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IOS Meetings and Show Dates 
 
December 13  - Annual Holiday Party  hosted 
by Orchids by Hausermann, Villa Park, IL.  
-  Doors open at 11:00 AM 
-  Plants on judging table and Pot Luck Lunch at 

12:30 PM 
-  No Member plant sales. 
 
January  10  - Board of Directors Meeting , 
Chicago Botanic Garden, 9-11:30 AM 
(preceding monthly meeting).  All IOS members 
are welcome to attend. 
 
January 10 – Member’s Meeting  
Chicago Botanic Garden 
Speaker: Dr. Lawrence Zettler, Illinois College 
 
February 14 – Member’s Meeting, Chicago 
Botanic Garden.  
Speaker: Tom Mirenda, Museum Specialist, 
Orchid Collection, Smithsonian Institution  
 
March 20 - 21 - IOS Spring Show , Chicago 
Botanic Garden 
 
April 11 – Member’s Meeting, Chicago Botanic 
Garden. 
Speaker: James Rose, Cal Orchids 
 

 

Orchid Events 
 
December 12 – Orchid judging , Chicago 
Judging Center of the American Orchid Society, 
Chicago Botanic Garden, Auditorium at 1:00 
PM. Open to the public. 
 
January 9 – Orchid judging , Chicago Judging 
Center of the American Orchid Society, Chicago 
Botanic Garden, Auditorium at 1:00 PM. Open to 
the public. 
 
 

President’s Message 
Luis Torres – President 

Happy Holidays!  Yes, it’s that time of year 
again where we tend to indulge in pastimes that 
involve copious quantities of food and, dare I 
say, drink!  It also happens to mark the time of 
year when most of our orchid collections are 
blooming.  My basement is burgeoning this 
holiday season with all sorts in bloom.  As best I 
can tell, I have a relatively cool and damp 
summer to thank for that.  Looks like my 
collection enjoyed what for them must have been 
a good vacation outdoors!  All I need now is an 
automated watering system and life would be 
pretty good. 

 
Mark your calendars for Sunday December 

13th for our annual Christmas party at 
Hausermann's.  It’s our traditional pot luck 
format so bring food and refreshments for 
yourself and, say, up to a dozen friends.  The 
experts tell me this is an El Nino winter which 
ought to translate to mild temperatures.  As such, 
and with my legendary weather forecast hat on, 
I’m predicting that even on December 13th it 
will be pleasant enough to BBQ outside!  Those 
of you keeping score of my weather predictions 
for key IOS events know my track record is 
100%.!!  So with the promise of balmy 
conditions, there’s no excuse for not turning-up 
to what is always a good time. Of course the 
Hausemanns spiked punch normally guarantees 
that. 

 
Looking to 2010, I’m excited at what we have 

in store for the IOS membership.  The guest 
speakers Loren has lined up for us is particularly 
exciting.  They include some returning favorites 
but I don’t want to spoil the surprise.  Please 
keep the second Sunday of each month set aside 
for attending our meetings, you won’t regret it.  
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On the subject of membership, as always I’m 
happy to hear your comments and feedback 
directly so please write me at 
mrltorres@hotmail.com.   

 
Have a wonderful holiday season.   
 
Merry Christmas, 
 
-Luis 
 

 
Pot. Hawaiian Prominence 'Carmela' 

Grower:  Anne Puvalowski 
 

 
Bulb. Lovely Elizabeth  
Grower:  Bob Tropp 

 

View From the Speaker’s Chair 
   Loren Pollock, Speaker Chair

Our holiday party at Hausermann’s is 
approaching. As many of you know, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to socialize with your 
fellow society members, while enjoying a pot 
luck meal comprised of some of our favorite 
recipes. And, while you are enjoying the spirit of 
the holidays and the company of fellow 
members, if you just happen to purchase an 
orchid or two, well that will just be a bonus! 

 
As always, please bring a dish – savory or 

sweet – with enough to feed about 8. Doors open 
at 11:00am (a map to Hausermann’s can be 
found on page 13 this newsletter). There should 
be enough power outlets for those of you who 
are bringing crock pots or hot plates to keep your 
dishes warm. We’ll have plenty of plates, bowls, 
cutlery, and napkins, but please bring serving 
utensils. 

