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IOS Meetings and Show Dates

February 28 — Board of Directors Meeting
Chicago Botanic Garden, 9:30-11:30 AM. All I0S
members are welcome to attend.

March 20 - 21 — IOS Spring Show , Chicago Botanic

Garden.
http://www.iosoc.com/show/spring.shtml

April 11 — Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic
Garden. Speaker: James Rose, Cal Orchids.

Workshop: Rebecca Luce, Semi-Hydroponic Growing

Revisited.

May 16 — Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic
Garden. Speaker: Tom Harper of Stones River
Orchids. Workshop: Luis Torres, Using Aluminet
Shade Cloth to Construct a Structure for Over-
Summering an Orchid Collection.

June 13 — Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic
Garden. Speaker: Mario Ferrusi of Marsh Hollow
Orchids. Workshop: Lois Cinert, Plants | Haven't
Killed Yet ... Because I've Never Heard of Them.

July 11 — Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic
Garden.

President’'s Message

Orchid Events

March 6 - 14 — Chicago Flower and Garden Show
Show, Navy Pier, http://chicagoflower.com

March 13 - 14 — Northeastern Wisconsin Orchid
Society Show , Neenah, WI.
http://www.newisos.org/SpringOrchidShow.htm

March 13 - 14 — lllowa Orchid Society Show
Wallace's Garden Center, Bettendorf, 1A.
http://www.illowaorchids.org

March 20 — Orchid judging , Chicago Judging
Center of the American Orchid Society, Chicago
Botanic Garden, Fairchild Room, following ribbon

judging at the 10S Spring Show (approximately 9AM).

Open to the public.

Luis Torres, President

As this edition of the newsletter goes to press,
my thoughts turn to our spring show. Over the
years I've served with the 10S, the spring show,
indeed the fall show also, has become a
showcase for the volunteer spirit. For three days,
a veritable army of 10S volunteers pull together
to help craft one of the premier annual orchid
events in the Midwest. Energy abounds and
there are lots of helping hands. Our shows really
are a special event of which to be part.

Absolutely, | want to see another impressive
turn-out of volunteers for our March 20th and
21st spring show...... but there’s more tugging
away at me in the background. What I'm
looking for from all of you is to perpetuate the
volunteer spirit year long. | believe that in life
you get out what you put in. The more you put
in the more you get out. The IOS exists as a not-
for-profit, volunteer organization. From my
perspective, the emphasis is on volunteer. One
of my ambitions for the 10S is that it develop
into a community of orchid enthusiast
volunteers, year-round volunteers.

Lending a helping hand at one of our shows is
a start, a very good start. The fact is that as an
organization we have need of more volunteers on
a year-round basis. Hospitality needs a group of
folks to share the effort involved in laying on our
coffee service for monthly meetings hosted at the
Chicago Botanic Garden (roughly 7 times a
year). If just three or four of you could rally
together to help that would be wonderful.
Contact Loren Pollock if you're interested in
helping or catch up with him at the spring show.

Coffee not your cup of tea? We need help
staffing the member plant sales table at our
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monthly meetings. Contact Becky Luce if
you’re interested in helping.

Like to travel? Maybe helping stage our away
show displays is for you. The IOS covers the
cost of your mileage. Contact Anne Kotowski if
you’re interested in helping.

Are you a party animal and love meeting new
people? George Titterton would love to hear
from you and how you can help with
membership activities.

Perhaps you're a details person. Organizing
our spring and fall shows is a team effort and |
know Jeanne Becker would appreciate hearing
from you. As soon as we're done with the spring
show, there’s our fall show for which to get
ready!

What's that? You're a creative genius that
never quite got to write that novel? Get in touch
with Barry Lubin about helping with the monthly
newsletter. | suspect there’s much more we
could be doing with different media formats and
social networking to promote the 10S, but we
just don’'t have the team of needed volunteers in
place to make it happen.

Whatever your particular area of interest or
giftedness, I'm pretty certain the 10S has a
volunteer vacancy that will help you scratch that
itch. 1 know you're a talented bunch, if you
weren’t you wouldn’'t even be in the hobby.
Together, as a community of volunteer-minded
orchid enthusiasts we can collectively do much
more to create a rich experience for the

membership and perpetuate the success and
longevity of the 10S.

Please, consider volunteering at the spring
show and beyond.

