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IOS Meetings  and  Show  Dates 
February 14 – Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic 
Garden.  Speaker: Tom Mirenda, Museum Specialist, 
Orchid Collection, Smithsonian Institution.  Topic is  
“The Mysteries of Orchid Pollination”.   
Luis Torres will present a workshop on the 
formulation and benefits of the new bark mix.  
Schedule:   11:45  Mentors Meeting 
                    12:30 Have plants ready for  judging.  

Workshop. 
                     1:00   Business meeting  
                     1:15   Speaker 
 
February 28  – Board of Directors Meeting , 
Chicago Botanic Garden, 9:30-11:30 AM.  All IOS 
members are welcome to attend. 
 
March 20 - 21 – IOS Spring Show , Chicago Botanic 
Garden. 
 
April 11  – Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic 
Garden.  Speaker: James Rose, Cal Orchids. 
 
May 16 – Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic 
Garden.  Speaker: Tom Harper of Stones River 
Orchids. 
 
June 13 – Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic 
Garden.  Speaker: Mario Ferrusi of Marsh Hollow 
Orchids 

 

Orchid Events 
February 6 - 7  – Orchid Growers Guild Show , 
Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI, 
http://www.orchidguild.org/orchidquest.html 
 
February 13 – Orchid judging , Chicago Judging 
Center of the American Orchid Society, Chicago 
Botanic Garden, Auditorium at 1:00 PM. Open to the 
public. 
 
February 20 - 21  – Batavia Orchid Society Show , 
Dupage County Fairgrounds 
http://www.bataviaorchidsociety.org/2009%20ORCHI
D%20SHOW.htm 
 
March 13 - 14  – Northeastern Wisconsin Orchid 
Society Show , Neenah, WI.  
http://www.newisos.org/SpringOrchidShow.htm 

President’s Message 
Luis Torres, President 

I have a confession to make.  I recently 
purchased a white Phalaenopsis. Not a rare 
species Phalaenopsis; no, a hybrid white 
Phalaenopsis.  Perhaps worse still it was a seed 
grown plant, not even a meristem clone of an 
awarded plant.  I picked it out while visiting with 
Chuck Acker over at Orchid Garden Centre and 
Nursery (which I highly recommend). 
Admittedly, it had eye catching large flowers, 
but it was, nonetheless, a white Phalaenopsis.  So 
what’s the big deal I hear you asking?  The truth 
is I thought I was above buying a white 
Phalaenopsis.  After all that’s what “beginners” 
buy, right? These days I consider myself an 
advanced, maybe even sophisticated, grower 
with an emphasis on Paphiopedilums and 
Phragmipediums.  Looks like I was wrong about 
myself and a good thing too.  Let me explain.   

 
Our board meeting in January again focused 

on various aspects of IOS membership.  At our 
members meeting on January 10th I had the 
pleasure of introducing George Titterton to you 
as our new Membership Director.  In the board 
meeting earlier that morning, George dove into 
his new responsibilities and pointed out the need 
to better connect with, and cater to, all our 
members, particularly our new and recent 
members.  Yes, those members who, perhaps,  
only own a white Phalaenopsis.  Of course, he’s 
right.  Membership is going to be in good hands 
with George! It doesn’t matter if you’re brand 
new to the IOS or have been an active member 
for the last 25 years.  The IOS really is the sum 
of its members, the young, the old, the newbie 
and the statesman.  The new member, in 
particular, ought to be of special interest to us all 
because of the potential they represent.  New 
ideas, fresh perspectives, vibrant energy and of 
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course our continued longevity as an orchid 
society, all these and more are embodied in the 
new member.  With that in mind, let’s all make 
an effort to connect with our new and recent 
members.  My ambition for the IOS is that we be 
recognized as an inviting, even embracing group 
where new members are always welcomed as 
well as old friends. 