  
Marguerite Webb, J&L Orchids 
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In past years, we have always enjoyed 
presentations by Dana or Gene. Happily, this 
year will be no exception. The topic has yet to be 
determined, but sure to be interesting.  

 
Remember, while there will be member plant 

judging, there will not be member plant sales. 
 
Regarding last month’s meeting, I hope you 

enjoyed Marguerite’s talk on Masdevalias. She 
really brought out a nice collection of plants for 
sale, and I managed to pick up a few (it amazes 
me how I continue to find room for more plants). 
I love Masdevalias, but they have never been 
great growers for me. All that is going to change! 
(Hopefully!) 

  
Finally, thanks to those of you that sat through 

my workshop. I enjoy sharing my solutions to 
growing challenges. If you have an interesting 
approach to growing your orchids, please let me 
know – I am always interested in seeing how 
others grow their orchids. 

 
 
 
 

Loren Pollock presents a workshop on 
Automated Irrigation 

   (Or How to Flood Your Basement) 
 

My wishes to all of you for a safe and happy 
holiday! 

 
-Loren 

 

Membership Memorandum  
   Dave Tribble, Acting Membership Chair 
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December means many things! For IOS 
members it means the annual Holiday Party at 
Hausermann's…..great food, great punch, great 
plants! 

 
It also means Renewal Time! Yes….we know 

you have your checkbooks at Hausermann's, so 
what better time to take care of the renewal 
process??   

 
Here’s how it works! We’ll have your renewal 

form ready for you at the Holiday Party.  You 
check over your info, and make any corrections, 
additions, deletions, etc. 

 
You then get out your checkbook, and in one 

easy step you are renewed for the 2010 year! 
What could be easier?  

 

We work hard to make the process easy for 
you, in part to save the Society money! Every 
membership renewed in person is one less that 
has to be sent to you (think Postage!), and then 
sent back (think Postage!)  And this doesn’t even 
add in the costs of envelopes, stationery, saliva 
(to lick the stamps!), and the effort to cart all 
those envelopes to the post office! 

 
   Also, while we have you in person…….. 

How about a Supporting Membership??? You 
and I know, there isn’t anything you can sign up 
for these days that costs only $25/YEAR! The 
IOS (God Bless 'em!) has kept the membership 
fee at a ridiculously low price for years!  

 
   Have you kept your job this year???  There’s 

a great way to say Thank You!  Elect to renew as 
a Bronze Membership…..or a Silver 
Membership…..or (Bless You!), as a Gold 
Membership!  Show how much you really 
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appreciate the IOS!  Grasp a little of that GOOD, 
holiday feeling, while making us feel good also!    

 
Watch for those Smiley Faces!  Please give a 

warm welcome to newcomers: 
 Lia Pocrnich  - Skokie 
 Gary Riebe – Chicago 
 Ilene Sievert – Evanston 
 Maureen Collins – Deerfield 
 
Also, we warmly welcome back in the 

fold…… 
 Osvaldo Wagener – Chicago 
 Larry & Andre Tomaszewski 

– Schererville, IN 
 
They strayed for a year or so, but then thought 

better of it! What deal is better that the IOS??? 
 
 
 -Dave 

 

Monthly Judging - Halfway There 
Lois Cinert, Ribbon Judging 

Our December meeting at Hausermann’s 
marks the half-way point in our annual contest.  
We have had some spectacular plants brought to 
our monthly meetings and shows, hope you got 
to see all of them. 

 
If your name is not yet on the list for plant 

points, there is still time!  We have 5 more 
monthly meetings, and  at least 4 more shows, 
including our spring show.  Bring your blooming 
plants for us to enjoy and learn from.  And bring 
them to the Chicago Judging Center monthly 
judgings.  It’s easy to get points, but you have to 
bring your plants! 

