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IOS Meetings  and  Show  Dates 
 
April 11  – Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic 
Garden.  Speaker: Ernie Gemeinhardt of 
EnLightened Orchids. Topic: Why all the Name 
Changes?  Workshop: Rebecca Luce, Semi-
Hydroponic Growing Revisited. 
Schedule:    11:45  Mentors Meeting 
                    12:30  Have plants ready for  judging.  

Workshop. 
                     1:00   Business meeting  
                     1:15   Speaker 
 
May 16 – Board of Directors Meeting , Chicago 
Botanic Garden, 9:30-11:30 AM.  All IOS members 
are welcome to attend. 
 
May 16 – Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic 
Garden.  Speaker: Francisco Miranda of Miranda 
Orchids.  Topic:  Rupicolous Orchids.  Workshop: 
Luis Torres, Using Aluminet Shade Cloth to Construct 
a Structure for Over-Summering an Orchid 
Collection. 
 
June 13 – Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic 
Garden.  Speaker: Mario Ferrusi of Marsh Hollow 
Orchids.  Workshop:  Lois Cinert, Plants You Haven’t 
Killed Yet ... Because You’ve Never Heard of Them. 
 
July 11 – Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic 
Garden, Steve Beckendorf, Professor Emeritus of 
Genetics, Genomics and Development, UC Berkeley. 
 
August 21 ( Saturday ) – Member’s Meeting, Picnic 
hosted by Oak Hill Gardens, Dundee, IL.  
 
September 12 – Members' Meeting, Chicago 
Botanic Garden.  Speaker: Karen Muir, AOS judge 
and noted grower from California. Workshop: Victor 
Lentini, Orchid Growing Under Lights. 
 

 

Orchid Events 
 
April 10  – Orchid judging , Chicago Judging Center 
of the American Orchid Society, Chicago Botanic 
Garden, Auditorium at 1:00 PM. Open to the public. 
 

President’s Message 
Luis Torres, President 

We had it all for our spring show; a wonderful 
display of blooming orchids, cold and snow, 
sunshine and warmth, vendors, customers, 
enthusiasts and judges but more than that what 
we had was an army of IOS volunteers working 
in the background to help knit it all together to 
create a memorable experience.  To all those that 
served, thank you.   

 
It’s not practical for me to mention everyone 

that volunteered over the course of the weekend, 
but I feel compelled to acknowledge Jeanne 
Becker who, as our home show chair, 
coordinated the entire proceedings and Anne 
Kotowski who staged our winning IOS display.  
Their efforts and hard work epitomize the 
volunteer spirit.  My hope moving forward is 
that our spring show serves as a catalyst to have 
more of you engage in a volunteer capacity on an 
ongoing basis.   

 
With our spring show behind us we can now 

focus on the warmer months ahead and all it 
entails for our hobby.  In just a few short weeks 
I’ll be setting-up my outdoor shade structures 
that serve as the summer holiday destination for 
my collection. My hobby seems effortless once I 
have everything set up outdoors.  Watering is 
straightforward. Humidity, sunshine, and air 
circulation are all free.  It’s all such a contrast to 
my winter routine growing under lights in the 
basement.  I suspect that for as long as I grow 
under lights, winter will always involve more 
work than the summer and early fall months.  
That said, I persevere through the winter because 
the pay-off is worth the effort.  Enjoying those 
blooms, winning those ribbons, the occasional 
award, it’s all good stuff.  In that sense, the IOS 
mirrors our interest in orchids as a hobby. The 
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more you put into the society the more you get 
out.  It’s important enough to me that it’s worth 
closing this month as I did last month.  My 
ambition for the IOS is that increasingly we 
become recognized as a community of orchid 
enthusiast volunteers.  The more we collectively 
put into the IOS the more we’ll get out of it.  If 
you’re not already serving connect with someone 
who is volunteering for the IOS in an area that is 

of interest to you.  While your orchid collections 
are enjoying a summer vacation use this as an 
opportunity to engage and start volunteering on 
regular basis.   

