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IOS Meetings and Show Dates 
 
January  10  - Board of Directors Meeting , 
Chicago Botanic Garden, 9-11:30 AM 
(preceding monthly meeting).  All IOS 
members are welcome to attend. 
 
January 10 – Members' Meeting  
Chicago Botanic Garden 
Speaker: Dr. Lawrence Zettler, Illinois 
College 
presents “Chasing the Scent of a Ghost (and 
other tales from the swamps of South 
Florida).  Workshop on " Navigating the IOS’ 
Website " by Lois Cinert.  
Schedule:   11:45  Mentors Meeting 
                   12:30  Have plants ready for     

judging. Workshop. 
                    1:00  Speaker 
 
February 14 – Members' Meeting, Chicago 
Botanic Garden.  Speaker: Tom Mirenda, 
Museum Specialist, Orchid Collection, 
Smithsonian Institution  
 
March 20 - 21 - IOS Spring Show , Chicago 
Botanic Garden. 
 
April 11 – Members' Meeting, Chicago 
Botanic Garden.  Speaker: James Rose, Cal 
Orchids. 
 
May 16 - Members' Meeting, Chicago 
Botanic Garden.  Speaker: Tom Harper of 
Stones River Orchids. 
 
June 13 - Members' Meeting, Chicago 
Botanic Garden.  Speaker: Mario Ferrusi of 
Marsh Hollow Orchids 
 

 

Orchid Events 
 
January 9 – Orchid judging , Chicago 
Judging Center of the American Orchid 
Society, Chicago Botanic Garden, 
Auditorium at 1:00 PM. Open to the public. 
 
 February 6 - 7  – Orchid Growers Guild 
Show, Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI, 
http://www.orchidguild.org/orchidquest.html 
 
February 13 – Orchid judging , Chicago 
Judging Center of the American Orchid 
Society, Chicago Botanic Garden, 
Auditorium at 1:00 PM. Open to the public. 
 
February 20 - 21  – Batavia Orchid Society 
Show, Dupage County Fairgrounds 
http://www.bataviaorchidsociety.org/2009%2
0ORCHID%20SHOW.htm 
 
March 13 - 14  – Northeastern Wisconsin 
Orchid Society Show, Neenah, WI.  
http://www.newisos.org/SpringOrchidShow.htm 
 

President’s Message 
Luis Torres – President 

Let me be amongst the first to wish you a 
Happy New Year.  2010 heralds not just a new 
year but a new decade!  As a kid, 2010 was some 
wonderful date in the future that would see us all 
living a life of leisure exploring space.  Who 
would have guessed the future could arrive so 
quickly.  Ok, so we’re not living a life in space, 
at least not all the time, but the prospect of a new 
year and decade is nonetheless an exciting one.  
With just a few months left of my presidency, 
I’m remain steadfast, enthusiastic and confident 
about the future of the IOS.  Our Christmas party 
in December was a wonderful occasion that drew 
a lovely big crowd and some excellent food.  If 
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you didn’t or couldn’t make it for whatever 
reason you missed a good one.  It’s not just that 
our ranks within the IOS are swelling but that the 
folks we’re attracting are themselves enthusiastic 
and energetic.  I see a bedrock of vitality  within 
our membership that I’m confident will 
perpetuate the success of the IOS through the 
next decade. 

 
For me, the IOS Christmas party is a natural 

outworking of our commitment to membership 
and the membership experience.  Our guest 
speaker for January, Dr. Larry Zettler, for me 
represents our link to conservation.  Larry was 
our 1% FOC (for orchid conservation) recipient 
in 2009 and, with the boards consent, I’d like 
him to be the recipient again in 2010.  In fact, my 
vision for the future with regards to conservation 
is that we focus our financial resources through a 
few specific individuals that are active in the 
field.  I vividly recall speaking with Larry when I 
informed him of our 1% FOC contribution.  
You’d have thought he just won the Nobel prize 
for science!  His promise to us, the IOS, is that 
every penny will be well spent.  I believe him.  
I’m hopeful that at the board level we can fine 
tune the next budget to do even more for 
conservation.  My sense is that orchids may well 
prove to be the proverbial canary in the coal 
mine when it comes to a litmus test for climate 
change.  Conserving their natural habitat isn’t 
just good for orchids. I suspect history will 
record that it’s essential for our well being too!  
Anyway, stepping off my soap box, I’m looking 
forward to what Larry has to say. 