 
-Lois 

 
Point Standing: 
 
Greenhouse  
Dixler, J & R 1,093 
Golan, Sue 1,044 
Lubin, Barry 780 
Matchen, Rose 230 
Spatzek, James 5 
  

Lights/Windowsill/Apt  
Bloome, Cathy 250 
Castillo, Karen 24 
Criscuola, Margo 11 
Dangoria, Phyllis 10 
Edwards, Joel 785 
Engle Beth 105 
Fuller, Sandy 80 
Goodman, Joan 16 
Hall, Julie 80 
High, C & J 470 
Johnson, Carolyn 19 
Jost, Peter 11 
Kotowski, Anne 16 
Lentini, Victor 288 
Luce, Rebecca 90 
Maloney, Sherry 754 
Manuel, Alex 93 
Millman, Morrie 5 
Papiewski, Claire 40 
Pollock, Loren 35 
Powell, Ellen 55 
Puvalowski, Anne 118 

Epicatt. Don Herman 'Gold Rush' 
Gower:  Allison Tribble 

 
(Also see in this issue:  Membership Report 

for 2009 on page 7.) 
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Rambow, Jo Ann 21 
Schordje, Jean 15 
Schordje, Leo 11 
Seidel, Jerry 278 
Stastny, Jane 11 
Strong, Lin 1 
Titterton, George 155 
Torres, Luis 160 
Tribble, Allison 446 
Tropp, Bob 31 
Vrabel, Ken 153 
Younghale, B & H 150 

 
 
 
 

 
Onc. hybrid 

Grower:  Karen Castillo 
 
 

 
Dendrochilum magnum 

Grower:  Sue Golan 
Plant of the Month Award Winner 

 
 

 
Blc Liese Pigors x Lc. Drumbeat 'Triumph' 

Grower:  Phyllis Dangoia 
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Aussie Finances!! 
Composed by Koalas and Kangaroos as Observed by Rebecca Luce
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As I write this month’s treasurer’s article, I am 
sitting in the Sydney airport…yes, Sydney, 
Australia.  I’ve been here for exactly one week, 
and am now on my way to Hamilton Island, 
which is north of Sydney in Queensland.  

 
In terms of IOS financial business, I was able to 

check out account balances on this computer in 
the airport, and they are as follows: 

 
Regular checking:  $12,140.29 
Money Market Savings:  $23,651.32 
Total:  $35,791.61 
 
Most of the checks that were written from the 

fall 2009 show have been cashed, so this is great! 
Not much else significant or remarkable has 
happened since my last article in the November 
newsletter. 

 
For those who may be interested, our trip to 

Australia has been awesome. It is quite an 
expensive city, but we are doing our best to see all 
the sights and have a great time. I would say a 
highlight of the trip so far has been going to the 
Taronga Zoo, where we saw koala bears being fed 
and even fight over their food!!  It was quite cute.  
We also visited Manly Beach and Bondi Beach, 
both of which were beautiful. We even enjoyed 
some amazing baby octopus for 
dinner…somewhat disconcerting to look at, but 
very tasty!!! 

 
As I mentioned, we are not on our way to 

Hamilton Island, which is near to the Great 
Barrier reef. I am unsure if we’ll be able to swim, 
since November is the month when the jellyfish 
start to appear in the ocean around the reef…the 

jellyfish with the fatal sting. I am not much of a 
thrill seeker, so I will probably stick to the 
swimming pool!! 

 
Our plane is leaving soon, so I must be on my 

way. I look forward to seeing everyone at the 
Christmas party in December at Hausermanns!   

 
Keep using www.goodsearch.com! 
  
-Becky 
 

Catt. Wedding Song 'Virgin' 
Grower:  Rebecca Luce

 

Phal. Hiroshima Fantasy 
Grower:  Beth Engle 
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Membership Report for  2009 
Dave Tribble, Acting Membership Chair 
 

As the old joke goes….. “You want the good 
news, or the bad news, first?”  Well, there is some 
of both! Total membership in the Society dropped 
for the fourth year in a row (actually, probably for 
more than that, but this is all we have data on). 
The final membership count for 2009 was an even 
200 members.  
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2009 also has to be a low point as far as new 
members joining. We recruited only 40 new 
members for the year. 

