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President’s Message 
Luis Torres – President 

Ladies and gentlemen, it’s show time.  Our 
Fall mini-show that is, on October 10th and 11th.  
We need you and your plants.  This year our 
venue will be the greenhouse galleries in the 
Regenstein center at the Chicago Botanic Garden 
rather than the usual Burnstein Hall.  As such, I 
expect some aspects to the show will be a little 
different and more than ever the IOS needs a 
strong turn-out of volunteers.  Volunteer for the 
entire weekend or just a few hours.  It all helps 
and is always appreciated.  The easiest way to 
sign-up is via the IOS web site.  Just follow the 
orchid show info link on the home page. 

 
Did I mention we need your plants?  The 

entire premise for our Fall min-show is that it is 
an IOS membership show only.  The displays 
we’ll be hosting are principally staged by IOS 
regular and commercial members.  If you have 
sufficient flowers for a table-top display, 
wonderful!  If not, then get together with some 
friends for a display.  An entire table-top still too 
much?  Then opt for a 1/2 –table display.  Only 
have one or two plants in bloom?  Bring them for 
the IOS orphans display!  Please, no excuses.  I 
know you have plants in bloom, I see them at our 
monthly meetings.  It’s only a little more effort 
to bring them for show set-up on Friday 9th 
October than a normal monthly meeting.  
Worried about plant registration?  Don’t be, 
we’ll have folks there to help.  Remember, you 
can’t win a ribbon if you don’t bring something 
in bloom.  Follow the orchid show link on the 
IOS web site home page to sign-up for a display.  

 
Struggling to haul your over-grown collection 

back indoors?  Don’t anguish, we have the 
answer. Use the Fall mini-show as a venue for 
selling those extra divisions or what you really 

���������	
 �



 - 2 - 

can’t keep.  In my experience a little planning 
really helps.  If not already in bloom, stake a 
photo of what the flower looks like for the plant 
you’re selling.  Make sure your sales plants are 
clean and bug-free!  Remember, 25% of the sales 
proceeds go toward funding the IOS……your 
IOS.  In fact the Fall mini-show has historically 
been one of our top, if not the top, revenue 
source for the IOS.  Please bring what you can 
for sale.  Let’s face it, you know you’ll be 
buying something there for yourself anyway!  
You might as well plan now on making the 
room. 

Blc. Greenwich 'Killarney' HCC/AOS 
Grower:  Luis Torres 

As is now customary, I’m going to stick my 
neck out and predict a gorgeous, Indian summer 
weekend for October 10th and 11th.  With that 
guarantee, plan on spending your weekend with 
your friends and fellow orchid enthusiasts at our 
Fall mini-show.  Bring your plants and volunteer 
some time. 

 
I’ll see you all there. 
 
Best regards, 
 
-Luis 
 

 
Phal. bellina 

Grower:  Victor Lentini 

IOS Fall Show - Orchid Mania  – October 10th and 11th 
Jeanne Becker -Home Show Chair

One of the fun things about our Fall orchid 
show at the Chicago Botanic Garden is that it 
gives us all a chance to do our own display. If 
you have never done an exhibit before, this is a 
great time to give it a try.  You can do a full table 
or half table.  Or, if you have only a few orchids, 
you can contribute those to our “Illinois orphans 
table” which is being designed this fall by Anne 
Kotowski and Lois Cinert.  Download an exhibit 
registration form at www.show.iosoc.com.  
There’s still time to sign up for an exhibit – just 
contact Jeanne Becker before Thursday October 
8 (beckerjeanne@hotmail.com or 224-612-
2152).   

 
Any plants you want included in the AOS 

judging should be registered by 8 pm on Friday 
evening October 9th.  Registration is between 3 
pm and 8 pm.  Best of Class trophies will be 

awarded in 22 categories; plus, seven special 
awards are given to the best plants and exhibits 
in the show.  