 
Looking next to the immediate future, if 

you’re like me you’ll likely have a lovely flush 
of orchids in bloom.  That’s good because show 
season is with us again.  February sees a couple 
of away shows in which I expect us to do well.   
Then in March, we have our own Spring show.  
I’ll repeat here what I mentioned at our 
Christmas party. Please consider volunteering to 
help Jeanne Becker with the organization needed 
behind the scenes before the main event.  Our 
volunteer turn-out for the weekend of the event 
is excellent, which is great, keep it up. What we 
need, however, to complement that is more help 
with the organization.  Contact Jeanne.  I know 
she’ll be grateful to have more assistance 

organizing for what I expect will be a big spring 
show. 

 
So there you have it; 2010 is set to start with a 

flurry of activity for us.  Pulling together as a 
community, I forecast not just a successful and 
action packed 2010 for the IOS, but a promising 
decade ahead. 

 
Let’s all make it happen! 
 
Cheers, 
 
-Luis 
 

 
Paph. Optimus Prime 
Grower:  Luis Torres 

 

 
Phal. I-Hsin Spot Eagle 'Montclair' 

Grower:  Sherry Maloney 
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View From the Speaker’s Chair 
   Loren Pollock, Speaker Chair

Happy New Year everyone!  
 
Many thanks to the Orchids by Hausermann 

for hosting our holiday party.  Thanks to all of  
you who brought the delicious dishes that made 
the party a true food-fest. Dana's talk about 
oncidiums was both helpful and interesting.   

 

 
Dana Harrison of Orchids by Hausermann 

presents the talk on Oncidiums 
 

We have an incredible line up of speakers for 
you this year, and we’ll start our speakers  

 

program with Larry Zettler, PhD, of Illinois 
College. Most of you know that Dr. Zettler 
visited us in the past (May, 2008) to talk about 
the symbiotic relationship between mycorrhizal 
fungi and orchids. In that presentation, Dr. 
Zettler took a fairly scientific topic, and made it 
approachable and fascinating for all of us 
(remember the pizza and the hamburgers?). 

 
This month, Dr. Zettler’s topic is “Chasing the 

Scent of a Ghost (and other tales from the 
swamps of South Florida)”. During his 
presentation, Dr. Zettler will present research 
conducted during a four year span in South 
Florida's Panther National Wildlife Reserve. Dr. 
Zettler’s presentation on Mycrorrhizal fungi was 
incredibly interesting, and we expect the same 
this month. 

 
Our workshop this month will be conducted by 

our very own Lois Cinert. Lois will talk about 
navigating the IOS’ website. And, if time allows, 
will discuss other interesting orchid related sites. 

 
So, for those of you that survived the 

overindulgence of goodies over the holiday 
season, I look forward to seeing you on Sunday, 
January 10th. 
 

 
-Loren 

 

Membership Memorandum  
   Dave Tribble, Acting Membership Chair 

 
Thanks to all who renewed their memberships 

at the Christmas Party (all 42 of you!). This is 
not only a big money saver for the Society (two 
separate mailings eliminated; 3 envelopes saved, 
no telling how many trees saved??), it is also a 
big time saver for yours truly.  So….both I and 
George Titterton, your new Membership Chair, 
thank you. 

 
Please look for the following new members at 

the January 10th Meeting: 

 
Judy Bounds – Huntley, IL 
(Dr.) Paul Katz – Northfield 
Joshua Skidmore – Chicago 
 
The mailing of all renewal forms has gone out. 

We would appreciate prompt action on your part 
if you still need to renew. 

 
 -Dave 
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Away Shows - Orchid Growers Guild, Madison, Wisconsin 
Anne Kotowski, Away Show Chair 

The Orchid Growers Guild show in Madison  
is Feb. 6th and 7th, with setup on Feb. 5th. I will 
pick up plants  at Sue Golan’s on Friday, noonish 
(last stop on the way to Madison), so have your 
orchids bug-free and staked and ready for 
ribbons. Since it’s early February, the weather 
will probably be cold, so cover your boxes with 
plastic (garbage or garment bags work great). If 
anyone is considering going to see the show, I 
always need help with tear down at 4:00pm 
Sunday. It a great time to get bargains. If you 
have any questions call (630) 833-8042 or email 
phrag207@earthlink.net.  