 
Before going into more figures, and more 

graphs, let's take a closer look at these two basic 
figures. On the new members: 
 

·  Of the 40 new members, 10 provided no 
answer to how they became acquainted 
with the IOS. 

·  23 said they joined due to the Spring Show 
·  3 found out about us from the Web-Site 
·  3 were introduced to the IOS through 

friends 
·  The final new member just put down 

‘Shows’?? (Maybe he/she had to go to a 
number of them before making a final 
decision??) 

 
     On the broader membership we found some 
interesting ‘stats’ for you@ 
 

·  We have members from 9 different states! 
(The quiz question at the end of this report 
is to name the state in which the largest 
number of members reside?) 

·  7 Members hail from Indiana, with 
Wisconsin a close 3rd with 6. 

·  Also represented are Florida, Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
and Texas! 

 
     While we’re on the subject of ‘quiz 
questions’……’Can anyone guess the most 
popular city in which our members reside??? 
 

·  You’re an instant winner if you said 
Chicago (47 members reside here!) 

·  Northbrook wins 2nd place with 8 
members 

·  A tie for 3rd (with 6) goes to Glencoe, 
Glenview, Palatine and Skokie 

·  Highland Park and Buffalo Grove are next 
with 5 each. 

 
Let’s look at Supporting Memberships now. 

The total number of supporting members dropped 
slightly from 2008 (23) to 2009 (18). The number 
of members electing to register as a Bronze 
member ($50) dropped significantly from 14 to 
only 5. But Gold memberships ($100) increased 
for the 2nd year in a row rising to 12 from 8. 
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    All members of the Society offer their thanks 

to these generous folk who, even in hard times, go 
the extra mile. 
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Staying on Supporting Memberships for a 
moment, it is also worthwhile to look at the added 
income to the Society that we receive from these 
special members. 

 
   The chart below illustrates, that while the 

number of supporting members dropped slightly, 
the ‘added income’ (amount above the regular 
membership fee level) generated by the program 
rose for the 2nd year in a row. 
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Old-Timers!  Now that its membership renewal 

time, you have a chance to correct all those 
‘errors’ in your membership report……Like  
When was it that I first joined the IOS????   

 
According to the records we have (and we rely 

totally on you!), the longest reigning member of 
the IOS is Herman Pigors of Oak Hill Gardens. 
Herman says he joined in1956! Next in line, we 
have Bob Younghale, and Wilfried Losert who 
joined initially in 1972.  Now if you think about 
it, it’s 15 years between 1956 and 1972!!!   
Perhaps our biggest problem with Oldtimers is 
their recollections are fading! 

 
We often here about Core of Members, you 

know, the ‘regulars’, the old familiar faces!!  Well 
within our DataBase we can now keep track of 
returning members, from year to year. We have 
data going back to 2005 when we launched the 
first IOS Membership DataBase. If you thought 
there was that mysterious ‘core’, you were 
right…..Of the 2009 members, 72 have been 
continuous members every year since 2005! 

 
Growing Habits! Mary, Mary, quite contrary, 

how does your garden grow????  Of the 178 

members who have responded to this question, a 
total of 38 list greenhouse in their growing habits. 
Thirty of these specify only greenhouse, the 
others, are greenhouse & windowsill (3), 
greenhouse & lights (3), and greenhouse & lights 
& windowsill (2). 
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    There are 73 members who use lights, but only 
25 list lights exclusively. The majority (43) 
indicate lights along windowsills. 
 
     The windowsill growers are the clear winner, 
with 119 listing this approach (71 say windowsills 
are their only locales. 
 

-Dave 
 

 
Ascda. Jannie Lee Brandt 

Grower:  Ken Vrabel 
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Focus on Conservation – Big Bird 
Lois Cinert, Contributing Editor 
 

Some IOS members drove to an area near 
Demotte, Indiana to see one of the stopover places 
for the Sandhill Cranes.  This is a ‘some-times’ 
annual pilgrimage organized by Cathy Bloome, on 
our Conservation Committee. 