 
As for me, I love my white Phalaenopsis 

which now serves to remind me never to forget 
or be distant to those new to the hobby and the 
IOS.  After all, isn’t a white Phalaenopsis how 
we all got started?   

 
-Luis 
 

Special Request from the President: 
 
We’re looking for a team of volunteers from 

our members to staff an IOS information table at 
this year’s Chicago Flower & Garden Show at 
Navy Pier downtown.  The Chicago Botanic 
Garden has a shop area allocated for the show 
within which a table is being made available to 
the IOS for the purpose of promoting our society 
and recruiting new members.  Under the 
umbrella of the Chicago Botanic Garden those 
wishing to volunteer are exempt from paying the 
entrance fee for the show, just $15 parking for 
the event.  The tentative date for the IOS 
promotion day is Saturday 6th March.  Please 
contact George Titterton (773-989-9044,    
(getinteriors@juno.com) to volunteer. I 
anticipate it will be a fun day out. 

 
 

View From the Speaker’s Chair 
   Loren Pollock, Speaker Chair

Our upcoming meeting will be held on Saint 
Valentine’s Day, Sunday, February 14th. Our 
speaker this month is none other than Tom 
Mirenda. Tom is the orchid collection specialist 
at the Smithsonian Institute, in Fairfax, Virginia, 
and regular contributor to the American Orchid 
Society’s Orchid magazine. Here is Tom’s Bio: 

Trained as a Marine Biologist, Tom has been 
an orchid addict since his childhood. Tom is 
presently the Orchid Collection Specialist at the 
Smithsonian Institution where he cares for a 
huge collection of orchid species and hybrids, 
and produces a four month long orchid exhibit 
each year and supplies information about orchid 
cultivation, ecology and conservations to the 

Paph. delenatii 
Grower:  Luis Torres 

George Titterton (right) blows out his birthday 
candles on the cake held by Becky Luce, while 

Heddy Schellbach sings along. 
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public year round. His mission in life is trying to 
bring the horticultural, scientific and 
conservation community’s closer together. He 
has been writing two popular monthly columns in 
Orchids magazine ‘The Orchid Check-list’ and 
the ‘Genus of the Month’ for the last four years. 

 
In the spirit of this ‘amorous’ holiday, Tom’s 

topic of discussion will be “The Mysteries of 
Orchid Pollination”. So, of course you will not 
want to miss it! 

 
As usual, our Mentor’s (newcomers) Meeting 

will begin at 11:45. This is an opportunity for all 
our members to ask questions of our more 
experienced growers. 

 
Then, onto our workshop, which will begin at 

12:30pm. Here, Luis (our illustrious president) 
will talk about potting media options, 
highlighting the society’s new potting mix. 

 
A short business meeting will follow the 

workshop, and then onto our featured speaker’s 
presentation. 

 

 
 

For those of you that were unable to attend last 
month’s meeting, Dr. Lawrence Zettler gave 
another wonderfully interesting and informative 
presentation to the group - this time, on his 
team’s conservation research in South Florida's 
Panther National Wildlife Reserve. One of the 
highlights was seeing a video of Polyrrhiza 
lindenii being pollinated by the Giant Sphinx 
Moth. For those of you that would like to see 
that video again, you can find it on YouTube at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ca--GgEe2Zg. 

 
Many thanks to Lois for her excellent tour of 

the IOS’ website. I did not realize how much 
information we disseminate on our site! 

 
 

 
Lois Cinert discusses How to  

Navigate the IOS Website 
 

And last, but by no means least, I must express 
my deepest gratitude to our loyal IOS supporter 
and webmaster Tom Franczak. What an 
incredible website he has assembled (and 
maintains!). We have one of the finest orchid 
society websites out on the web today, and it 
would not be possible without him. 

 
See you all on Valentine’s Day!! 
 
