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Luis Torres — President

As summers go, this is proving to be the
coolest and wettest | recall in the 14-years I've
lived in the Chicago area. Not exactly the
summer my girls had hoped for with their
ambitions to go to the pool every day during the
school holiday, but | have to comment that my
orchid collection seems to be doing really well
outside! That all said, there’s still lots of time
for warmer temperatures between now and our
fall show in October which is usually when
everything comes back indoors for the winter. In
fact, as | did last year, I'm predicting a picture
postcard perfect day for our annual picnic at Oak
Hill Gardens on Saturday 8th August. Again,
that’'s Saturday 8th August; mark your calendars
and planners. Bring your blooming orchids for
monthly judging, some food, perhaps enough to
share, your appetite (of course) and your wallet.
Wandering through the greenhouses at Oak Hill
is always a treat so get there early and make time
for some shopping in addition to the picnic. It's
going to be a perfect day, no matter what the
weather does.

Changing gears, I'm pleased to announce the
IOS board of directors approved our budget for
the 2009/2010 year ahead. Currently it doesn’t
quite balance, by just $1,770, but historically
we’ve come in under-budget on sufficient line
items that the expectation is we’ll finish the year
balanced. As has always been the case, the
budget will be dynamically reviewed at every
board meeting to be certain we stay on track.
Our fall show has proved to be an important
source of revenue, particularly member plant
sales, so start planning now what you want to
grow-up or divide for sale. | do want to
emphasize that the budget does not compromise
on 3 key areas:



Membership Anyway, | look forward to seeing you all at
Conservation our annual summer picnic. Remember, it's

Local partners going to be a perfect day!

| understand that we’re in an unprecedented Happy growing,
season of economic challenges, but equally | _
believe that the 10S can emerge as a role model  -Luis
for a successful, thriving, local orchid society.
There’s no doubt we have the talent within the
IOS membership to achieve that goal, both
organizationally and as expert growers. Our
continued success is in the hands of the entire
membership. Make it a plan to volunteer at our
spring and fall shows. Attend our monthly
meetings. Better still bring a friend. Bring your
blooming plants to local shows, and drop off
plants at the convenient locations for away
shows. Consider serving on the 10S board of
directors. These are just some of the ways we
can all work together to achieve that goal of a
thriving, vibrant local orchid society.

Blc. Sea Swirl "Whirlpool'
Grower: George Titterton

View from the Speaker's Chair

Loren Pollock - Speaker Chair

| hope that everyone who came out to last
month's meeting enjoyed the program. Many
thanks to our own Jo Ann Rambow for the
exceptional workshop on flasking. She managed
to take the highly technical process of orchid
propagation, and bring it within reach. | also
hope that Earl Bailey of ORCHIDbabies sparked
some new interest in Phrags. Hopefully you
found something interesting in his presentation
as well as in the vast assortment of orchids that
he brought for sale.

~ r

Jo Ann Rambow demonstrates flaskin Earl Bailey of ORCHIDbabies LLC



As most of you know, our August meeting is
traditionally a visit to Oak Hill Gardens for our
annual picnic. So, pack yourself a lunch and
head out for what always turns out to be a
relaxing afternoon to hang out with your fellow
members, and to pick out that orchid you have
been wanting. Our hosts Liese and Greg Butler,
and Hermann and Dorothy Pigors, will provide
the refreshments.

Hermann, or Liese, will be our speaker for the
afternoon. The title of their talk is "Unlocking
the Mysteries of Unusual Orchid Species".

Remember, our meeting this month is on
SATURDAY, August 8th. The doors at Oak Hill

open at 10:00am. Have your plants ready for
judging by 12:30pm. Hermann or Liese will start
their presentation around 1:00pm. You can visit
Oak Hill Gardens' website at
http://www.oakhillgardens.com to see what's in
bloom.

There will be no members’ plant sales at
this meeting.

Directions and a map to Oak Hill Gardens can
be found on page 13 of this newsletter.

| look forward to seeing you all there!

-Loren

Membership Memorandum

Allison Tribble , Membership Chair

Our Society's membership grew by two in
July, bringing the new total of active members to
202! The Illinois Orchid Society is pleased to
welcome Sheng & "E.G." Lou of Libertyville
and Jesse Jeng of Vernon Hills.