 
Thanks, 
 
-Luis

 

View From the Speaker’s Chair 
   Loren Pollock, Speaker Chair

Here we are on the heels of spring, and I can’t 
help but get excited. My sleepy orchids have 
been waking up with new growths and flowers, 
and in another month or so, they get to go 
outside for some sun and fresh air. And, if last 
summer was any indication, will enjoy a summer 
of vigorous growth. 

 
Hopefully, most of you made it to the spring 

show. While the weather wasn’t great outside, it 

was just fine inside. There were beautiful 
displays, and excellent plants to be found. I 
scored big time at the member’s sales table - 
having picked up some nice Paph divisions that 
have already found their rightful place in my 
collection.  

 
Many thanks to Jeanne for coordinating an 

excellent show. And, thanks to all of you who 

IOS Best of Class Award Winning Display at Our Spring 2010 Show 
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took time from your busy schedules to lend a 
hand. 

 
Our April meeting is scheduled for the 

Sunday, the 11th. Our Mentors Meeting – a 
gathering where members can ask our more 
experienced growers orchid related questions - 
will start at 11:45am. Please consider bringing 
your blooming plants in for judging (on the table 
by 12:30). If you have many to carry, you can 
bring them in the "back door" to the Regenstein 
Center.  Just ask the parking attendant for the 
code that opens the gate.  Turn right at the stop 
sign after the parking kiosk, enter the code in the 
keypad at the gate and drive around the back.  
You will have to move your car to the regular 
parking lot after unloading.  Our workshop will 
start at 12:30, our business meeting at 1:00pm, 
and then onto our speaker’s presentation. 

 
As you know from our website and newsletter, 

James Rose of Cal Orchid was scheduled to be 
our speaker this month. Unfortunately, at the 
eleventh hour, Jim had to cancel.  On a positive 
note, we’ve managed to arrange for Ernie 
Gemeinhardt to visit us! For those of you that 
have not had the pleasure, Ernie is a fully 
accredited AOS judge and a much sought after 
speaker. Ernie also has his own orchid company 
– EnLightened Orchids - (pun intended), where 

he raises and sells compact and miniature 
orchids. You can expect Ernie to bring a nice 
selection of sought-after Paphs and Phals for 
purchase. Ernie’s talk is titled “Why All the 
Name Changes?” which covers the science (in 
terms that we all can digest) behind all these 
recent orchid name changes. 

 
Our workshop this month will be conducted by 

our very own Becky Luce! Becky will be 
revisiting the topic of Semi-Hydroponic Orchid 
Growing. 

 
As always, please consider bringing some 

homemade goodies to share - the IOS will 
provide the coffee. 

 
I look forward to seeing all of you at the 

meeting. 
 

-Loren 
 

 
 

 

 
Family Affair:  Spouses Rose and Chuck 

Matchen each had an exhibit at the show.  Rose 
displayed her fantastic live flowers (above) while 

Chuck showed his amazing metalwork (right). 
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Spring Show - Cascades of Orchids 
Jeanne Becker, Home Show Chair 

Falling snow and cold temperatures did not 
keep visitors away from the 2010 Spring Orchid 
Show.  Twenty vendors, who had orchids of 
every color and shape available for sale, came 
well prepared with plastic bags to protect orchid 
flowers from the cold.  An enclosed trolley 
transported visitors between the Regenstein 
Center and the Chicago Botanic Garden parking 
lots.  Visitor traffic was steady throughout the 
weekend, with increased crowds on Sunday 
afternoon, when the sun came out. 

 
IOS member volunteers provided much 

needed support throughout the show.  From the 
hanging of the first drapes on sales tables on 
Thursday morning to the final sweeping of floors 
on Sunday evening, volunteers were there to help 
make the show a success.  Volunteers registered 
plants, staffed the membership table, sold raffle 
tickets, repotted plants, sold orchids from the 
IOS plant tables, baked homemade goodies, 
provided traffic control, and did any number of 
other tasks large and small.  A HUGE thank you 
to everyone who helped make this show a 
success. 

