From The Past -Q&A: On Monthly Award Judging

Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

Periodically, we will bring you items from past IOS Newsistt®ur forefathers, God bless em, left us with much aatatsage
advice. The item below is reprinted from the Illinois Quc®ociety Newsletter V42, No 08 (August, 1993). The authbons

Franczak.

ses QUITE CONTRARY, HOW DOES YOUR
GARDEN GROW? For purposes of our
Monthly Judging and Show Competition, we
divide our general (noncommercial) membership
into two camps: those of you that own
greenhouses and those of you (like me) that wish
you did, but don't. We call the former group
greenhouse growers and the latter group light-
stand growers. That's the split. Period. Score-
keeping and competition is intra- group with
awards presented annually to the growers in each
group with the highest point accumulations. Can
life really be that simple?

Q. | grow plants in my own greenhouse, plus on
windowsills, in a light-stand, in a Wardian
cabinet, terrestrials outdoors in my backyard, and
just about anywhere | can find room. So what
about all the plants that aren't in my greenhouse?
A. You own a greenhouse. See above.

Q. | don't own a greenhouse, but | board my
cattleyas and vandas in someone else's
greenhouse during the growing season. What's
the story about those plants?

A. The story is not all about plants ... it's about
whether you belong to the greenhouse camp or
the light-stand camp.You don't own a
greenhouse, so you are a light-stand grower.

Q. | peeled off the roof from my house and
replaced it with glass. Now I'm not sure whether
| have plants in my living room or sofas in my
conservatory.

A. A toughie For our purposes a conservatory

is a greenhouseMind you, no television after
sunset. Orchids need their rest, you know.

Q. I don't own a greenhouse. However, | finally



married off the last kid, and now I'll have enough
cash that | can afford to build one. How's it
going to work changing groups?

A. You could be nice and time the construction
so that you put the greenhouse in operation on,
say, July 1. Actually we'll use December 31.
your greenhouse is in operation on or before
then, you're a greenhouse grower for the
entire competition year. Likewise if you
(horrors!) dismantle a greenhouse and move
everything to the basement on or before then,
you become a light-stand grower.

Q. How are you going to know whether I'm a
greenhouse grower or a light-stand grower?

A. You're going to tell me.When you register a
plant for the Show and Tell, there's a box to
check off to that effect. If you steadfastly refuse

to disclose that information, | will assign you to
the greenhouse category.

-Tom Franczak

Note: The rules have changed somewhat since
Tom wrote this piece. According to Lois Cinert,
Chair of Judging Committee, ‘If a plant lives in

a greenhouse, it is a greenhouse plant’
regardless of who owns the greenhouse. Also, if
the majority of your plants are in a greenhouse,
then you are a greenhouse grower. The general
rule is: ‘Where do most of your plants spend
most of the time?’

Orchid Biology from One Hobbyist's Perspective

Dave Tribble - Contributing Editor

The following article appeared in the February 2009 issue oFlbeda West Coast Orchid Socie
Newsletter It is reprinted here with permission. The authode$f Dromm.*

The pollination of flowers by human beings
goes back to the beginnings of an agricultural
society. Humans have never been content to
allow nature to run its course without some
intervention such as the cultivation of grains,
food stuffs, the domestication of the dog and
other animals. It appears that humans have an
innate desire to control their environment and to
experiment and explore their world. The result
has been a desire to reproduce our favorite
plants, among them orchids.

The first known pollination of orchids by
hand appears to have occurred in the late 1700’s
probably by J.K. Wachter, a German botanist.
Initial efforts were directed toward reproducing
plants that had been taken from the wild.
Hybridization of orchids was a later development
with the first known hybrid orchid being made in
1856 by the English Nurserymen Messrs. Veitch
and Sons. By that time, the procedure for hand
pollination of many orchid species was well
known. Seed pods could be readily initiated on
many genera. It was not until the first quarter of

20th century, however, that methodologies were
developed to allow efficient propagation of those
seeds.

The manual pollination of orchids starts with
the selection of the appropriate orchid flowers.
Flowers that are large are easier to pollinate than
smaller flowers, which may require the use of
some form of magnification. Choose flowers that
are newly and fully opened. In the case of
flowers that are ephemeral, pollinate in the
morning, as soon as they have opened. Wait no
more than a week or two to pollinate long lasting
flowers. As a flower ages it may lose part or all
of its ability to be fertilized. Each ovule in the
flower’'s ovary is fertilized by only one pollen
grain. Unfortunately, not all pollen grains are
viable, so it is important to use sufficient pollen
to enhance the chances of success and to
maximize the number of fertilized ovules.

It is important to remember that many orchids
are self-incompatible. This means that you
cannot fertilize a flower on a plant with pollen

-10-



from that same flower or other flowers of that

same plant or even a division of that plant.

Examples of such orchids are approximately
75% of Oncidiums and Dendrobiums. In such

cases, you have to use two separate distinct
plants, not divisions of one plant.

After the selecting the appropriate flowering
orchids, bring the plants into a clean well lit area
to start the procedure. You will need a thin
pointed object to remove the pollinia. A
toothpick, pointed forceps, pencil or a wooden
cooking skewer are all useful. You should also
have a large clean white piece of paper and a
magnifying glass.