-Loren 
 
 

 

 
 

Dr. Lawrence Zettler (left) receives a   
"Thank You" handshake from IOS  

President, Luis Torres 
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Spring Show - Cascades of Orchids 
Jeanne Becker, Home Show Chair 

Our Spring Show on March 20th and 21st will 
be here before we know it.  We are hoping to 
have approximately 20 vendors and 40 exhibits 
so we are expecting a great show.  If you are 
interested in doing your own exhibit please fill 
out the exhibit reservation form that appears on 
the IOS website and send it to me via email to 
beckerjeanne@hotmail.com or by regular mail 
(901 Sunset Court, Deerfield, IL  60015). 

 
There will be an IOS display as always, so 

please feel free to bring your plants to help our 
display be the biggest and best in the show.  
Please be sure to prepare your plants by staking 
the flowers, making sure the leaves are clean and 
plants are bug free, and putting your name on the 
pots.  Plants can be dropped off during the 
registration hours on Thursday and Friday.  The 
schedule for the show appears below. 

Please be sure to check your schedule to find 
out when you could spare some time to help at 
the show.  This is our big show of the year and 
we need lots of help to have a successful show.  
Sign up on the website or email Jeanne at 
beckerjeanne@hotmail.com to let us know how 
you can help out.  

 
Don’t forget to bring your extra plants to sell 

so you can make room for those plants you know 
you will be buying at the show.  Just bring your 
plants to the Members’ Plant Sale Table on 
Thursday, Friday or on Saturday before the show 
opens. 

 
Thanks in advance for your help.  We can’t do 

our shows without you! 
 
-Jeanne 

 
Thursday, March 18  
  Show setup 3:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
  Registration 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
  
Friday, March 19  
  Show setup                                           11:00 am to 9:00 pm 
  Registration 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
  
Saturday, March 20  
  Judge & Clerk Breakfast & Briefing      6:30 am 
  Show Judging                                        7:00 am 
  AOS Judging                                         10:00 am 
  Show & Sale open to the public            10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
  Judges Lunch 11:30 am 
  
Sunday, March 21  
  Special opening for Photography           9:00 am to 10:00 am 
  Show open to the public                       10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
  Show Teardown                                    5:00 pm 

  
 
 

Away Shows - Batavia Orchid Society Show 
Anne Kotowski, Away Show Chair 

The Madison show will be just about ready to 
roll as you receive this newsletter (Feb. 6th and 
7th), so you may still have time to send some 

plants.  I will pick up at Sue Golan’s Friday, Feb. 
5th, noonish, so have your orchids bug-free and 
staked and ready for ribbons. Since it’s early 
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February, the weather will probably be cold, so 
cover your boxes with plastic (garbage or 
garment bags work great). If anyone is 
considering going to see the show, I always need 
help with tear down at 4:00pm Sunday. It is a 
great time to get bargains.   It is always a great 
show. I will report back about how we did in 
next month's column.  

 
The next show is Batavia, Feb. 19th and 20th at 

the Du Page County Fairgrounds, 2015 
Manchester Rd. Wheaton, IL. Show set up is 12 
Noon - 9:00 PM Friday, Feb. 18th. You can drop 
off at the usual spots or bring your plants to the 
show yourself. I will be picking up from Sue’s 
on Thursday night. If you are bringing plants 
yourself, let me know you’re coming.  I just 
don’t want to wait until 9:00pm on Friday if no 
one is coming.  

 
DON’T FORGET -  AWAY SHOW 

AWARDS ARE 4X THE POINTS AND 100 
POINTS FOR A BEST OF CLASS OR 
SPECIAL AWARD!   

 
If you can’t be at the Batavia show on Sunday 

for teardown, we can make arrangements for 

pickup. I will return plants to Sue’s on Sunday 
night.   

 
If you have any questions call (630) 833-8042 

or email phrag207@earthlink.net.  
 