Thanks,

-Luis

Paph. Ho Chi Minh
Grower: Luis Torres

View From the Speaker’s Chair

Loren Pollock, Speaker Chair

For those of you who shared your Valentine's
Day with the 10S, | hope you enjoyed Tom
Mirenda’s discussion of orchid pollination.
Thanks to everyone for making Tom feel
welcome — he really enjoyed the visit. If any of
you haven't been reading his articlesOnchids
magazine, consider taking the time to read
through a few. They are all very interesting,
informative, and well written. If you happened
to have pre-order plants with Woodstream

Orchids, please contact Bill Goldner
(http://woodstreamorchids.com). Tom mentioned
that Bill will work with you to get your order
shipped out.

Many thanks to Luis for introducing us to the
IOS” new orchid mix. I, too, have started
working with it. So, far so good — the mix seems
pretty open, and that little bit of added weight
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from the lava rock appears to be keeping some of bring an excellent assortment of quality plants
my top-heavy plants from wanting to tip over.

for  sale. Check  their  website at
http://calorchid.com for their current offerings.
I'll share pre-order opportunities in next month’s
newsletter.

Our workshop in April will be conducted by
none other than Becky Luce! Becky is going to
re-visit a long overdue subject on semi-hydro
growing!

Okay, that’s all | have to share at the moment.
| look forward to seeing you all at the show!

-Loren

Luis Torres introduces the new, iproved
IOS orchid potting mix

Remember, March is our Spring show, so we
will not have our normal speaker’'s program.
Please refer to Jeanne’s column in this newsletter
for presentations and demonstrations that will be
held during the show. And, if you haven't
already done so, please sign up to volunteer a
little of your time!

Pollen deceit

In April, James Rose from Cal-Orchid will be
out to visit us. James’ topic of discussion has yet
to be determined, but if you check the 10S
website over the next few weeks, I'll be sure to
have the details posted. You can expect James to

T — 'r"J"‘

Tom Mirenda discusses orchid pollination

Spring Show -Cascades of Orchids

Jeanne Becker, Home Show Chair

Well, it is almost Show time again. Our
Annual Spring Show at the Chicago Botanic
Garden is right around the corner. What a

- Orchids of Ecuador presented
representative  of Ecuagenera
Saturday at 2:00 pm.

by a
Nursery.

wonderful way to usher in spring. We will have
many beautiful exhibits, orchid vendors with a
wide variety of plants for sale, 10S plant sales

- Phalaenopsis Culture Under Lights presented
by Robert Younghale of B&H Orchids.
Sunday at 1:00 pm.

and re-potting service, and our usual raffle. . Joy Sloup of Suphattra's Clay Flowers will

demonstrate Creating orchid flowers with clay.

We have four special presentations scheduled  sunday at 2:00 pm.

in the auditorium, so plan your visit to coincide

with these presentations: Please support your society by coming out to

enjoy the show. If you have some free time

please sign up to help out. We need help from
Thursday afternoon through Sunday evening. It
is a great way to meet and get to know other
society members. You can see where we need

- How to get more flowers to last longer on your
orchids presented by Hermann Pigors of Oak
Hill Gardens. Saturday at 1:00 pm.
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help by checking the shows website If you have any questions about the Show,
www.show.iosoc.com and clickihg on the please contact me. See you at the Show!
volunteers link on the left side of the page. Or,

you can call Jeanne at 224-612-2152 or email her  -Jeanne

at beckerjeanne@hotmail.com with dates and

times when you’re available to help out.

If you have flowering orchids we could really
use them in the 10S exhibit. We would love to
have the best exhibit in the show. If you have
extra plants that you would like to sell you can
bring them to the show to be sold at the 10S
sales table. This is a great way to make space for
new orchids in your collection. We can also use
some goodies for the hospitality room.

There are many ways you can participate and
we would love to have your help. Please think
about what will fit into your schedule.
Remember we can’'t have a successful show
without you.

Phal. Everspring Prince 'Orchis’
Grower: Sherry Maloney

Away Shows -Only 2 To Go

Anne Kotowski, Away Show Chair

The Orchid Growers Guild Show in Madison
was wonderful again. The weather was nice. Sue
Golan’s Vanda Loke received the President’s
Award for the favorite Vanda and Sue’s Soph.
cernua received Judith’'s & Jan’s Favorite Laelia/
Sophronitis, showing the plant doesn’'t have to be
big to be special. Competition among exhibits
was hard, and we received a third place ribbon.
Thanks to the all contributors, Sue, Joel
Edwards, Beth Engle, Sherry Maloney, Chuck &
Jane High, Luis Torres, and Ed Gamson. Thanks
to Lois, George and Cleo for setup and teardown.