 
This is the show that is set aside specifically 

for our members to sell their plants, so please 
bring plants for the IOS sales tables that you 
would like to sell. This is a great chance to make 
room for some new plants for your collection.  
Plus, you receive 75% of the sale price.  If you 
have questions about plant sales, contact Becky 
Luce (rebeccaluce23@hotmail.com or call 847-
756-0663) 

 
As usual we need help from our members to 

pull off a great show.  To sign up for a volunteer 
job (and to see the schedule of when and where 
we need your help), go to www.show.iosoc.com 
and click on Volunteer.  If you have any 
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questions about the volunteer jobs, contact 
Jeanne Becker.  Here is a reminder of the areas 
where we need your help:  

 
Setup – This includes skirting tables, preparing 

the show room for the exhibitors, and assisting 
them in unloading their plants. Setup will be 
from 2 pm on Friday, October 9th to 9 pm. 

 
Registration – Are you knowledgeable about 

orchids and willing to assist novice exhibitors 
with finding the correct names of plants, correct 
class numbers, etc?  If so, we can use you in 
registration.  In addition, we need people with 
general knowledge on Microsoft Word for some 
light data entry.  Registration is from 3 pm to 8 
pm on Friday, October 9th.   

 
Clerking – If you are an early bird, you will 

learn a lot about show judging by clerking. The 
show clerks assist the judges in finding plants to 
be judged and putting ribbons on the awarded 
plants. You can learn a lot about how Orchid 
flowers are judged. Clerking is Saturday 
morning (October 10th) from 7 am to 10 am.  A 
breakfast and briefing begins at 6:30 am. 

 
Membership Table – If you have sales ability, 

your help is needed at the IOS membership table.  
You share your enthusiasm about IOS 
membership and talk to prospective members 
about the benefits of joining the society.  This 
position is needed for both days of the show. 

 
Plant Sales – Our plant sales tables are very 

busy during our fall show.  If you have general 
knowledge about orchids and feel comfortable 
selling, then volunteer for the plant sales tables.   

 
Raffle Announcer – If you have a nice deep 

voice, or just like talking on a microphone, this 
is the job for you. We will be announcing raffles 
on Saturday and Sunday afternoons.  We find 
that visitors to our shows love the chance to 
enter raffles and we always have a nice selection 
of gifts on our raffle table. 

 
Hospitality – We have food and beverage in 

our break-out room that needs to be arranged and 
kept neat.  This volunteer job involves putting 
away leftover food at the end of the day on 

Saturday and disposing of food properly and 
cleaning up on Sunday.   

 
Teardown – This will be after 5 pm on 

Sunday. Basically it entails helping the 
exhibiters load up, some light clean up and un-
skirting the tables.  Our goal is to be completely 
done by 7 pm, so it’s not a late evening.   

 
And last, but not least, please support us by 

coming out and enjoying our Show.  I hope to 
see you there. 
 

-Jeanne 
 
 
 

 

 
Habenaria rhodocheila 

Growers:  Joe & Rosalie Dixler 
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View from the Speaker's Chair 
Loren Pollock - Speaker Chair

I hope those of you who attended our 
September meeting came away with some useful 
information on how an orchid display is judged. 
Now that our Fall show is just around the corner, 
maybe we can make use of some of Barbara’s 
tips (Now if I can only get my plants to bloom 
just in time for the show, perhaps I will be able 
to apply some of what I have learned!). 

 

 
Barbara Tisherman discusses the 

fine points of Orchid Displays 
 
 

Many thanks to John  Broughton for his orchid 
photography workshop. John offered some great 
tips that most of us can benefit from (I never 
knew that toilet paper was so versatile!).I’ve 
already started scouring ebay for a little flash 
unit to add to my bag of tricks. 

 

 
John Broughton demonstrates how  

to take great orchid photos. 
 

Since October is our Fall show there will not 
be a speaker (or a meeting, for that matter). 
However, in November Marguerite Webb of 
J&L Orchids will be here to talk about 
Masdevalias. Not only is Marguerite a great 
grower and a great speaker, she will be bringing 
some excellent plants for sale as well, but more 
on that in next month’s newsletter. 

 
See you all at the show! 

 
-Loren 
 

Membership Memorandum - Outreach  
   George Titterton , Outreach Coordinator 
 

The Lakewood Balmoral yard sale is a much 
anticipated event in Andersonville.  This is our 
second year promoting the IOS at this event.  It 
always takes place the first Saturday after Labor 
day. Three streets from Bryn Mawr to Foster 
have yard sales.  Literally hundreds of people are 
walking up and down the streets looking for 
bargains.   