 
-Anne

Drop-Offs 
 
Anne Kotowski 
714 S. Villa 
Villa Park, IL. 60181 
 
Lois Cinert 
595 Sharon Way, Bolingbrook 
(630) 739-1068 
 
Sue Golan 
599 W. Old Mill Rd., Lake Forest 
(847) 234-6311 
 
Sandy Fuller  
352 W. Cheryl Lane, Palatine 
(847) 991-5434  

Paph. White Queen 
Grower:  Joel Edwards 

 

Monthly Judging - Well Begun is Half  Done 
Lois Cinert, Ribbon Judging 

While the rest of the world is ending its year, 
and starting another, we are just half-way 
through our contest year.  We still have lots of 
time to earn points – 4 monthly meetings, 3 away 
shows, and our own home Spring Show.  Lots of 
us, including me, have yet to have a plant 
blooming in time for a meeting or show.  The 
few I have had have missed their opportunity to 
show off to everyone.  I’m hoping that will 

change in the New Year, and I’m hoping that if 
you haven’t brought a blooming plant in yet, that 
you, too will have the chance. 

 
Let’s take a hint from the rest of the world.  

It’s time to make a start.  We still have half of 
our growing and blooming season left.  It’s half 
full, let’s fill it up completely.  Bring your 
blooming plants to our monthly meetings, and 

Paph. sukhakulii 
Grower:  Rose Matchen 
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send them to our away shows.  Let’s show how 
proud we are of our accomplishments. 

 
By the way, keep them warm when you 

transport them with the hand-warmer packets, 
available at most home centers, and many 
grocery stores.  One will keep your covered box 
warm for many hours. 

 
-Lois 
 
 

Point Standing: 
 
Greenhouse  
Dixler, J & R 1,163 
Golan, Sue 1,075 
Lubin, Barry 780 
Matchen, Rose 255 
Spatzek, James 5 
  
Lights/Windowsill/Apts  
Becker, Jeanne 16 
Bloome, Cathy 305 
Castillo, Karen 24 
Criscuola, Margo 11 
Dangoria, Phyllis 10 
Edwards, Joel 862 
Engle Beth 140 

Fuller, Sandy 80 
Goodman, Joan 21 
Hall, Julie 90 
High, C & J 535 
Johnson, Carolyn 19 
Jost, Peter 11 
Kotowski, Anne 16 
Lentini, Victor 330 
Luce, Rebecca 95 
Maloney, Sherry 811 
Manuel, Alex 93 
Millman, Morrie 5 
Papiewski, Claire 40 
Pollock, Loren 35 
Powell, Ellen 55 
Puvalowski, Anne 130 
Rambow, Jo Ann 21 
Schordje, Jean 15 
Schordje, Leo 11 
Seidel, Jerry 288 
Stastny, Jane 11 
Strong, Lin 1 
Titterton, George 165 
Torres, Luis 170 
Tribble, Allison 446 
Tropp, Bob 31 
Vrabel, Ken 160 

Aerangis biloba 
Growers:  C & J High 

Plant of the Month - Special Cultural Award 
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AOS Judging Results - Awards at Regional Shows 
Jim Spatzek – Chairman, Chicago Judging Center, American Orchid Society, Inc. 
 

The 2009 Joseph W. Koss  
Memorial Award 
  

This award was established and funded by a 
vote of the Illinois Orchid Society Board of 
Directors in 1992 to honor the memory of Joe 
Koss, past president of the IOS, ardent advocate 
for the creation of the Chicago Judging Center, 
and its first chairman.  The award, an engraved 
piece of fine crystal, is presented to the owner of 
the highest pointed orchid plant awarded at the 
Chicago Judging Center or either of the two 
annual IOS Shows in any given year. 

  
We are pleased to announce the 2009 winners 

are:   Charles & Jane High - fine growers, 
members of the IOS and regular exhibitors at our 
shows and meetings.   A CCM (Certificate of 
Cultural Merit) 87 pts. was given to them on  
May 9, 2009 for their plant of Promenea 
Meadow Gold 'Amore Mother Aery' . The award 
description read: "Forty-three flowers and 26 

buds on 47 pendant inflorescences uniformly 
presented around the base and in the crown of a 
very clean 30cm by 16 cm plant; sepals and 
petals spotted red-mahogany basally, lip heavily 
barred red-mahogany centrally, side lobes finely 
spotted red-mahogany; substance firm, texture 
matte".  Sure sounds like a plant I'd love to own.  
Wouldn't you? 

 
Congratulations to the Highs on this 

achievement and their award.  Their award will 
be presented as soon as engraved. 