Some of thdOS Plants from the Orchid Grow
Guild Show in Madison:

Paph. Skip the Buss (above)
Grower: Joel Edwards

Maxillaria cuculata (left)
Growers: Chuck & Jane High

Photos by Lois Cinert



We will be participating in only 2 more away
shows this year - the Northeast Wisconsin
Orchid Society Show on March 13-14 (Lois is
going, we plants at the drop offs by Mar."L9
and lllowa Orchid Society Show on Mar. 26-27
(pickup Friday morning). | will probably return
plants to Sue’s on Sunday night.

| will report on the Results of the Batavia
Orchid Society Show in next month's column.

DONT FORGET - THESE ARE AWAY
SHOWS, 4X THE POINTS AND 100 POINTS
FOR A BEST OF CLASS OR SPECIAL
AWARD!

If you have any questions call (630) 833-8042
or emailphrag207 @earthlink.net

-Anne

Drop-Offs

Anne Kotowski

714 S. Villa

Villa Park, IL. 60181
(630) 833-8042
phrag207 @earthlink.net

Lois Cinert

595 Sharon Way, Bolingbrook
(630) 739-1068
george.cinert@att.net

Sue Golan

599 W. Old Mill Rd., Lake Forest
(847) 234-6311
sgolan@aol.com

Sandy Fuller

352 W. Cheryl Lane, Palatine
(847) 991-5434
sjfuller62@sbcglobal.net

Monthly Judging - | Missed It!

Lois Cinert, Ribbon Judging

| missed the meeting! Besides not getting to

hear our speaker, | missed seeing all of your

beautiful flowers. | didn't get to see a couple of
Phrag kovachii hybrids; | missed some wonderful
Cattleya species, and a flock of Phalaenopsis.
didn't see Barry’'s Kryptonite! Plant of the
Month! | hope all of you saw them, and enjoyed
seeing all the beautiful orchids.

| did manage to get the information from Anne
Kotowski, who handled the judging for me (many
thanks!). Your points are listed below, along with
the tallies from the Orchid Growers’ Guild show

Don’t miss it!

-Lois

and the Batavia Orchid Society show. Both were
wonderful, and | hope you didn't miss seeing
them. Our displays at both shows ribboned, and
our contributing members brought home lots of

ribbons, too.
Plant of the Month - Greenhouse

Phaiocalanthe Kryptonite "Blood Bath' HCC/AOS
Grower: Barry Lubin
Presented by Joel Edwards

You still have two chances to send plants to
shows — Northeast Wisconsin is March 13-14,
and our BIG Spring Show is March 20-21. Send
your plants to both! We want to show the world
what great growers we have in our society. And
you earn multiple points for your plants.
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Point Standing

Phal. hybrid Slc. Jewel Box 'Dark Waters'
Grower: Kevin O'Rourke Grower: Margo Criscuola



AOS Judging Results At Home and Away

Jim Spatzek — Chairman, Chicago Judging Center, American Orchietydaoc.

February Judging Results

Saturday, February 13th was a nice day and
we had some beautiful plants at the AOS judging
at the Chicago Botanic Garden.

Julie Hall brought her plant of Cattleya
walkeriana 'Pendentive’ FCC/AQOS for
consideration. It had four beautiful flowers on a
very well grown plant. As nice as it was it did
not receive a further award. Once a plant has an
FCC (First Class Certificate) it is very difficuth
give it a higher award. But congratulations to
Julie on a fine plant. Keep bringing those
candidates.

We did, however, have four awards at this
judging. All of them went to plants grown by

Arnie  Klehm and all of them were
Paphiopedilums. Here are the plants and the
awards:

Paph. Raisin Cain 'Starks Tavern' AM/81 pts.
Paph. Loonie Ploom 'Mullet' AM/83 pts.
Paph. Loonie Badger 'Buck'em Bucky'
HCC/77 pts.

Paph. White Chocolate 'Mocha Latter' AM/80
pts.

Congratulations to Arnie on these four awards.

Batavia Orchid Society Show

Batavia Orchid Society hosted its annual show
on February 20 & 21st at the DuPage County
Fairgrounds in Wheaton, lllinois. There were
quite a number of very nice exhibits including
the 10S exhibit. The Eastern lowa Orchid
Society won the AOS Show Trophy at this show.

Numerous plants were selected by the judges
for consideration for AOS Awards. Four were
granted after the dust cleared. They were:

Oberonia crofitana 'Sue's Surprise' CBR/AOS,
owned by Susan Reed of Madison, WI.

Holcoglossum tangii 'Silas' CHM/AOS 81 pts,
owned by Walt Crawford of Milwaukee, WI
Phalaenopsis Tung Lin's Red-Monkey
'Monkey Vision' AM/AOS 80 pts, owned by
New Vision Orchids of Yorktown, IN
Phragmipedium (wallisii x klotzscheanum)
‘Timberlane' HCC/AOS 78 pts, owned by
Marcia Whitmore of Coal Valley, IL

As you can see, the awards were spread
around the states. If you're looking for
something to do on a cold February weekend,
remember the Batavia Orchid Society Show. It's
close and worth the trip.