 

Last year, we had a raffle for a blooming 
yellow oncidium. This year, as we have a 
relationship with Whole foods, we were selling 
expired phalaenopsis plants. Victor Lentini had 
been reviving them at his home during the 
summer outside. We sold 16 plants to people 
interested in rearing orchids.  We raised $80.00 
in the process.  
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George Titterton  and Allison Tribble  (far 
right) at the Balmoral yard sale. 

We also handed out promotional literature 
about the fall show.  Our hope is that this type of 
event will inspire people to come to the botanic 
gardens and see other types of blooming orchids 
to buy and to learn about.  

 
We met all sorts of people who already have 

orchids. We hope to see them this fall.  
 
 
-George 
 
 
 

 

Monthly Judging - Amazing! Astronomical! 
Lois Cinert, Ribbon Judging 

We’ve only had three meetings and one show, 
and the number of points accumulated is already 
far ahead of last year – thanks in part to the new 
points system, and in part to the great plants sent 
to the Wisconsin Orchid Society show.  Four of 
our members’ plants earned Best In Class, and 
their owners 100 points each.   

 
You will have a chance to show off your 

plants, too, at our fall Mini-Show, and catch up 
to the points leaders.  We will also be attending 
the Blackhawk Orchid Society show in 
Rockford, if your plants are not quite in bloom 
for our show.  Bring them!  We want to see 
them, and we want you to have the thrill of 
winning a ribbon for your effort in growing a 
great orchid. 

 
Points are listed below.  Best of Class ribbons 

and trophies were awarded to: 
 
Charles & Jane High, Aerangis luteo-alba 
Dave & Allison Tribble, Eria acervata 
Joel Edwards, Eulophia euglossa 
Sue Golan, Ionopsis utriculariodes 
 

Greenhouse 
Dixler, J & R 298 
Golan, Sue 709 
Lubin, Barry 25 
Matchen, Rose 75 
 

Lights/Windowsill/Apts  

Castillo, Karen 22 
Criscuola, Margo 11 
Edwards, Joel 320 
Engle Beth 50 
Fuller, Sandy 10 
Goodman, Joan 16 
Hall, Julie 40 
High, C & J 300 
Kotowski, Anne 6 
Lentini, Victor 64 
Maloney, Sherry 184 
Manuel, Alex 78 
Millman, Morrie 5 
Papiewski, Claire 40 
Powell, Ellen 25 
Puvalowski, Anne 88 
Rambow, Jo Ann 1 
Schordje, Jean 15 
Schordje, Leo 11 
Seidel, Jerry 10 
Stastny, Jane 10 
Strong, Lin 1 
Titterton, George 5 
Torres, Luis 80 
Tribble, Allison 269 
Vrabel, Ken 62 
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Ionopsis utriculariodes 
Winner:  Best in Class 
Grower:  Sue Golan 

 
IOS Display at the Wisconsin Orchid 

Society Show 
Winner:  Best in Class 

Fun with Finances!! 
Sautéed and Served  by Rebecca Luce
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I always try to select a quote that is thought-
provoking, and time and time again I come back 
to this one.  I love the thinking that anyone, 
anywhere can be happy, if they just decide to be.  
It’s really that simple, isn’t it? Because happiness 
isn’t a material item or a day of the week – it’s a 
frame of mind. 
 
I was happy when I learned that because of the 
efforts of several of our members, the IOS earned 
an extra $80 from the sale of Phalaenopsis orchids 
that were donated by Whole Foods. What a great 
idea, and what a fantastic service they did for the 
IOS – taking time out of their schedules to do 
something positive for our society. I would like to 
thank them again for their time and effort. 
 
Our September plant raffle ticket sales were 
successful as well – we raised $82 for the society. 
I believe that the plants that were raffled off were 
donated to the IOS, and I had intended to ask who 
the donor was – but we surely appreciate your 
kindness! 
 