Examine the flowers and identify the
appropriate anatomy, namely the column, anther,
rostellum and stigma. See figure 1.

Next place a piece of paper under the flower to
catch any pollinia that may fall. The procedure
begins by removing the flower’s lip or labellum.
This is an optional step, but allows a better view
of the column. You then remove the anther cap
with the toothpick. See figure 2.

This will reveal the pollinia which are colored
yellow or orange in most orchids. Individual

pollinia are shown below. See Figure 3.

The pollinia will either remain attached to the
column or stay with the displaced anther cap. On
some occasions will drop from the flower to be
caught by the paper. The pollinia readily adhere
to the toothpick and can be removed from the
column, anther cap or paper.

The next step is to place as much of the
pollinia as possible into the stigma of the subject
flower. The surface of the stigma is sticky and
should readily hold the deposited pollen
granules. See figure 4. Please note that the pollen
parent is the plant from which the pollen was
removed and the pod parent is the plant being
pollinated. This may be the same flower, another
flower on the same plant, a flower from another
plant of the same species or a compatible flower
from another species. All of these options are
dependent on species and genera compatibility.
After a flower is pollinated the flower itself will
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Figure 4

wilt and die quickly. To avoid the possible
bacterial or fungal contamination of the
pollinated stigma by dying labellum it should be
removed prior to or right after pollination. It is
also recommended that the anther cap with its
attached pollinia be removed from the pod parent
prior to pollinating the flower to avoid possible
self fertilization and or interference with the
pollinia of the pollen parent.

To keep track of your pollination efforts it is
imperative to label the pod parent with the name
of the pollen parent, and the date of pollination.
Some form of tag should be used for this purpose
and a log should be kept. The pollination of one
or more orchid flowers does not guarantee that

fertilization will take place. This is why it is
important to pollinate several flowers to increase
the probability of success. It should also be noted
that orchid flowers can exhibit a swelling of the
ovary with a subsequent seed pod/capsule only
to contain seeds that are not viable and will not
germinate.

After pollination and successful fertilization of
the orchid flower the seed pod will enlarge and
develop till the capsule is ripe or dehisces. The
plant must invest a considerable amount of
energy in sustaining the growth of such a pod. It
is very important that you use only good healthy
plants for pollination and that you severely limit
the number of fertilized capsules you allow to
develop. A reasonable maximum number for any
plant is two. Allowing a plant to carry more such
capsules may not injure it, but it will put an
unnecessary strain on the plants resources.

As can be seem from the previous discussion
pollinating orchid flowers, at least the most
common varieties is not a difficult process. The
actual harvesting and cleaning of the seed
capsule and flasking is however more demanding
and requires very specific routines in order to be
successful. In next month's article | will outline
in detail the harvesting and cleaning of the seed
capsule and or seed.

- Jeff Dromm

* Jeffrey Dromm was born in Teaneck, New
Jersey. He attended college at Indiana
University, Bloomington Indiana with a degree
in Psychology with majors in Anatomy and
Physiology and Zoology. He has been interested
in orchids for many years, but did not have
sufficient time to devote to them as real hobbyist
and collector. Now that his children have grown
up, Jeff can indulge his passion.
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Officers and Board Members

Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30):

Presiden Luis Torre: 847-303-6838 (mrltorres@hotmail.con
1% Vice Presider (Meetings/speaker Loren Pollocl 847-21¢-0718 (ioseditor@higrafix.cor
2"Vice (Home Show Chai Sandy Fulle 847-991-5434  (sjfuller62@comcast.n
3" Vice Presider (Away show chail Anne Kotowsli 63(-833-8042 phrag207@earthlir.net
Secretary (Recorde Karen Castilli (rej_yoga@yahoo.cor
Asst. Secreta (Newsletter Edito Barry Lubir 847-432-600t  (brlubin@sbcglobal.n)
Treasurer (Collects/disburses mon Beth Engl 81£-88€-4953  (hortpotter@wmconnect.cc
Asst. Treasure (Membership/ Due Felicia Cochra 63(-521-1529  (fbc72@sbcglobal.n
Immediate Past Preside Barry Lubir 847-432-600%  (brlubin@shcglobal.net
Leo Schordj 200¢ 847-74€-9355 leosorchids@sbcglobal.r)
Joe Dixler 200¢ 847-432-770¢ (jmd@dixler.net

Claire Papiewsl| 201( 847-622-8664 (dreflap@yahoo.cq)

Lois Ciner 201( 63(-73¢-1068 geolocin@earthlink.n)
Victor Lentini 2011 77%-763-6363  (florchid@aol.cor
Allison Tribble 2011 772-72€-4874  (allisont@rcn.cor

Bob Tropp 2017 874-67€-249% (jackietropp@comcast.n
George Titterto 2017 773-98€-9044 (getinteriors@juno.cor
10S Affiliations

Orchid Conservation Coalition Orchid Digest
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org http://www.orchiddigest.com

American Orchid Society
http://www.a0s.org
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Support Our Sponsors!
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