AOS judging at the 10S Spring Show is
coming up on March 20th. It's not too soon to
look over your potential blooming plants for the
show. The IOS always has a society exhibit for
members to bring their plants. Without your
plants, there would be no I0S display. You will
find instructions for labeling your plants and
where and when to bring them on the I0S
website, http://www.iosoc.com/show/spring.shtml.
Remember, your blooming orchid could be the
next winner of an AOS award!

Good Luck!

-Jim

Phal. Tung Lin's Red Monkey
'Monkey Vision' AM/AOS
Grower: New Vision Orchids



IOS Financial Fun

By Rebecca Luce, Treasurer

| laughed out loud when | read this quote
because it is just so true, and | think it applies
quite well to the experience I've had many times
of purchasing orchids on eBay. Often, it will
involve an appealing looking plant, some unusual
species or just a great bargain that | can't believe |
stumbled upon. Somehow, against my will, |
make up my mind that | must have said orchid
and will take extraordinary measures to ensure
that 1 am not outbid! Some think it is a
sickness...but | consider it a hunt!

As we all know, however, not all plants
purchased on the world’'s largest online auction
site are really what they seem. Some are smaller
than described, or may be damaged or contain
pests that can infest our prized collections. On the
other hand, some plants are absolutely exceptional
and one can tell that they were raised with love
and care for the plant’s well-being. All | can say
is, purchasing orchids on eBay is fun, exciting,
interesting, time consuming, and best of all,
thrilling — for those of us that enjoy the thrill of
the hunt, there is nothing better. | continue to
do it, knowing that | may encounter a few not-so-
good plants here and there, but the chance to find
excellent plants for a great price keeps me coming
back for more!

In 10S financial news, here is where our bank
balances stand as of February 19:

Regular checking $14,956.56
Money Market Savings  $23,666.06
Total $38,622.62

We had a large influx of funds from additional
members renewing their I0OS memberships, so
thank you to all who did so!

We also received an additional $8.62 from the
October Jewel Shop and Share due to Jewel
corporate receiving late slips from the stores.

At the time, the Jewel Shop and Share program
has been suspended and is in review. Jewel has
contacted me about a new program that involves
purchasing $1,000 in Jewel gift cards, and then
we would receive a 5% discount on the cards to
then sell at retail value. The 10S would be
required to purchase $1,000 in gift cards in order
to get the 5% discount. | do not recommend that
the 10S take part in this program because it would
require an outlay of $1,000 for a meager ($50)
profit. I will continue to let you know if Jewel

contacts me about other fund-raising
opportunities.
That's all for now — please keep using

www.goodsearch.com! Free money is a great

thing for the society

-Becky

Paph. Fanaticum
Grower: Jerry Seidel



Board blOS

By Allison Tribble, Contributing Editor

When Anne Puvalowski appeared at one of
our shows a couple of years ago, the I0S had
really been given a gift! Not only did she join
our society, but she already knew so much about
growing orchids and societies. In almost no
time, our Board needed to replace our Secretary
and Anne bravely stepped up to the plate. Anne
has completely mastered the responsibilities of
that job, and is a thoughtful and enthusiastic
member of the 10S B.O.D.. Boy, are we
appreciative!

Anne has been growing for about fifteen
years, since catching the “orchid fever” at a Mall
Orchid Show. She came home with a seedling
Colmanara bobcat “Wildcat”. Her success led to
building a nice collection. While her plants
represent a diversity of genera, her heart is with
the Potinara because she “loves the challenge”
and the beautiful colors. Anne grows under
windows and light stands. And, incidentally,
orchids aren’t the only things growing in Anne’s
house! She is also the Mom of two adorable
boys aged six and eight years.

While Anne is not someone to self-promote,
she has silently, secretly been adding to our
waistlines! Anne often brings in some of the
home-baked goodies for our hospitality
table...yes, she loves baking, too!

-Allison

Anne Puvalowski, I0S Secretary

Paph. spicerianum
Grower: Anne Puvalowski

Outreach - Speaks Out

By Allison Tribble, Outreach Coordinator

On February 9, the lovely ladies of “The
Winnetka Woman’'s Club” were treated to a
Luncheon and informative presentation about
orchids by our very own Allison Tribble.
Despite a threatening snowstorm, thirty women
attended, getting a light lunch (with homemade
vanilla ice cream for dessert) and a lovely
phalaenopsis (generously-priced by
Hausermann’s) to bring home for Valentine’'s
Day. The day was a huge success, with even the
projected snowfall falling short!