Here is an outline of our current financial 
standing: 

 
Checking $10,940.61 
Money Market $23,641.60 
TOTAL $34,582.21 

 
I am looking forward to the IOS Fall Show 

since it usually is a great source of income for the 
society. People always look forward to bringing 
plants to sell at the member’s sales table, buying 
new plants, browsing the exhibits, and talking 
with fellow orchid lovers. Encourage your family 
and friends to come out and support our show! 
Also, if you know any gardeners that love their 
plants, do let them know that the orchid show 
would surely be of interest to them. 

 
The Fall Show is a good source of income for 

the IOS, and to help make it a success, it is 
important that our members bring plants to sell at 
the member sales table.  If anything else, select a 
few of your own plants that you are ready to sell 
to make space for some new plants; perhaps types 
you haven’t tried to grow before!  It’s a great 
opportunity to clear out some plants from your 
collection and benefit the IOS at the same time.  
Each plant that you would like to sell will need a 
plant sales tag (the ones with the 
white/yellow/pink sheets).  If you need plant sales 
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tags and would like me to send you some so you 
can fill them out before the show, please call me 
at 847-756-0663 or you can email me at 
rebeccaluce23@hotmail.com with how many 
plant tags you need and I would be happy to send 
you some. 

 
In closing, go have a chat with your orchids and 

tell them to be in bloom for the show weekend of 
October 10th and 11th � .  Sometimes they will be 
in bloom in time for the show all on their own – 
but a little pep talk never hurt! We will have an 
“orphans table” for those of us with only a few 
plants in bloom, so bring your blooming plants 
and let’s make it a great show!  

 
-Becky 

 

 

AOS Judging Results - Awards at Regional Shows 
Jim Spatzek – Chairman, Chicago Judging Center, American Orchid Society, Inc. 
 
 We had a busy judging in September.  Sixteen 

plants for entered for consideration for AOS 
awards. We were also pleased to have guest 
judges, including Barb Tisherman from the 
Washington DC Center, and Jim Heileg and 
Greg Filter from the Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Center. 

  
Two plants were finally awarded: 
  
Zygonisia Cynosure 'Blue Bird', AM/AOS-80 

pts. owned by Sue Golan 
  
Paph. Hsinying Alien 'Hampshire E.T.' 

HCC/AOS-77pts. owned by Arnie Klehm. 
  
Congratulations to both.  
  
This weekend we also judged the Wisconsin 

Orchid Society Show at the Mitchell Park 
Conservatory in Milwaukee. The Illinois Orchid 
Society had a nice exhibit and I believe they 
received "Best of Show" for that exhibit.  Fifteen 
plants were also considered for AOS awards.  

 
 Three were awarded and they are: 
  

Dryadella butcheri 'Silas" CCM/AOS-84pts. 
owned by Walter Crawford of Milwaukee 

  
Platystele beatriciae 'Rojohn' CBR/AOS 

Owned by Claire Rojohn, DVM of Hales 
Corners, WI. 

  
Alaticaulea rojohnii 'Joan' CBR/AOS Also 

Owned by Claire Rojohn. 
  
It was a nice show and well worth a trip for a 

nice weekend and dinner in Milwaukee next 
year. 

  
-Jim  

Lc. Green Veil 'Dressy' 
Grower:  Allison Tribble 

Mitchell Park Conservatory, Milwaukee 
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Focus on Conservation – Orchid Habitat Loss, Preservation, and Restoration 
 
 
 
 

How can we continue to preserve remaining 
orchid habitats? Perhaps our first efforts must be 
directed towards public outreach and education. 
Can people value what they do not know? 

 
When I tell people that my state, Illinois, is (or 

at least was) home to 50 species of native orchids, 
they are amazed. When I tell them that we have 
less than 5% of our intact natural lands left, that 
Illinois is second only to Iowa in percentage of 
land given over to development, and that 5% is 
where all the orchids are, they become concerned. 
We have already lost one-fourth of our original 
orchid species, and another fourth are listed as 
endangered or threatened statewide. When I tell 
them of the relationships between orchids and 
ecosystem health, especially surface water quality 
and soil health, they start to see that it is in their 
interest to keep our “canary in the mine” alive! 