 
It’s about a 2-hour drive from Chicago, off I-65, 

in a marshy area in the Jasper-Pulaski Wildlife 
area.  It’s not much on facilities, but there are 
enough picnic tables for the visitors who go there. 

 
The main event involves the gathering in a 

meadow of the cranes from their daily feeding in 
the adjacent corn fields, and their flight at sunset 
to the overnight roosts in the marshlands.  It is one 
of nature’s great spectacles, when 13,000 of them 
take flight, calling to each other across the fens.  
The sunset wasn’t bad either. 

 
Anne Kotowski brought her sighting scope, and 

we pointed it at the sky and found Jupiter, 
including several moons that were visible. 

 
It was a good outing on a warm early winter 

day.  We always plan on doing it again next year, 
and welcome more company.  We will have a 
notice on the web page again next year, if you’d 
like to join us. 

 
-Lois 
 
 
 

A Note from the Peruvian Orchid Society 

Please allow us to introduce you to Orquidea, 
the Peruvian Orchid Club Digital Bulletin. Peru is 
home to over 3,000 orchid species distributed in 
224 genera, and every year new orchid discoveries 
are being made. Only this year, 9 new species of 
Maxillaria and ten new species of the spectacular 
miniature genus Telipogon have been registered.  
Amazing species have been found in Peru such as  
Phragmipedium bessae in 1981, and most recently, 
Phragmipedium kovachii in 2002. The Peruvian 
Orchid Club has been publishing Orquidea in 

Spanish since August 2008 and since August 2009 
also is publishing Orquidea in English.  The cost of 
the annual subscription of twelve issues is US$ 30 
with which we hope to keep our friends around the 
world informed about the enormous diversity of 
Peruvian Orchids. Your collaboration will help 
maintain the conservation work, investigation and 
diffusion carried out by the Peruvian Orchid Club, 
a nonprofit organization based in Lima, Peru and 
makes you automatically a virtual member of our 
organization. If you are interested in subscribing to 

George Cinert and Anne Kotowski 
(right)  with sighting scope 

Sandhill Cranes in the Jasper Pulaski Wildlife area 
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our bulletin you can do it online using PayPal 
through this link: 
http://www.florideaperu.com/club_orquideas.html. 

 
Best regards and thank you for your time. 
 
Pablo Bermudez 
Editor 
Orquidea 
The Peruvian Orchid Club Bulletin 
www.peruorchids.org 

 
 
 

Phrag. besseae 
Grower:  Julie Hall 

 
 

Tricks of the Trade – The Winter Transport Box 
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor 

 
 

 

Here’s Chuck to explain how it works! 
 
    I picked this box for its tall dimension. 

 Even then, it wasn't tall enough for particular 
plants, so I used dowels in the corners to make it 
taller.  The height of the dowels was maintained 
by looping string around them and then through 
holes near the box's corners, allowing the string 
to be tied from the outside of the box. 

 
     Plants were placed in the box through the 

side "door." Once plants were stabilized inside 
the box, the door could be closed and secured 
with string and tape. Initially, I tried using string 
alone to secure the door, but found tape to be less 
cumbersome.  To avoid damage to the box from 
repeated application and removal of tape, I laid 
down a permanent layer of tape at three places. 
 This allowed tape to be added and removed at 
these places without tearing up the corrugate. 
 The plastic bag used to cover the box was a 
fortuitous discovery in that it closely fit the box, 
and was long enough to cover it 

 
 
 

 

This month’s trick comes from Chuck High. I saw Chuck unloading his plants at the January meeting and was fascinated by the 
tall transport box he brought in with one of his plants. If you think it’s simply a ‘box’….think again!  
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AOS Corner 
Rosalie Dixler, AOS Liaison
 

The American Orchid Society has Members 
Meetings twice a year, once in the spring and 
then in the fall.  These events are open to any 
orchid lover to attend.  Think about going to the 
next one which is in Oklahoma City from April 
28 – May 2, 2010.  You can obtain information 
under “Events” at the AOS web site or at 
http://www.2010aosshow.oosorchids.org/  At 
each of these meetings the AOS has been hosting 
Town Hall meetings where they have been 
answering questions from membership in a 
public setting.  Let me share a couple of the 
questions and answers from the recent California 
town hall meeting.  