 
 
 

The 2008 AOS National Awards 
  
We are very pleased that two awards presented 

in the Chicago Judging Region were recognized 
nationally by the American Orchid Society at the 
Fall 2009 meeting in California. Here the plants 
and proud owner information: 

Den. Andrew Rinke HCC/AOS 
Growers:  Joe & Rosalie Dixler 

Plant of the Month - Greenhouse 
presented by Sherry Maloney 

Paph. spicerianum ' St. Albans' 
Grower:  Cathy Bloome 

Plant of the Month - Under Lights 
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Roy T. Fukumura Award  ....to Jerry Fisher 
and Orchids Ltd. of Minnesota for:  Neofinetia 
falcata  v. Shutenno 'High Five' AM/84 & 
CCM/88 

  
Benjamin C. Berliner Award....to Natt's 

Orchids for: Lycaste Always 'Melissa 
Inboriboon' AM/84 

  
Congratulations to both growers on this 

tremendous accomplishment.  See what you can 
do by showing your orchids for AOS judging? 

  
Join us on the second Saturday of each month 

(normally) at the Chicago Botanic Garden at 
1:00pm if you'd like to observe judging or better 
yet if you have a plant you'd like to have judged. 
The only way to get an American Orchid Society 
Award or for that matter the Koss Award is to 
enter your plants at regular judgings or send then 
for the IOS exhibit at the various shows 
throughout the year. 

 
-Jim 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Benjamin C. Berliner Award 

Lycaste Always 'Melissa Inboriboon' 
Grower:  Natt's Orchids 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph W. Koss Memorial Award 
Promenea Meadow Gold  

'Amore Mother Aery' 
Growers:  C & J High 

Roy T. Fukumura Award 
Neofinetia falcata v. Shutenno 'High Five' 
Grower:  Jerry Fisher, Orchids Limited 
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IOS Financial Fun 
By Rebecca Luce, Treasurer 
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I found this quote humorous because often on 
our cold, grey Chicago days, I could curl up and 
sleep the day away quite easily! I’ve taken to 
exercising more in an effort to have more energy 
during this winter – strange how exercise will 
have that effect, but it does work! It also helps to 
work off the holiday ham, mashed potatoes, pies, 
cookies, and cakes… 

 
Speaking of food, I thoroughly enjoyed the IOS 

Holiday party at Hausermanns, and I hope all of 
you did as well. The dishes that were brought to 
share were spectacular as always, as well as the 
fun and interesting talk given about oncidiums.  

 
Enough about food, and on to financial matters. 

All invoices and bills for 2009 have been paid, so 
we are clear for the remainder of the year. We 
recently received the invoice for the ’09 Fall show 
hospitality which was lower than anticipated at 
$599.47, so that is a positive note (we had been 
projecting the cost to be $700-$800). I also 
recently placed an order for more checks, so this 
new set should last us (hopefully) through the end 
of 2010 if not longer. 

 
After checking our bank balances, here is where 

we stand as of 12/29/09: 
 
Regular checking            $13,327.75 
Money Market Savings   $23,656.34 
Total                               $36,984.09 
 
In regards to income sources, there are a few 

that are worth mentioning. For our participation in 
the October Jewel Shop and Share, we received a 
check for $47.29, which is fantastic. It is not as 
high as our previous Shop and Share in July 
which was roughly $77, but good nonetheless. I 

will be reaching out to Jewel to reinstate our Shop 
and Share days for 2010.  

 
We also received our check from 

GoodSearch.com for $11.91. Please keep using 
GoodSearch.com, as this is free money! The IOS 
received a penny for every search that is done 
through this website. It is easiest to make 
www.goodsearch.com your browser homepage, 
and that way you don’t need to think about it, it’s 
already there! 

 
I would like to thank all the members who 

renewed their memberships at the holiday party as 
well. Dave Tribble let you know exactly how 
many members renewed, but just from the party 
alone, $2,558 was taken in from new members 
and renewals. There were also a few members 
who were generous enough to purchase gold and 
silver memberships, and these extra funds are 
greatly appreciated and help the society to pay for 
recurring expenses like meeting coffee, bringing 
in speakers for the meetings and miscellaneous 
expenses like postage and printer cartridges. Your 
support is vital and much appreciated! 

 
I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas, a 

Happy Chanukah (Hanukkah), and a fantastic 
New Year!  