 
Outreach is the only effective way to save our 

native orchids! Once we discover populations of 
native orchids, we should inform the landowner 
and help educate them as to their conservation 
value. This is not as easy as some might think, 
especially if the species are listed as threatened or 
endangered in the state or country. Some property 
owners have deliberately destroyed populations of 
rare plants, dumping on them or plowing them 
under, because they believe that local government 
will come in and tell them how to use, or not use, 
their land. Unfortunately this is not true, but 
misinformation is widespread. 

 
Perhaps this is a good place to discuss 

confidentiality issues. There is a lot of concern 
that too widely disseminated information about 
locations will result in poaching of our native 
orchids. That is a very valid concern, and part of 
the responsibility of the environmental advocate 
or educator is to speak out about the need to 
protect the sites, and keep the orchids exactly 
where they are, in order to preserve the site’s 
maximum genetic diversity. Another important 
piece of information is that the soil fungi act as 
the orchid’s extended root system. If you dig up 

the orchid, it’s like cutting off all their roots. How 
will they survive that? Ninety-nine times out of 
one hundred, unfortunately, they don’t. So, 
poaching is not only illegal and immoral, it almost 
always results in the loss of the plant and its 
valuable genetic information. Education is key, 
but discretion in conversation is also necessary. 

 
It is so very important to research the particular 

laws in your area, find out whether there are any 
tax advantages to be had for conservation 
easements (in the case just described, that would 
have been a very important possibility for the 
owner, if he hadn’t been so quick to jump to the 
wrong conclusions!) or any other regional land 
preservation initiatives, that can help inspire 
landowners to preserve habitat for native species. 

 
What we know now is that, conservation-wise, 

orchids do not live in a vacuum, and they can’t be 
saved without our dedication and help. You can’t 
save just the orchids - you have to save their 
entire habitat! The orchids have obligate 
mycorrhizal relationships to the soil fungi, which 
in turn are connected, for example, to oak, pine 
and beech trees and all the other native species 
where the orchids live. The healthier the fungi, the 
healthier the trees and other plants, the healthier 
the orchids will be too. 

 
Once you have the land set aside, the other two 

activities that need careful consideration and 
implementation are management and monitoring. 
Management means keeping the habitat healthy 
for the orchids and other species - removal of 
non-native shrubs such as buckthorn and 
honeysuckle, fast-growing invasive species such 
as reed canary grass, kudzu, common reed, garlic 
mustard, and Canada thistle. Some of this is 
accomplished through hand and/or mechanical or 
chemical methods and sometimes prescribed 
burns are necessary too. Education about these 
methods has to precede implementation so that 
people understand the process and the safeguards 
for their property. 

 

The following article is reprinted with permission.  It was published on the website of the Orchid 
Conservation Coalition, http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org   
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After management strategies are in place, the 
populations should be monitored, probably not 
more often than every other year, to avoid 
unnecessary impact from soil compaction. If there 
is a positive relationship between the management 
and monitoring, other negative impacts (such as 
dumping or ATV use) are avoided, and natural 
hydrology is cooperative, there is reasonable 
expectation that the orchid populations should 
remain stable over time. 

 
There are already programs in place, such as the 

Chicago Botanic Garden’s Plants of Concern 
program and the US Fish and Wildlife prairie 
white fringed orchid monitoring program, that 
follow specific populations of native species, 
including but not limited to orchids, over a long 
period of time, using the same monitoring 
protocol for consistency from year to year. 

 
Some of the data collected for each 

subpopulation of each species include: date, site 
and GPS coordinates, population numbers, 
percent of plants that are reproductive, area 
covered by population (in square meters), soil 
hydrology at the time of monitoring, associate 
species of trees, shrubs and understory plants, 
identification and percentage cover of invasive 
species of plants, management observed or not, 
other threats to the population and comments. 
This material is extremely valuable to the 
landowners because with it they can track changes 
in populations over time and help make informed 
management decisions. 