Our new Members are enthusiastic to learn
about orchids and we are looking forward to
including our new Members in Society activities.
| hope that our "Veteran" Members will look for
the Smiley Face on badges and make a speciz
effort to welcome our growing 10S family.

-Allison

Grower: Allison Tribble
Phrag. Walter Schomburg

Let's Start!

Lois Cinert, Ribbon Judging
Here we go! Our 2009 — 2010 points contest

September and October will have several

has started. We had some nice plants at our July chances for you to earn extra points for your

meeting, and we hope you brought your
blooming plants for us to see. Allison and Dave
Tribble brought Brs. Edvah Loo ‘Nisheda’, and
Sue Golan brought Prosthecea citrina 'Hercules'
AM/AQS, and both were Plant of the Month. It
could be you in August at Oak Hill Gardens.
You won't know unless you bring your plants.

Earn points at monthly meetings, away shows,
our own shows, and AOS monthly judging.

flowers. We have shows in Milwaukee and
Rockford, and our own fall mini-show. All of
these will earn points at our new, higher scale.

Meetings Shows
1®place 10 40
2%place 5 20
3 place 0 10
Plant 1 5
Special 20 100



Thank you all for making our meetings and  Our quick starters this year are listed below, with
shows beautiful. Keep up the good work. And if  July meeting points, and a few points from AOS

you haven't started yet, get going! awards.
A0S
Name July Judging Total We all love our orchids, love to see them grow

Greenhouse

Dixler, T& R
Golan, Sue
Lubin, Barry
Matchen, Rose

Lights Windowsill Apt

Castillo, Karen
Criscuola, Margo
Edwards, Joel
Goodman, Joan
High, C & ]
Kotowsld, Anne
Maloney, Sherrv
Manuel, Alex
Puvalowslkd, Anne
Rambow, Jo Ann
Stastny, Jane
Strong, Lin Hui
Titterton, George
Torres, Luis
Vrabel, Ken

75

5

30

12

50

16

30

38

46

10

61
29

Plant of the Month - Greenhoust

Prosthecea citrina 'Hercules' AM/AOS
Grower: Sue Golan

Presented by Anne Kotowski

and bloom. Share them! Bring your plants for all
of us to enjoy.

133 133
161 236
25
30

-Lois

78 78

10 Plant of the Month - Lights/Windowsill/Apt
Brassavola Edvah Loo 'Nisheda'
5 Grower: Allison Tribble

61 Presented by Anne Kotowski




Fun with Finances!!

Roped and Tied by Rebecca Luce, Treasurer

-- Anton Chekhov

| am not entirely sure if | agree with the above
quote, but | thought it could provoke an
interesting debate! | myself am *very* sensitive
to the weather, and have been in a significantly
better mood since the thermometer decided to go
above 80° in the past few weeks. | feel like many
people would agree with me — it appears that we
have more spring in our step, more smiles on our
faces...and perhaps, more orchids blooming?! |
am not in this latter camp, but | hope that many
of you are!

In more important news, here is an outline of
our current financial standing:

Checking $13,097.19
Money Market $23,632.22
TOTAL $36,729.41

This past board meeting, we finalized and
voted on the 2009-2010 budget for the 10S. The
process was rather easy, and | appreciate the
input and guidance | received from fellow board
members. | think we are going to have a great
year, and | look forward to managing the
society’s finances as well as doing my due
diligence seeking ways to generate income for
the society.

| wanted to let the society know that checking
CD rates at local banks is constantly on my
radar. I use this great website,
www.bankrate.com, to check local bank CD
rates for a variety of CD types. At present, the
interest rates range from .94% to 2.23%, which
is rather poor indeed. However, in the interest of
time and of the society, | will most likely open a
CD soon. Regardless of the rate, we should be
putting the funds that are not needed

immediately into a place where they will
generate income for the club.

We received a very kind donation of $40 from
Anne Puvalowski recently, so thank you Anne
for your donation! We truly appreciate your
generosity.