-Anne 
 
 
 
Drop-Offs 
 
Anne Kotowski 
714 S. Villa 
Villa Park, IL. 60181 
 
Lois Cinert 
595 Sharon Way, Bolingbrook 
(630) 739-1068 
 
Sue Golan 
599 W. Old Mill Rd., Lake Forest 
(847) 234-6311 
 
Sandy Fuller  
352 W. Cheryl Lane, Palatine 
(847) 991-5434  

 

Monthly Judging - Totally Unreasonable 
Lois Cinert, Ribbon Judging

Don’t you think that it is totally nuts that at the 
very time of year when our orchids are going 
crazy blooming and showing off for us, it is cold, 
and frigid and windy and unfit for humans, let 
alone orchids? 

 
Of course, this like much of life is unfair.  And 

because we are proud of our orchids and our 
success in growing them, we bring them out into 
the cold world anyway.  This month we will have 
lots of opportunities to gloat over our prized 
babies at two away shows, and our monthly 
meeting.  The Orchid Growers Guild show in 
Madison is February 6 & 7, and the Batavia 
Orchid Society show is two weeks later, February 
20 & 21, and our meeting is on the perfect day for 
us to show our love for our plants, on Valentine’s 
Day.  Remember, you get extra points for sending 
your blooming plants to away shows.  They add 

up quickly!  And if you have a long-lasting 
flower, like Phalaenopsis or Paphiopedilum,  you 
can show it multiple times, and rake in the points. 

 
On a frosty morning last month, we brought 72 

beautiful blooming plants to our meeting.  They 
were wonderful:  colorful, fragrant, and showing 
all the great variety of types our members grow. 
Joe Dixler brought Plant of the Month - 
Greenhouse, Lycaste mesochlaena. Jerry Sidel 
brought Paph.  venustum ‘Bloomin’Fool’ 
HCC/AOS for his Plant of the Month - Lights 
award.  That plant was also granted its AOS 
award the day before, Jerry’s second AOS award 
this year.  You can do it, too!  Send your plants to 
the away shows, and be proud of them.  

 
-Lois
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Plant of the Month - Greenhouse 

Lycaste mesochlaena 
Growers:  Joe & Rosalie Dixler 

Presented by Joel Edwards 
 

 
Plant of the Month - Lights 

Paph. venustum 'Bloomin' Fool' HCC/AOS 
Grower:  Jerry Seidel Presented by Anne 

Kotowski 
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So many plants were brought to the January 
meeting, the display was amazing.  Just a few 

are featured over the next 3 pages: 
 

 
Maxillaria schunkeana 

Grower:  Lin Hui Strong 
 

 
Dendrochilum wenzelii 

Growers:  Chuck & Jane High 
 

 
Oncidium ornithorhycum 

Grower:  Ken Vrabel 

 
Phal. Mini Mark 'Holm' 

Grower:  Julie Hall 
 

 
Dendrobium epidendropsis 

Grower:  Joel Edwards 
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Maxillaria huancabambae 
Grower:  Loren Pollock 

 

 
Brassavola Little Star 'Yasuji Takasaki' 

Grower:  Rose Matchen 
 

 
Dendrobium hybrid 

Grower:  Ellen Powell 
 
 
 

 
Oncidium Twinkle 'White Caps' 

Grower:  Allison Tribble 
 
 

 
Sophronitis cernua 
Grower:  Sue Golan 

 
 

 
Ctaara. Krull-Smith 'Riverbend' 

Grower:  Anne Puvalowski 
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Paph. Pebble Beach 

Growers:  Bob & Helen Younghale 
 
 

 
Phrag. Alfredo Manrique 'Stonegate' AM/AOS 

Growers:  Joe & Rosalie Dixler 
 

 
Paph. Battle of Egypt 
Grower:  Bob Tropp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor's Note:   
 

If you haven't seen the segment from WGN TV about their visit to Orchids by Hausermann, be sure 
to check it out here (copy link and paste into your browser address window): 

  
http://www.wgntv.com/videobeta/watch/?watch=96330e83-dad8-4883-b3b8-45793caaab98&src=front 
 
It features a visit to the home of our very own Joel Edwards (who will be available for autographs 

at the next meeting) and a nice plug for IOS!   
 