  
-Becky 
 
 

 
Lc. Jerry Becker 

Grower:  Jeanne Becker 
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Voices from the Past -  Long-Lasting Flowers I Have Known, Or Persistence Pays 
By Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor 

 
 
 

 

Thank heavens for diversity or we'd all be 
growing the same things. Sometimes when the 
Paph  gang gets together, it seems as though we 
all ARE growing the same things. 

 
But even some of those dyed-in-the-wool Paph 

rats are expanding their horizons. One who 
spouts Latin names in these very pages has been 
seen purchasing Cattleyas lately at the local 
vendors. Another secretly grows Odonts among 
his Phrags. 

 
Personally, I grow everything - or try to. Once 

I've bloomed it, I often sell it and go on to newer 
things. However, there are a few plants I can 
never sell because their flowers are so 
wonderfully long lasting. 

 
Certainly, many paphs fall in this category. A 

chamberlainianum or glaucophyllum will drop 
its flower and pop open another bud for months 
on end. My Paph fairieanum could go to monthly 
judging over and over if it were allowed and 
some of those big "toads" have to be dusted from 
time to time when they sit on the coffee table. 

 
In January, we will be hearing about one of the 

longest lasting flowers in orchidom, Dendrobium 
cuthbertsonii. If you have a cool spot and can 
keep the plant moist, the tiny plant will produce 
large flowers that have been known to hang 
around long enough to be in the fall and spring 
shows.  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dendrobium atrovidaceum is warmer growing, 
only about a foot tall, and has gorgeous exotic 
flowers that persist for months. 

 
There must be something about Dendrobiums 

or their pollinators that make for long-lasting 
flowers. Maybe those little critters have to fight 
the Himalayan headwinds or struggle through 
clouds of Elephant dust. Anyway, Dendrobium 
secundum, bractcosum, stratiotes and 
strebloceras also have persistent flowers that will 
delight you for months. 

 
Cymbidiums, if you can bloom them and have 

room for them, are delightfully long-lasting and 
the miniatures usually don't require the cool 
environment that the larger ones often do.   

 
Zygostates grandiflora is another small 

intermediate growing gem with scads of green 
and white flowers that go on and on and on. 

 
Try an Ascocenda if you want bright colored 

flowers which will stick around for a long time. 
 
Finally, Phalaenopsis can give almost year-

round pleasure.  Eventually you should cut off 
the flowering spike so the poor things don't 
bloom themselves to death. 

 
So with all these wonderfully 'persistent' plants 

available, why would anyone want to grow 
some- thing with a short-lived flower like a 
Stanhopea?  Could it be fragrance? More on that 
later! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Periodically, we will bring you items from past IOS Newsletters. Our forefathers, God bless em, left us with much astute and 
sage advice. The item below is reprinted from the Illinois Orchid society Newsletter V42, No 12 (December, 1993). The author 
is unknown.  
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Officers and Board Members 
 
Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30): 
President  Luis Torres 847-303-6838     (mrltorres@hotmail.com) 
1st Vice President (Meetings/speakers) Loren Pollock 847-219-0718     (b_rand@yahoo.com) 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Jeanne Becker 847-945-0107     (beckerjeanne@hotmail.com) 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042     (phrag207@earthlink.net) 
Secretary (Recorder) Anne Puvalowski 224-699-9021    (apuvalow@hotmail.com) 
Asst. Secretary (Newsletter Editor) Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Rebecca Luce                             (rebeccaluce23@hotmail.com) 
Asst. Treasurer  (Membership/ Dues) Allison Tribble 773-728-4874     (allisont@rcn.com) 
Immediate Past President  Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     (brlubin@sbcglobal.net) 

 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Claire Papiewski 2010 847-622-8664     (dreflap@yahoo.com) 
Lois Cinert 2010 630-739-1068     (geolocin@earthlink.net) 
Victor Lentini 2011 773-763-6363     (f1orchid@aol.com) 
Beth Engle 2011 815-886-4953     (hortpotter@att.net) 

Bob Tropp   2012  874-676-2495    (jackietropp@comcast.net) 

George Titterton 2012  773-989-9044    (getinteriors@juno.com) 

Joe Dixler  2013 847-432-7708     (jmd@dixler.net) 

Joan Goodman 2013 847-470-0469     (joangoodman2002@yahoo.com) 
 

 
 

IOS Affiliations 

Orchid Conservation Coalition 
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org 
 

 
 
 

Orchid Digest 
http://www.orchiddigest.com

American Orchid Society 
http://www.aos.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