Please keep on usingww.goodsearch.com
because it is FREE MONEY! We've made a bit
of money using this website and every little bit
helps! Year to date, we've made $6.15, and
since we began using Goodsearch, we've
accumulated $9.99 — let’s keep it going! The sky
is the limit!

In additional to financial matters (and | don’t
mean to step on any toes here, but | am just so
proud!), the IOS now has a facebook page!
Make sure to visit it and join the group! The
page can be found by searching for “lllinois
Orchid Society” from the main facebook page.

Thanks for reading!

Any questions/comments/concerns can be sent
to me directly atrebeccaluce23@hotmail.com

-Becky

Pha. Tiny Berries x Phal. Sogoromé
Grower: Anne Pulvalowski



AOS Judging Results

Jim Spatzek — Chairman, Chicago Judging Center, American Orchietydac.

July was not only judging, but also our semi-
annual meeting and student paper presentations.
We had two outstanding presentatior@attleya
History by Cheryl Erins andDendrobiums -
Down Underby Nile Dusdieker. Both were very
interesting and informative.

Fourteen plants were presented for
consideration for AOS awards. We looked at
everything from Vandas to Neofinetia. We had
some very unusual clones of Neofinetia which
are highly coveted in Japan. Only two awards
were granted for the day.

2 HCC/AOS 77pts--Phalaenopsis Guadalupe Pineda
'‘Summer Gold'(amboinensis x bellina) also owned
by Orchids Ltd

You're invited to bring your blooming orchids
for consideration at any judging. Generally the
judgings are at 1:00pm in the auditorium of the
Chicago Botanic Garden on the second Saturday
of the month. You can also get your plants
considered by sending them as part of the 10S
Exhibit at our away shows. | know the person in
charge is always looking for blooming plants to
build our display. The first show of the season
will be coming up in late September. It's the
JC/AOS  (Judges  Commendation)--Neofinetia Wisconsin Orchid Society Show at the Mitchell

falcata var. shunkyuuden 'Extra-Ordinary' (above) Park Domes in Milwaukee in late September.

owned by Orchids Ltd. of Plymouth, Minnesota Groom your plants and pray they bloom at the
right time.

-Jim

Tricks of the Trade —Alternative to Shade-cloth

Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

If you have a Tric of the Trade that you would like to share, please contact Dabbl@atdtribble @rcn.cor , and we’ll
get your hint posted.

Now that you have all your plants summering them. Hence, they are exposed to the morning
outdoors, you can relax! Right! Wrong.....Watch  sun for a few hours. The balcony above provides
them carefully! You may find (as | did) that shade as the sun gets higher in the sky, but the
some are getting a little too much sun. light level can be intense. We are getting direct

sun plus reflected light off the lake, and we have

We move two racks of plants onto our East to be very careful in picking the plants for this
balcony, and they sit as far back as we can place amount of light exposure.

-6-



Checking up on our plants recently we found be sturdy as well as weather resistant...... I'll be
another problem. The racks have a top and darned! The HD Associate | spoke to knew
bottom level, and, of course, the bottom level exactly what | needed. The clip (below) is 2”
remains exposed to the sun a good deal longer long. Is very sturdy. And costs a reasonable 37
than the top. We definitely needed some cents!
additional shading. Our solution.....we found
fiberglass screening at Home Depot. It comes in
various colors and a roll (48" x 84”) is a little

By the way....you find them in the electrical
department. Don’'t have a clue what they are
usually used for????

over 5 bucks. To hold it in pla;ce, but still permit -Dave
removal if we wish, meant that some kind of
spring-loaded clips were needed. They needed to

Voices From The Past +m Always Amazed!
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

Periodically, we will bring you items from past IOS Newststt®ur forefathers, God bless em, left us much astute and say
advice. The item below is reprinted from the lllinois Gdchocietv Newsletter V42. No 7 (Julv 1993).The authTom Franczal.