Thank you, Joel! 
 
-Barry 
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AOS Judging Results - Awards at Regional Shows 
Jim Spatzek – Chairman, Chicago Judging Center, American Orchid Society, Inc. 
 
We traveled to the northland the weekend of 

January 23 & 24 to judge the Winter Carnival at 
the Como Conservatory in St. Paul, MN.  The 
conservatory is a spectacular facility and the 
gardens have a great orchid collection of truly 
spectacular specimen plants.  The roads were 
clear and the temps in the high 30's on the way 
up.  Friday night was freezing rain with pouring 
rain on Saturday, but it didn't seem to reduce the 
crowds.  There were 5 AOS awards granted at 
the show.  They were: 

  
Laelia moyobambae 'Greg Mc Neely', HCC/79 

pts. & CCE/92 pts. owned by the Como 
Conservatory 

 
Phragmipedium Beauport 'Inferno' AM/83 pts. 

& CCM/88 pts. owned by Orchids Ltd, 
Plymouth, MN 

 

Phalaenopsis schilleriana var. purpurea, 
HCC/76 pts. owned also by Orchids Ltd. 

  
The AOS Show Trophy was won by the 

Eastern Iowa Orchid Society for a truly 
spectacularly composed exhibit.  There were 
over 39 exhibits in the show including artwork 
and photography.  Orchids Ltd. had some of the 
finest new Phrag. kovachii crosses in their 
exhibit.  If you haven't seen it, the last two issues 
of  Orchids from the AOS had two great articles 
on Phrags by Jerry Fisher of Orchids Ltd.  Ask 
someone to borrow their copy if you like 
Phrags.  Or, join the American Orchid Society; 
it's worth the investment just to get the monthly 
magazine. 

 
-Jim 

 

IOS Financial Fun 
By Rebecca Luce, Treasurer
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After looking for some positive, uplifting quote 
about sunny days and finding nothing remotely 
interesting, I settled on this quote because I think 
it is so true. I think during these trying times in 
our economy, a sense of humor is the one thing 
that can help us all find a bit of sanity in our daily 
lives. And I say “trying times” not only in 
reference to the economy, but also to Chicago 
specifically and our lack of sunshine!  January 
through March tend to be gloomy, sunless months 
– but a sense of humor can help alleviate the 
gloom, as well as tending to our orchids as they 
begin to sense the days getting longer and are 
gearing up for a great growing season ahead. That 
makes me smile, and I hope it makes you happy 
too. 

After checking our bank balances, here is where 
we stand as of 12/29/09: 

 
Regular checking:    $13,892.68 
Money Market Savings:   $23,661.36 
Total:     $37,554.04 
 
A couple interesting financial tidbits since the 

January 2010 newsletter include: 
 
We have received payment from an additional 

vendor for the Spring 2010 show who I 
understand will be selling ceramic orchid-related 
gift items. Thank you for being part of our show! 

 
$126.00 was made for member plant sales at the 

January 2010 meeting – thanks to all who donated 
plants to be sold for the IOS and also to those 
individuals who fostered the Whole Foods 
Phalaenopsis plants – all phals were sold! 
Excellent! 

 
Thanks again to all who have renewed their 

memberships to the IOS – we’ve had great 
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response from our membership base and greatly 
appreciate your commitment to the society. For 
those of you that have not yet renewed, please do 
take a moment to do so – George Titterton is 
surely standing by to help you. 

 
As I mentioned at the January meeting, Jewel 

has decided to end the Shop and Share program, 
however, they did indicate that hopefully a similar 
new program will be initiated in the coming 
months. I have been told to call Jewel at the end 
of February to hear if there have been any 

developments on this front and will let you know 
what I learn. 