 
Last year my monitoring partner and I were in 

DuPage County monitoring the small white lady 
slipper orchid, Cypripedium candidum. In one 
subpopulation there had been an early spring 
burn, which resulted in doubling of the numbers 
of plants we found the year before. There were 
other areas of this very high quality site that had 
been succumbing to brush incursion, mostly grey 
dogwood and buckthorn, and these areas were, 
too, full of orchids, including spiranthes and 
prairie white fringed, but those numbers had been 
steadily declining. Concerned but determined to 
do what I could, I called up the head of the land 

management division and recommended that if at 
all possible, they should direct some resources 
towards a burn in the other areas. Thankfully, they 
did so, and we were again rewarded this year by 
an abundance of orchids! 

 

 
 

Now, the plants have always been there, we 
knew, but struggling to survive. The fire was able 
to set back the woody brush and restore free 
carbon and other nutrients to the soil. Burning off 
last year’s leaf litter opened up the soil to 
sunlight, giving the juvenile plants a head start in 
competing with everything else emerging in this 
rich area. There had also been hand clearing in 
one area that had not yet been burned, and there 
were also many orchids found in that area. 

 
In this particular instance, monitoring 

successfully informed good management 
decisions. Our most important job as advocates 
for native orchids is to patiently build effective 
partnerships with landowners (such as forest 
preserve agencies and private land trusts), 
stakeholders (such as the recreational public) and 
schools (where we can offer our conservation 
message while the kids get service hour credit 
helping with restoration activities!). Careful 
relationship-building with the landowners, tactful 
public outreach, self-education about all the 
various issues related to land management 
concerns, are all necessary to orchid conservation 
on a regional level. This means reaching out to 
and trying to work with those who have different 
opinions and different agendas and trying to build 
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consensus. It takes time and sometimes even 
tremendous effort, but it’s worth it! 

 
I am hopeful that with proper, ongoing 

management, with education of the stakeholders 
and general public, everyone will be able to  

appreciate the treasures that are in our midst, and 
be partners in their preservation. 

 
Kathleen Marie Garness, 
Volunteer, Plants of Concern,  
Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, Illinois

Voices From The Past – Orchid Grower’s Lament 
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor 

 
 
 
 

 
Now that show time is arriving, I started thinking 
about what might be blooming then. Of course, 
such thinking is an absolute waste of time. So - I 
wrote the following sad poem: 
 

It is true of most orchids I grow 
That they don't bloom 'til after a show 
With a timing that's clever 
They seem to endeavor 
To show me how little I know 

 
Now I've managed to bloom every gem 
With a system no one could condemn 
I just lie about the date 
Make them think the show is late 
Well, I think I have outwitted them 

 

So, remember, that an orchid's just a plant 
If it ever had a brain, it is extant 
If they don't, then it's their loss 
They will try hard to control you but they 

can't! 
 

THE ORCHIDS' RIPOSTE 
 

That new calendar she put up is fallacious 
Her desire for more blue ribbons is rapacious 
We will bloom when we damn please, 
Soon we'll have her on her knees 
Oh we Orchids can be very contumacious!* 

 
*obstinately disobedient 
 

-Sue Golan 

Orchid Biology from One Hobbyist’s Perspective 
Dave Tribble - Contributing Editor 
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As stated in last month’s article, once seedlings 
have leaves, a healthy root system and they have 
reached a minimum height of 2 inches they can 
be removed from their culture jars and placed in 
a Compot or community pot under normal 
greenhouse conditions. This removal of the 
seedlings is called Deflasking. See figure 1. 
 

     Depending on the type of nutrient media 
used, removing seedlings can be as easy as 
using a pair of long tweezers to carefully pluck 
the plants out of the surrounding media. If the 
seedlings resist removal a small amount of 
lukewarm distilled water should be placed in the 
container and left for approximately an hour. 
Depending on the amount of water introduced 

The following article appeared in the June 2009 issue of the Florida West Coast Orchid Society Newsletter.  
It is reprinted here with permission. The author is Jeff Dromm.* 
 

Periodically, we will bring you items from past IOS Newsletters. Our forefathers, God bless em, left us with much astute and 
sage advice. The item below is reprinted from the Illinois Orchid Society Newsletter V43, No 2 (February, 1994). The author is: 
Sue Golan. 
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the young plants can then be extricated or the 
whole container can gently tipped to pour the 
contents. Whatever procedure is followed care 
must be taken to avoid damage to the seedlings 
roots or leaves. 