I'M ALWAYS AMAZED  eee The HSD wants to expand Deep Tunnel to store
a billion or more gallons of rainwater. (For my

by the bizarre and weird things people will do if ~ collection that's about a 45,000 year supply

they think it's: assuming | s_eII c_)ff or give away division_s to
a) a form of foreplay keep everythl_n_g in 6-inch pots.) It's relatively

b) tax deductible pure, not significantly removed from a 6.0 to 7.5

c) conducive to weight loss pH range, and, knock on wood, the_ new

d) good for their orchids administration has yet to propose taxing it.
Trouble is, though, when you turn on your faucet

Knowing your interests, I'll limit this article to at home, it's not rainwater that comes out. No,
item (d) above. you have to collect it yourself. The best place to

collect rain- water? From a downspout fed by the

Rainwater. Let's talk about rainwater. It's gutter on your roof. Use a shallow tub that will

obviously good for your orchids; and it's also the it beneath the downspout and just empty it into

best thing to wash your hair with. Commercial &Ny number of five gallon buckets. But don'

nurseries and botanical gardens often have strain your back; rainwater weighs just as much
cisterns to store thousands of gallons of the stuff. 2S tap water, about 8 Ibs. per gallon.

-7-



Select a downspout, if you can, out of sight
from your neighbors. One of our members uses
heavy duty plastic garbage bags to collect the
water which he then empties into buckets. He
makes quite a picture, he once told me,
crouching by a downspout in the early morning
hours in his pajamas and bathrobe holding a
plastic garbage bag full of rain- water all the
while getting soaked himself. So far, his
bewildered neighbors merely stare in wonder and
point. It's a progressive and sociable
neighborhood and, as of this writing, the
neighbors have not had him committed.

Surprisingly enough, the best time to collect
rain-water is when it's raining. All you really
need is a repertoire of plausible reasons and
excuses for leaving work early, standing up your
date, or arriving late for a holiday dinner. But, if
your inventory is getting low eeee Let it rain for
15 minutes or so before you start collecting. You
want the loose grit from the shingles, the errant
toss from the news- paper delivery boy, those old

bird nests, and other assorted gunk to wash out

first. If it's still raining after 15 minutes, go for it.
November rain is just as important as June rain,
but wear a hat or you'll catch your death of cold.
Or wear a helmet. Sometimes the rain keeps
company with hail.

Storing rainwater in those one gallon plastic
milk cartons is probably the most convenient
way. (A rain barrel would be metaphysically
more satisfying, | suppose.) It's better if the
plastic container previously held apple or berry
juice than milk, but a little diligence in cleaning
can make a milk carton acceptable. Your nose
will tell you if you succeeded. You can easily
ladle through a funnel into the plastic cartons. If
you stuff a few coffee filters into the neck of the
funnel, you'll remove almost all of the residual
gunk that the rainwater picked up from your roof
as well as earning bonus perfectionist points
from me.

Finally, second only to the joy of showing off
your orchids to family and friends is the
exquisite smugness you experience when you
flaunt your wealth of gallon jugs full of
rainwater, over a hundred of them, neatly placed
on sturdy shelves built just for them, recently

replenished and ready for use. Your orchid
growing friends will shudder with envy. Your
other friends, however, will just shudder. But
what do they know?

Yes, rainwater is good for your orchids. But
there are 'limits, aren't there? Aren't there? Tut
tut. Next time we'll discuss the merits of getting
up in the middle of the night and sneaking up on
your orchids. At the last minute you shine your
flashlight on them, thereby detecting mealy bugs,
if there are any, before they can hide from the
light.

-Tom

Sophronitis cernue
Grower: Ken Vrabel

Psychopsis papilic
Grower: Sherry Maloney
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American Orchid Society News

Rosalie Dixler, AOS Liaison

As an affiliate of the American Orchid
Society, 10S receives a monthly copy of Orchids
magazine. If you are not an AOS member, then
checking out the club copy of Orchids is a good
way to see what you're missing. July’s issue has
a great article by Ken Slump about orchid
viruses as well as several other articles,
information on orchid shows and ads for orchid
related items. The information is for beginners
as well as more advanced orchid growers. Think
of it as a meeting that is in addition to the
monthly 10S meeting. To join AOS, go to
WWW.a0Ss.0rg

The AOS web site also has information on the
upcoming AOS Members Meeting which is open
to everyone — it is an orchid conference and they
are always great fun as well as full of new and
exciting orchids. The next meeting is outside
Los Angeles, CA in October 2009 at the
beautiful Huntington Botanical Gardens.
http://www.orchidshow.org/ Check that out too!