 
That’s all for now – please keep using 

www.goodsearch.com!  Free money is a great 
thing for the society �  

  
-Becky 
 
 
 

  

Voices from the Past -  A Novice Idea….Spikes & Roots 
By Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor 

 
 
 

 

'Tis the season for the winter blooming orchids 
to begin 'throwing their spikes'. The novice 
grower, who may not have witnessed the 
initiation of a spike, may confuse a newly 
generated root with a spike. How can you tell? 
First, know your plant and from where the spikes 
and roots grow. Some plants will throw a spike 
from between the leaves (monopodial), others 
from the top of the pseudobulb (sympodial)  and 
still others from the base of the plant near the 
roots. 

 
Phals are one that can fool the beginner. The 

spikes will emerge from the base of the plant 
near the root system. Roots will generally appear 
soon after a new leaf has emerged. Roots will 
initially be apple green in color and have a 
rounded tip. The new root will quickly develop a 
grayish outer coating called velamen. This 
protective coating helps to retain moisture from 
the air and adds strength to the root as it grasps 
its surroundings for stability. Roots will 
generally grow outwards first, pushing away 
from the plant. 

  
Phal spikes will emerge very near to the lowest 

or oldest leaf. A matured plant may throw more 
than one spike or may throw a spike between 

some of the larger leaves. A spike will usually be 
a slightly darker green color than a root and may 
have a reddish tinge to the lip. The tip of a spike 
will be more pointed than a root. It will also take 
an upward growth swing as it reaches for the 
light. Soon you will see the distinguishing 
characteristic of a spike - the development of the 
nodes. A young node will have a ridge that takes 
on a chevron-like appearance. These ridges will 
eventually develop a small meristematic bud that 
is covered with a pointed leaf-like jacket called a 
bract. Tiny flower buds will also develop from 
the tip of the spike. Be cautious to keep your 
pots always facing the same direction. If you 
continuously turn your pots, your spike will turn 
and bend as the tip reaches for the light. Keep the 
pot stationary and you will enjoy a graceful arch 
to the spike when it is heavy with blooms.  

 
Happy Growing! 
 
-Nancy Jean Schoo 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Periodically, we will bring you items from past IOS Newsletters. Our forefathers, God bless em, left us with much astute and 
sage advice. The item below is reprinted from the Illinois Orchid Society Newsletter V46, No12 (Dec, 1997). The author is: 
Nancy Jean Schoo.  
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Officers and Board Members 
 
Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30): 
President  Luis Torres 847-303-6838    mrltorres@hotmail.com 
1st Vice President (Meetings/speakers) Loren Pollock 847-219-0718    b_rand@yahoo.com 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Jeanne Becker 847-945-0107     beckerjeanne@hotmail.com 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042     phrag207@earthlink.net 
Secretary (Recorder) Anne Puvalowski 224-699-9021    apuvalow@hotmail.com 
Asst. Secretary (Newsletter Editor) Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     brlubin@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Rebecca Luce  847-756-0663    rebeccaluce23@hotmail.com              
Asst. Treasurer  (Membership/ Dues) George Titterton 773-989-9044    getinteriors@juno.com 
Immediate Past President  Barry Lubin 847-432-6005     brlubin@sbcglobal.net 

 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Claire Papiewski 2010 847-622-8664     dreflap@yahoo.com 
Lois Cinert 2010 630-739-1068     geolocin@earthlink.net 
Victor Lentini 2011 773-763-6363     f1orchid@aol.com 
Beth Engle 2011 815-886-4953     hortpotter@att.net 

Bob Tropp   2012  874-676-2495    jackietropp@comcast.net 

Allison Tribble 2012  773-728-4874   allisont@rcn.com 

Joe Dixler  2013 847-432-7708     jmd@dixler.net 

Joan Goodman 2013 847-470-0469     joangoodman2002@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

IOS Affiliations 

Orchid Conservation Coalition 
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org 
 

 
 
 

Orchid Digest 
http://www.orchiddigest.com

American Orchid Society 
http://www.aos.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