 
The exhibit hall was filled with nearly 35 

exhibits of flowers, photographs, jewelry, and 
other orchid art.  The Illinois Orchid Society’s 
exhibit won “Best of Class.”  Congratulations to 
all those who contributed flowers and helped 
create this exhibit!  The four presentations in the 
auditorium, scheduled for Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon, were well-received by the public.  
Nearly 40 people listened to Hermann Pigors 

from Oak Hill Gardens give helpful hints on how 
to make flowers on your orchid plant last longer.  
From other presenters, visitors learned about 
orchid conservation efforts in Ecuador, how to 
grow orchids under lights and how to make clay 
orchid flowers.  Altogether, about 80 people 
attended the presentations. 

 
This year we tried a new approach with the 

raffle.  Each vendor was asked to donate a plant 
or orchid related item to the raffle table, with all 
proceeds going to support orchid conservation.  
Throughout the weekend, raffle tickets were sold 
and drawings held.  By the end of the weekend, 
over $400 had been raised for orchid 
conservation.    

 
-Jeanne 
 

Hermann Pigors of Oak Hill Gardens explains how 
to make flowers on your orchid plant last longer. 

 

Monthly Judging - It’s A Horserace 
Lois Cinert, Ribbon Judging

Though it’s not quite time for the Kentucky 
Derby, we have our own horse race in both the 
greenhouse category, and under lights.  Check out 
the numbers.  Contestants, bring your plants! 

 
We’ve had two shows since last posting.  

Northeast Wisconsin, and our own home show.  
Only seven sent plants to the show in Neenah, 
Wisconsin, but from those we had lots of ribbons, 

and  3 AOS awards.  And a blue ribbon for the 
display. 

 
Twenty-one members brought plants to the IOS 

Spring Show.  Thank you to all of you who 
contributed to our Blue Ribbon and Best of Class 
display. 
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There are only two opportunities to earn points 
for this year.  Our April and May monthly 
meetings are coming up, and you still have a 
chance to earn points.  If you get ribbons on your 
plants at shows or monthly meetings, you ought to 
bring them to Chicago Judging Center meetings, 
usually on the Saturday before the IOS meeting.  
You get points for your AOS awards, too, and 
they add up quickly. 

 
-Lois 

 
Point Standing  
 
Greenhouse   
Dixler, J & R 1,908 
Gamson, Ed 5 
Golan, Sue 2,059 
Lubin, Barry 1,060 
Matchen, Rose 615 
Spatzek, James 5 
  
Lights/Windowsill/Apt   
Becker, Jeanne 16 
Bloome, Cathy 345 
Castillo, Karen 24 
Cinert, Lois 45 
Criscuola, Margo 21 
Dangoria, Phyllis 10 
Edwards, Joel 1,262 
Engle Beth 230 
Fuller, Sandy 80 
Goodman, Joan 66 
Hall, Julie 132 
Hardy, Maurice 5 

 
High, C & J 940 
Johnson, Carolyn 19 
Jost, Peter 11 
Kiergaard, Cleo 25 
Kotowski, Anne 61 
Kotowski, Cathy 5 
Lentini, Victor 465 
Lou, Sheng 5 
Luce, Rebecca 100 
Maloney, Sherry 1,270 
Manuel, Alex 93 
Millman, Morrie 5 
O'Rourke, Kevin 15 
Papiewski, Claire 40 
Pollock, Loren 35 
Powell, Ellen 125 
Puvalowski, Anne 191 
Rambow, Jo Ann 21 
Schordje, Jean 15 
Schordje, Leo 11 
Seidel, Jerry 412 
Stastny, Jane 11 
Strong, Lin 7 
Titterton, George 210 
Torres, Luis 321 
Tribble, Allison 581 
Tropp, Bob 77 
Vrabel, Ken 242 
Yale, Dianne 25 
Younghale, B & H 192 
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AOS Judging Results - At Home and Away 
Jim Spatzek – Chairman, Chicago Judging Center, American Orchid Society, Inc. 
 
Well, the weekend of March 13th took us to 

Neenah, Wisconsin and the Northeast Wisconsin 
Orchid Society Show.  For the first time there 
was no snow and no ice, but of course not to 
disappoint, there was terrible fog both on Friday 
and Saturday.  The IOS had a nice exhibit thanks 
to the work of Lois Cinert and the contributions 
of a few members. 