-Rosalie

Orchid Biology from One Hobbyist's Perspective

Dave Tribble - Contributing Editor

The following article appeared in the May 2009 issue oftbada West Coast Orchid Socie Newsletter
It is reprinted here with permission. The authodé$f Dromm.*

In previous articles sterile technique has been
stressed as an absolute requirement for
successful germination and survival in orchid
seed culture. Fortunately for the orchid hobbyist,
it is quite easy to maintain a sterile environment
by the use of a homemade transfer cabinet and
the appropriate chemicals.

One of the simplest setups for sterile orchid
seed transfer is the use of a fresh or salt-water
fish tank. One should start by selecting a tank
that is wider than it is long to allow clearance for
media containers, sterile tools and gloved hands,
35 gallons or larger is a good choice. Start the
setup by turning the tank on its side with the
bottom of the tank facing away from you and the
open top facing directly forward. You can
sterilize the tank by wiping the exterior and
interior sides and bottom initially with a 10%
bleach solution or Isopropyl alcohol. Though
seed transfer can be successfully done inside the
tank with the top open a piece of flexible clear
plastic will reduce outside air flow that might
contain contaminants. A piece of clear plastic

shower curtain attached to the opening works
quite well. You have the option of attaching the
plastic so that it has to be lifted to insert your
hands or you can attach it on all sides and cut
slits in the plastic for equipment and hand
insertion.

Another option is the use of a sheet of clear
plastic with holes cut out and covered with
flexible plastic cur-tains. The variations are
numerous. In all cases these materials must be
sterilized. Another option, rather than the use of
a fish tank, is to build a plastic or plastic and
wood box with either a hinged opening or sliding
door access. You can also use a Rubbermaid or
similar clear plastic storage box. You can even
use your oven. Simply turn the oven on to a high
temperature and the heat will sterilize it. Keep
the door closed until the oven has cooled and
then cover the door opening with a piece of the
shower curtain. Your options are only limited by
your imagination and budget.

-9-



The glove box is a more advanced alternative.
This is a transfer box with heavy duty elbow to
arm length gloves attached directly to the sealed
front. After placement of the media jars, seeds,
and tools the front is sealed with tape and your
hands are inserted into the gloves for transfer
reducing the access of contaminated air during
transfer. See figures 1 and 2.

You can find another example of a glove box
made from a 35 gallon aquarium on YouTube
site,“Micropropagation Part One*,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0h8804Kfdps

The most advanced setup involves the use of a
Laminar Flow Hood discussed in last month’s
article. Although more involved and more
expensive, such a transfer station can also be
fabricated at home. Several variations with plans
are available on the Internet. An example is

found at:
http://www.angelfire.com/il/Toddshome/lamflohd.pdf

No matter what setup you make or purchase
strict sterile techniques should be followed.

These guidelines should be followed when
using a transfer station:

Wash hands and arms with a disinfectant
soap.

Wear plastic/rubber gloves that have been
sterilized in alcohol or bleach.

Disinfect the transfer cabinet with bleach
or alcohol on the inside and out wiping
down all sides.

Disinfect the outside of all sealed sterile
culture media containers using alcohol or
bleach prior to placing then inside the
transfer cabinet.

Sterilize all tools with alcohol or bleach
prior to placing them in the transfer
cabinet.

Sterilize the outside surfaces of your
alcohol or bleach container prior to
placing it inside the cabinet.

Place only the require materials that have
been sterilized into the transfer cabinet.

Minimize the number of incursions into
and out of the transfer cabinet. This will
reduce the flow of possibly contaminated
air.

Place sterilized orchid seeds (see my 5th
article) in the transfer cabinet.

Once all the media and tools required for
transfer are in the cabinet, wipe everything down
inside the cabinet with bleach or alcohol.

After the completion of these steps, the
transfer of the orchid seeds can proceed. Remove
the screw cap on the culture media jar and place
the cap screw face down on the sterilized work
surface. Sterilize the lip of the media jar using a
flame or by wiping it down with alcohol or a
bleach solution. Using a spatula or similar tool

-10-



scrape or scoop some seeds onto the tool and tap Next month I'll discuss seed growth and

them onto the media surface. Try and sprinkle

the seeds as evenly as possible in a single layer.