Allison’s talk, accompanied by a wonderful
Powerpoint slide show, was entitled, “Orchids:
Fantastic Flirtation”. It began with “A Short
History of Orchids”...beginning with fossilized
insects in amber with pollen, moving forward to
ancient recorded sources (Confucius and Greek),
and up to European cultivation. This was
interesting stuff, but dry compared to the section
of the talk called, “Sex in the Garden.” This
section of the talk dealt with pollination
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techniques like physical and chemical mimicry
to entice pollinators. The women seemed really
to enjoy Allison’s attempts to simulate a flying
insect pollinating a plant. Of course, there was a
section dealing with culture and growing
techniques that are unique to orchids. At the
very least, | hope that I've saved the lives of
thirty Phalaenopsis!

This presentation was easy to put together and
tons of fun to deliver. I've saved both the text
(outline and references) and the accompanying
power-point slide show. If anyone wants to use
it for their own clubs or other groups, I'm happy
to loan it out! It goes without saying, though,
that its use must always include a significant
plug for the 10S...1 hope that | got us a few new
members from the presentation.

-Allison

Allison Tribble (left), Outreach Coordinator,
presents to the Winnetka Woman's Club. George
Titterton's mother was one of the participants.

Tricks of the Trade —If | Had A Hammer.....

By Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

Today’s item is reprinted from the Illinois Orchid Society Bletter V43, No 04 (April, 1994). The authc: Tom Franczal.
If you have an idea for a ‘Tricks of the Trade’ contact mgt@bble@rcn.com

I'd hammer out a larger hole at the bottom of
my clay pots. Invert a clay pot and then with the
edge of the striking face of the hammer, tap
forcefully around the periphery of the hole,
chipping it open. The pencil-sized hole at the
bottom of clay pots is much too easily clogged,
either by potting medium or by too flat a shard or
stone; it seldom provides the rapid and complete
drainage we want for pseudobulb-bearing

orchids. Rotate the pot as you enlarge the hole to

keep it more or less centered. Don't worry about
cracking the entire pot; it would take a much
more forceful blow against the bottom of an
inverted pot than you're likely to deliver to

accomplish that (sacrifice a 40 cent pot to

making shards and see what it takes to shatter an

inverted pot!), especially as you hesitatingly tap-
tap-tap around the hole. How much is enough? It
should be large enough to pass a nickel in all
cases. If the pot is over 6 inches in diameter, the
hole should be big enough to pass a quarter
through it. All the debris from this operation is

pounded downward but, what the heck, safety

glasses make you look sexy, so go ahead and
wear them. Just be sure to put the hammer away
before you visit any skating rinks.

-Tom Franczak

Sophronitis cernua
Grower: Ken Vrabel
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Officers and Board Members

Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30):

Presiden Luis Torre: 847-302-6838 mrltorres@hotmail.col

1% Vice Presider (Meetings/speaker Loren Pollocl 847-21¢-0718 b_rand@yaoo.corn

2" Vice (Home Show Chai Jeanne Beck 847-94E-0107 beckerjeanne@hotmail.cc
3" Vice Presider (Away show chail Anne Kotowsk 63(-833-8042 phrag207@earthlir.ne
Secretary (Record¢ Anne Puvalowki 224-69¢-9021 apuvalow@hotmail.co
Asst. Secreta (Newsletter Edito Barry Lubir 847-432-600%  brlubin@sbcglobal.n
Treasurer (Collects/disburses mon Rebecca Luc 847-75€-066: rebeccaluce23@hotmail.c
Asst. Treasure (Membership/ Due George Titterto 773-98€-9044 getinteriors@juno.cc
Immediate Past Preside Barry Lubir 847-432-600%  brlubin@sbcglobal.ne
Claire Papiewsl| 201( 847-622-8664 dreflap@yahoo.co

Lois Ciner 201C 63(-73¢-1068 geolocin@earthlink.n
Victor Lentini 2011 77%-76%-6363 florchid@aol.co

Beth Engl 2011 81£-88€-4953  hortpotter@att.r

Bob Tropp 2012 874-676-249% jackietropp@comcast.r
Allison Tribble 201z 773-726-4874 allisont@rcn.cor

Joe Dixler 201: 847-432-770¢ jmd@dixler.ne

Joan Goodme 201z 847-47C-0469 joangoodman2002@yahoo.c
10S Affiliations

Orchid Conservation Coalition Orchid Digest
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org http://www.orchiddigest.com

American Orchid Society
http://www.aos.org
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