  
Over 20 plants were selected for consideration 

for AOS awards.  Five lucky plants received 
awards. Charles & Jane High were lucky to 
receive two awards that day.  Congratulations!   

 
Here are all of the awards: 
  

·  Laelia oweniae 'Surprise', CBR/AOS, 
Charles and Jane High  (Top right) 

·  Dendrobium garrettii 'Chas', CBR/AOS, 
Charles and Jane High (Middle right) 

·  Rth. Zul 'My Bill', HCC/AOS 77pts, 
Ruth Frye, Green Bay, WI 

·  Cattleya walkeriana var. delicata 'Mark 
Trevor Ranum', AM/AOS 86pts, John 
Clausen, Milwakee, WI 

·  Bardendrum Sue Golan 'Memoria Gus', 
HCC/78 pts, Sue Golan (Bottom right) 
  
Congratulations to everyone.   
 
A report will follow in the next newsletter on 

the IOS Show judging and awards. 
 
Jim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Award Photos by Lois Cinert) 
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IOS Financial Fun 
By Rebecca Luce, Treasurer
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The IOS Spring Orchid Show and Sale was the 
past weekend, and what a beautiful one it was! 
Despite the weather, many came out to enjoy the 
show. The displays were as ornate as they were 
beautiful, with some amazing specimens on show 
for all of us to admire. I find it fascinating that so 
many individuals can get their plants blooming 
just in time for the show, as that is something I’ve 
always had trouble with. As it often goes, I have a 
cattleya that is just blooming this morning, which 
is several days too late! I had a talk with it, but no 
threat could get it to hurry up its blooming �  

 
Now that the show is behind us, some gratitude 

is certainly in order! I would like to personally 
thank Beth Engle for volunteering to serve as 
plant sales coordinator on Sunday when I was 
unable to attend the show. Thank you Beth! She is 
always dependable and does a fantastic job, and I 
am so grateful that she stepped up to help me out.  

 
In addition, I would also like to thank the 

individuals who assisted me on Saturday and Beth 
Engle on Sunday at the member plant sales table. 
Your presence is not only vital to the success of 
the plant sales, but also a whole lot of fun. I 
enjoyed talking with each of you, and hope you 
enjoyed the experience (and took home some 
orchid bargains!). Thank you for all your help! 
We could not have done it without you. 

 
On the subject of the member plant sales, I am 

seeking a volunteer to act as “plant sales 
coordinator” just on Saturday at the Fall IOS 
Orchid Mini-Show and Sale.  This show takes 
place October 9th and 10th, but I only need a 
volunteer for Saturday. I will be attending 
cosmetology school Tuesdays through Saturdays 
in October, thus I will be unable to attend the 
show on Saturday.  I know it is a ways off, but I 
figured I should start looking early! No prior 
experience is necessary – I will be happy to train 

anyone who is interested. It is very simple and a 
whole lot of fun, so if this sounds interesting to 
you, please reach out to me!  

 
In IOS financial news, here is where our bank 

balances stand as of 2/19/10: 
 
Regular checking    $22,357.81  
Money Market Savings  $23,670.60   
Total     $46,028.41 
 
Please note: Our bank balances are unnaturally 

high at the moment because not all checks relating 
to the show have yet been cashed. Next month the 
balances will even out and return to normal. 

 
In terms of our financial standing after the 

show, I am still working on tabulating everything 
and will include more specific information about 
this in the next newsletter article, as well as speak 
on the topic at our next meeting on April 11th at 
the CBG. 

 
That’s all for now – please keep using 

www.goodsearch.com!  Free money is a great 
thing for the society �  

 
-Becky 

 
 

Joe & Rosalie Dixler's display at the IOS Spring Show 
Best of Class and Special Award for Best IOS Member Display 
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Board bIOS 
By Allison Tribble, Contributing Editor 
 

The last year or two have been very good to the 
Illinois Orchid Society!  The quality of our 
plants and requisite awards are a hard-won 
achievement we can all be proud of.  A stroke of 
luck we could not have expected, however, was 
yet another great new Board Member.  Last 
month, the spotlight was on Anne Puvalowski.  
This month, another blond bombshell is the 
“star”! 
 