 
    Prior to the introduction of the seedlings into 
their new growth media they should be placed in 
room temperature distilled water preferably with 
the addition of a dilute amount of a fungicide 
like Physan. Floating the plants in the water will 
facilitate cleaning the media off the seedlings 
roots and the fungicide will reduce the chances 
of contamination. 
 
    After this cleaning of the seedlings they can be 
placed in a community pot or small individual 
containers. No matter what the choice, the type, 
consistency, drainage and moisture level of the 
potting media is critical. You are in essence 
taking seedlings that have grown in an artificial 
self contained, uniform, sterile environment and 
introducing them to a natural setting. All of the 
nutrient, moisture and other culture requirements 
must now be regulated manually. The selection 

of the appropriate media is based on the type of 
orchid species growth requirements. The potting 
media can be as simple as moisten sphagnum 
moss to various blends of media comprising fine 
particle orchid bark, sphagnum moss, perlite and 
charcoal or any combinations thereof. Potting 
media ratios are available from numerous orchid 
culture resources or you can experiment with 
your own ingredients and proportions. Seedling 
media are also commercially available in varied 
ratios. See figure 2 and 3. 
 

 

     

 

 
In preparation for transplanting the seedlings the 
containers should have good drainage and have 
their inside bases lined with a well draining 
material such as polystyrene packing peanuts, 
Aliflor or any moderate size permeable non 
absorbent material. Excellent drainage is an 
absolute necessity. Orchid seedlings require a 



 - 12 - 

considerable amount of water to grow and thrive, 
but will not survive if their roots are constantly 
wet. They like to be watered and then allowed to 
dry. Transplanted seedlings have very little 
capacity for water storage found in mature plants 
and thus require more frequent watering. To 
avoid possible fungal or bacterial rots try to 
water the media only not the plant. A common 
source of seedling deaths is a result of rots 
caused by wet leaves that do not dry out quickly. 
Seedlings that have fungal or bacterial infections 
succumb at an alarming rate. It is extremely 
important that the young plants be monitored for 
any signs of infection or distress. Air 
Temperature, Light and Humidity levels should 
also be carefully monitored. 
 
Although such monitoring is possible in a 
greenhouse, fluctuations in the environment that 
would have no effect on mature orchid can cause 
substantial problems or death in young seedlings. 
 
    An excellent method of controlling 
environmental conditions is growing the 
seedlings under grow lights either in a room with 
stable air temperatures or in an environmentally 
controlled container where light, humidity, 
temperature and air movement are regulated. 
Regardless of method used to culture the 
seedlings they must be watered often and fed 
with a dilute high nitrogen fertilizer several times 
a week. The proper temperature, humidity and 
air movement is dependent on the specific orchid 
seedlings to be culture. In many instances 
specific seedling culture data is available, when 

it is not the process must be undertaken by trial 
and error. In many instances the normal 
requirements of the mature plant will suffice 
albeit with a possible decrease in light intensity, 
temperature and an increase in the frequency of 
watering and dilute fertilizer. An excellent 
source for information on seedling care is 
“Orchid Seedling Care“, by Bob Gordon. 
 
This article concludes a brief look at some of the 
processes and procedures required to make baby 
orchids, Whether you elect to try your hand at 
this portion of orchid culture or not I hope that 
you have learned to appreciate the fascinating 
world of orchid species and culture and 
developed a better  under-standing of their 
genesis from seed to viable seedling. I hope you 
enjoyed the discovery journey as much as I did. 
 
 
 
 
*  Jeffrey Dromm was born in Teaneck, New 
Jersey. He attended college at Indiana 
University, Bloomington Indiana with a degree 
in Psychology with majors in Anatomy and 
Physiology and Zoology. He has been interested 
in orchids for many years, but did not have 
sufficient time to devote to them as real hobbyist 
and collector. Now that his children have grown 
up, Jeff can indulge his passion. 
 
This article cannot be reproduced without permission from 

the author who can be contacted at jdromm@aol.com 
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