Recover the jar and tighten the lid. Label the jar

with the seed type and the date. Place the jar

under artificial grow lights for a minimum of 12

hours a day and a temperature range of 70 to 80
degrees during the day and 60-80 degrees at

night. Whether the media is placed under direct
or indir- ect light is dependent upon the types of
genera, species or hybrid involved.

The germination times for the seeds are also

dependent on the type of genera and species

being cultured.

Germination can begin in as little as one week
to three months or more after the seed sowing.

Bulb. tingabarinum
Grower: Rose Matchen

Phal. Golden Girl x Phal. Leekoi Chooi
Grower: Joan Goodman

placement of initially developing seedlings in to
new media con-tainers after they outgrow the
original flasks.

* Jeffrey Dromm was born in Teaneck, New
Jersey. He attended college at Indiana
University, Bloomington Indiana with a degree

in Psychology with majors in Anatomy and
Physiology and Zoology. He has been interested
in orchids for many years, but did not have
sufficient time to devote to them as real hobbyist
and collector. Now that his children have grown
up, Jeff can indulge his passion.

This article cannot be reproduced without permission from
the author who can be contacted at j[dromm@aol.com

Paph. leuchochilum var. albz
Grower: Joel Edwards

Pleurothallis allenii
Grower: C & J High

-11-



Officers and Board Members

Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30):

Presiden Luis Torre: 847-303-6838  (mrltrres@hotmail.con

1% Vice Presider (Meetings/speaker Loren Pollocl 847-21¢-0718 b_rand@yahoo.co)
2"Vice (Home Show Chai Jeanne Beck 847-94%-0107  (beckerjeanne@hotmail.c
3" Vice Presider (Away show chail Anne Kotowsk 63(-833-8042 phrag207@earthlir.net
Secretary (Recorde Anne Puvalowsl 224-69¢-9021 (apuvalow@hotmail.co)
Asst. Secreta (Newsletter Edito Barry Lubir 847-432-600%  (brlubin@sbcglobal.ne
Treasurer (Colles/disburses monie Rebecca Luc (rebeccaluce23@hotmail.ca
Asst. Treasure (Membership/ Due Allison Tribble 772-72€-4874  (allisont@rcn.cor
Immediate Past Preside Barry Lubir 847-432-600%  (brlubin@sbcglobal.ne)
Claire Papiewsl| 201( 847-622-8664 (dreflap@yahoo.co

Lois Ciner 201( 63(-73¢-1068 geolocin@earthlink.n)
Victor Lentini 2011 773-763-6363  (florchid@aol.cor

Beth Engl 2011 81£-88€-4953  (hortpotter@att.n

Bob Tropp 2017 874-67€-249% (jackietropp@comcast.n
George Titterto 2017 7732-98€-9044 (getinteriors@juno.cor

Joe Dixler 201z 847-432-770¢ (jmd@cixler.net

Joan Goodme 201z 847-47C-0469 (joangoodman2002@yahoo.cc
10S Affiliations

Orchid Conservation Coalition Orchid Digest
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org http://www.orchiddigest.com

American Orchid Society
http://www.aos.org
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Directions to Oak Hill Gardens:

37W550 Binnie Road
Dundee, IL 60118-0025
Phone: (847) 428-8500

From East, Southeast, & Northeast

Use expressways to get on Northwest Tollway [I-90] going West. [@ass from 294, or
Kennedy Expway]. Exit North on Randall Road [34]. Cross Higgin®d [72]. Left on Binnie
Rd. Oak Hill Gardens is about a quarter of a mile on your right

From far North & Northwest Suburbs:
Take Dundee Rd [68] West through Inverness. Bear left on Hawbrne Rd [59] & [68] SW
through Barrington Hills. Stay on [68] SW. Right on Higgins Rd [r2] at West Dundee. Right

on Randall Rd [34]. Left on Binnie Rd. Oak Hill Gardens isabout a quarter of a mile on
your right.
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Support Our Sponsors!
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