 Becky Luce joined IOS in October of 2008.  
Following a fairly desperate plea from our 
retiring Treasurer (Beth Engle), Becky accepted 
this difficult “promotion” just in time.  Always 
optimistic and positive, Becky knew that she 
could put some of her “job skills” to work for 
the IOS.  In her real life, Becky has been a 
Media Planner for some impressively large 
clients and knows how budgets work…even one 
as paltry as the current IOS statement!  
Additionally, I was interested to hear about 
Becky’s education, which is unique and perfect 
for her current IOS role:  Becky has a Masters 
Degree from U. of I./Champaign in “Agri-
Business”, reflecting academic interests in 
Marketing and Horticulture!  How ‘bout them 
apples!   
 
Becky moved here from New York (City), 
where she was a member of the N.Y. Orchid 
Society at their Botanical Gardens.  Before the 
move to Chicago, she googled “orchid societies” 
and found our own “Illinois Orchid Society.”  
Having done her research, she “hit the ground 
running” and we IOS-ers are much in her debt!  
Becky has been growing orchids since college 
when her interests in horticulture and a brief 
crush enticed her to join an Orchid Club at U. of 
I.   Fortunately, her interest in orchids outlasted 
her interest in the young man, and her handsome 
husband now enjoys the glorious appearance and 
fragrance of the Cattleyas she loves to grow on 
their windowsills at a 23rd Floor elevation!  
Becky is especially partial to green, fragrant 
Cat.-alliance creatures like Digbyana and 
“Emerald Isle”. 
 

Many thanks to our two newest Board members, 
Becky and Anne!  The Illinois Orchid Society 
appreciates your enthusiasm, positive energy, 
and hard work.  We “old timers” hope that our 
members will get to know the new Board of 
Directors!     

 
-Allison 
 
 
 
 

Rebecca Luce, IOS Treasurer  
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Outreach - The Chicago Flower & Garden Show 
By Rebecca Luce, Contributing Editor 
 

On Saturday March 6th, several members from 
the Illinois Orchid Society ventured to Navy Pier 
to take part in the Chicago Flower & Garden 
Show on behalf of the IOS. The show took place 
in the exhibition halls towards the end of the 
pier. We set up a table that was located within 
the “Marketplace” in the area designated for the 
Chicago Botanical Garden. We had several 
blooming orchids on the table to get attention 
(and they sure DID!) as well as cards and posters 
that we used to promote the IOS itself as well as 
our upcoming Spring Orchid Show and Sale. 

 
Reflecting on this day, it was excellent that the 

IOS was offered the opportunity to take part in 
the flower show on the first day it was open to 
the public. We felt that this was instrumental to 

our success.  It was a beautiful sunny day, and 
the crowds were great, so we were fortunate in 
this respect. People were drawn to the orchids on 
the table as well as to our signage (and a magical 
bowl of candy on the table, thanks Anne!) We 
talked with many people about caring for their 
orchids, attending our show in two weeks, and 
also about potentially signing up to become 
members of the IOS. It was clear that many 
people wanted to talk about their orchids and 
were interested in attending our show, so we 
absolutely want to continue to be part of the 
Chicago Flower and Garden Show in the future 
because it is a great source of promotion. We are 
grateful to the Chicago Botanical Garden for 
inviting us to take part in this event.  

 

(From left) Victor Lentini, Loren Pollock, Becky Luce, George Titterton and Anne Puvalowski 
 greet visitors to the Chicago Flower & Garden Show on  behalf of IOS. 
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For the future, we would love to continue the 
IOS involvement in the Chicago Flower and 
Garden Show, and, perhaps, expand our presence 
into a full display. Discussions are on-going 
about how to make our presence even greater 
and more impactful for next year, so if you 
would like to be part of the planning and/or serve 
as a volunteer to help at the table at next year’s 
Chicago Flower and Garden Show, reach out to 
Victor Lentini or myself and we can keep you in 
the know. 