 
Q.  How is the AOS doing financially? 
 
Answer:  The organization is struggling and 

has cut its expenses in every instance that it can.  
The staff has been dramatically cut back.  Also 
several fundraising campaigns have been 
initiated including the Garden Committee’s 
“Save the Garden” campaign and the 
Development Committee has asked for donations 
from Trustees, Committee Chairs and Committee 
Members.  Also the Development Committee, 
along with the Affiliated Society Committee, has 
asked for financial assistance from Affiliated 
Orchid Societies.   If we all pull together we can 
make it through this difficult financial time. 

 
 Q. Have we absolutely concluded we can’t 

unload the headquarters? 
 
Answer: If AOS can attract enough people to 

the facility we are better off having it open.  It 
provides positive cash flow.  It also provides the 
means for AOS members to have reciprocal 
membership to over 200 other gardens around 
the world.  The headquarters was paid for by 
donations from several generous AOS 
supporters. 

 
 If you have a burning question for the AOS 

leadership, come to a Town Hall meeting—
you’re sure to get your answers there!  Or you 
can email me and I will get an answer to you:  
affiliated_societies@aos.org   

 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Holdren 
AOS Affiliated Society Committee 
 
 

AOS is on Facebook! 
 
If you're an avid user of Facebook or a newbie, 

just getting started, be sure to join the American 
Orchid Society's Facebook Membership Page. It 
was set up to create a forum for discussion, 
questions and news all about the national 
headquarters and affiliate organizations of AOS. 
People from New Hampshire to Florida are 
already members, sharing their orchid-related 
news. 

 
Just log-on to your Facebook account (or 

create one at www.facebook.com; it's free and 
easy!), then in the Search box, type in "American 
Orchid Society.." Click on the icon with two, 
blue people on it, indicating a Membership page. 
Once you're in, become a Member and join the 
conversation. 

 
If you have any questions about how to join 

Facebook or the AOS Membership page, please 
contact the Page Administrators Carol Holdren 
of AOS. 

  
Susan Taylor 
Orchids Editor,  
BellaOnline.com
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Officers and Board Members 
 
Officers (Terms of office ar e from July 1 until June 30):  
President  Luis Torres 847-303-6838     (mrltorres@hotmail.com) 
1st Vice President (Meetings/speakers) Loren Pollock 847-219-0718     (b_rand@yahoo.com) 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Jeanne Becker 847-945-0107     (beckerjeanne@hotmail.com) 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042     (phrag207@earthlink.net) 
Secretary (Recorder) Anne Puvalowski 224-699-9021    (apuvalow@hotmail.com) 
Asst. Secretary (Newsletter Editor) Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Rebecca Luce                             (rebeccaluce23@hotmail.com) 
Asst. Treasurer  (Membership/ Dues) Allison Tribble 773-728-4874     (allisont@rcn.com) 
Immediate Past President  Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 

 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Claire Papiewski 2010 847-622-8664     (dreflap@yahoo.com) 
Lois Cinert 2010 630-739-1068     (geolocin@earthlink.net) 
Victor Lentini 2011 773-763-6363     (f1orchid@aol.com) 
Beth Engle 2011 815-886-4953     (hortpotter@att.net) 

Bob Tropp   2012  874-676-2495    (jackietropp@comcast.net) 

George Titterton 2012  773-989-9044    (getinteriors@juno.com) 

Joe Dixler  2013 847-432-7708     (jmd@dixler.net) 

Joan Goodman 2013 847-470-0469     (joangoodman2002@yahoo.com) 
 

 

IOS Affiliations 

Orchid Conservation Coalition 
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org 
 

 
 
 

Orchid Digest 
http://www.orchiddigest.com

American Orchid Society 
http://www.aos.org 
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Map to Orchids by Hausermann 
2N 134 Addison Road 
Villa Park, Illinois 
630-543-6855 
http://orchidsbyhausermann.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