Special thanks go out to George Titterton, 
Victor Lentini, Anne Puvalowski, Luis Torres 
and Loren Pollock and everyone else who was 
involved in the planning of this event – thank 
you for taking the time to help promote the IOS 
and the Spring Show! 

 
-Becky 
 
 
 
 

Tricks of the Trade – Tips for Beginner Light Growers 
By Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor 

 
 

 

Most standard floral light carts require at least 
2 four-foot long shop lights. Two shop lights are 
adequate for low light plants, such as phals and 
paphs. Some high light plants can he grown if 
you have the leaf tips almost touching the bulbs. 

 
I use one cool white and one wide-spectrum 

bulb in each shop light. These bulbs should be 
changed every 12 months. The light they 
produce drops off dramatically after that. For 
that reason I change the bulbs two weeks apart so 
as not to produce a sudden increase in the 
amount of light available to the plants. 

 
Many orchids will bloom no matter what 

length the day is, but many prefer to bloom when 
the days are short. For that reason starting in 
September I shorten the day length from 16 
hours to 12 hours. I shorten it an hour every 2 or 
3 weeks. Then in March I start lengthening the 
days again. 

 
I make my own light set-ups out  of 2x4's and 

plywood. I have two levels with 3 shop lights per 

level. Each level has a built-in humidity tray 
with an inside measurement of 26"x50". The tray 
has plywood for a bottom and 2'x4's for sides. I 
cover the humidity tray with heavy plastic, such 
as landscape plastic. I put one 2'x4' light 
refractor or egg crate, as some call it, in the 
bottom for the pots to sit on. You can elevate the 
egg crate with hoards if you want to keep a lot of 
water in the tray, or you can use an inexpensive 
wet-dry vacuum to suck the water out if it gets 
too deep. The high sides of the tray help to keep 
your pots from getting knocked over. 

 
The best tip I can give new orchid growers is 

to come to our meetings and to talk to the more 
experienced growers. Don't be afraid to walk up 
to someone and ask questions. We all love to talk 
about orchids. That's why we joint the IOS.  

 
Good luck. 
 
-Joel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s item is reprinted from the Illinois Orchid Society Newsletter V41, No 02 (February, 1992). The author is: Joel 
Edwards. If you have an idea for a ‘Tricks of the Trade’ contact me at dtribble@rcn.com . 
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Officers and Board Members 
 
Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30): 
President  Luis Torres 847-303-6838    mrltorres@hotmail.com 
1st Vice President (Meetings/speakers) Loren Pollock 847-219-0718    b_rand@yahoo.com 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Jeanne Becker 847-945-8107    beckerjeanne@hotmail.com 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Anne Kotowski 630-833-8042    phrag207@earthlink.net 
Secretary (Recorder) Anne Puvalowski 224-699-9021    apuvalow@hotmail.com 
Asst. Secretary (Newsletter Editor) Barry Lubin 847-432-6005    brlubin@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Rebecca Luce 847-756-0663    rebeccaluce23@hotmail.com               
Asst. Treasurer  (Membership/ Dues) George Titterton 773-989-9044    getinteriors@juno.com 
Immediate Past President  Barry Lubin 847-432-6005    brlubin@sbcglobal.net 

 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Claire Papiewski 2010 847-622-8664     dreflap@yahoo.com 
Lois Cinert 2010 630-739-1068     geolocin@earthlink.net 
Victor Lentini 2011 773-763-6363     f1orchid@aol.com 
Beth Engle 2011 815-886-4953     hortpotter@att.net 

Bob Tropp   2012 874-676-2495    jackietropp@comcast.net 

Allison Tribble 2012 773-728-4874    allisont@rcn.com 

Joe Dixler  2013 847-432-7708     jmd@dixler.net 

Joan Goodman 2013 847-470-0469     joangoodman2002@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

IOS Affiliations 

Orchid Conservation Coalition 
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org 
 

 
 
 

Orchid Digest 
http://www.orchiddigest.com

American Orchid Society 
http://www.aos.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


