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IOS Meetings and Show Dates

May, 2010

May 16 — Board of Directors Meeting
Chicago Botanic Garden, 9:30-11:30 AM.
All IOS members are welcome to attend.

May 16 — Members' Meeting, Chicago
Botanic Garden. Speaker: Francisco
Miranda of Miranda Orchids. Topic:
Rupicolous Orchids. Workshop: Rebecca
Luce, Semi-Hydroponic Growing Revisited.

June 13 — Members' Meeting, Chicago
Botanic Garden. Speaker: Mario Ferrusi of
Marsh Hollow Orchids. Workshop: Lois
Cinert, Plants You Haven't Killed Yet ...
Because You've Never Heard of Them.

July 11 — Members' Meeting, Chicago
Botanic Garden, Steve Beckendorf,
Professor Emeritus of Genetics, Genomics
and Development, UC Berkeley.

August 21 ( Saturday ) — Member’s
Meeting, Picnic hosted by Oak Hill Gardens,
Dundee, IL.

September 12 — Members' Meeting,
Chicago Botanic Garden. Speaker: Karen
Muir, AOS judge and noted grower from
California. Workshop: Victor Lentini, Orchid
Growing Under Lights.

October 9 -10 — I0S Fall Show, Chicago
Botanic Garden.

President’'s Message

Orchid Events

May 8 — Orchid judging , Chicago Judging
Center of the American Orchid Society,
Chicago Botanic Garden, Auditorium at 1:00
PM. Open to the public.

Luis Torres, President

May ranks as one of my favorite months of the
year. For those of you that attended our April
meeting you would have learned from the
workshop that my orchid collection starts its
outdoor summer vacation in May. For a variety
of reasons, maintaining my collection outdoors
requires less time and attention than the grind of
the winter months. In fact, the summer months
seem almost effortless. Natural sunlight, proper
humidity and lots of airflow are all free, care of
mother nature. It's all good stuff.

Of course, if you weren't there in person for
our April members meeting, then you would
have missed my workshop on over-summering
your orchid collection. It's not the end of the
world, but you may be missing out on the larger
picture. Over the course of my 2-year tenure as
your president I've focused time, effort and
budget to maintain a monthly meeting
experience that has broad appeal. Arguably, the
monthly meeting is a core element of the 10S.
It's when we convene as a community to share
experiences and stories around a common
interest. It's where we learn together also.
Growing our members is core to retaining our
members. In order to grow in the hobby of
orchids, as well as develop a deeper appreciation
for topics such as orchid conservation, it's
important that individuals personally commit to
attending monthly meetings. The lecture theatre
we use at the Chicago Botanic Garden seats 250-
people. It would be great to fill it to capacity,
even just once, with IOS members. Loren has
been able to secure Francisco Miranda as our
featured guest speaker, to whom | know you’ll
enjoy listening. It turns out he’ll be fresh back
from a visit to Brazil and will have with him an
excellent, indeed exclusive, selection of species



cattleyas and laelias. At our business meeting I'll
be presenting the slate of new officers for you to
consider and vote on. Our monthly meeting is
literally a venue where your voice and opinions
can be shared and heard.

Many of you took up my challenge to help
volunteer, not just at the recent spring show but
in a variety of different capacities where the need
exists. Attending the monthly meetings is a form
of volunteering. It requires a decision to act and
attend and | would challenge all of you to make
the effort. Remember, parking at the Chicago
Botanic Garden is free with your IOS
membership for the Sunday of the monthly

meeting. May, June and July are apex months at

the garden so consider making a day of it and
enjoy all the CBG has to offer in addition to the
IOS meeting.

Is there’s still something keeping you from
attending our monthly meeting that we, the 10S,
have the abilty to consider and change?
Consider sharing your thoughts with me or
fellow members of the IOS board. I'm always
looking for good ideas and improvements, from
wherever they may come. Remember that 10S
board meetings are open to all IOS members.
We meet every other month in the Fairchild
room before the members meeting. As it

happens, the board is convening the Sunday of

our May members meeting. New Business is

considered toward the end of the board session
S0 one option worth considering is to show up in
person ahead of the members meeting to share
your thoughts and feedback. If something is not
working for you, indeed keeping you away,
bring it to our attention. Better still, in addition
to yourself, bring a solution.

Make May the month you come to our
members meeting, particularly if you haven't
attended for a while. It's not the same without
you!

Happy growing,

-Luis

Luis Torres, 10S President, discussed how to manage
an orchid collection outdoors for the summer

View From the Speaker’s Chair

Loren Pollock, Speaker Chair

| hope everyone enjoyed Ernie’s presentation.
Ernie’s visit was long overdue, and | am grateful
that he was able to make it on such short notice.
And many, many thanks to all for staying awake
- only two shoes and one sock came off (thank
goodness!). And, as usual, | managed to find
something of interest in Ernie’s nice selection of
plants for sale.

Thank you, Luis, for the excellent workshop
on your outdoor shade structures. | admit that |
have been inspired by Luis’ approach. My plants
did quite well last summer, and | can’t wait to
get them outdoors this month!

Our speaker for May is Francisco Miranda.
Francisco’s presentation will be on Rupiculous
Orchids. As you know, some inclement Floridian
weather wreaked havoc on Francisco’s plant
stock this winter — which was very unfortunate.
On the bright side, however, he has been back to
Brazil at least a few times now in order to re-
stock, and will just be returning from a trip prior
to his visit — where he promises to bring back
some fine plants. Francisco mentioned that he
will be updating his website with the latest, and
he is more than happy to bring your pre-orders
with him to the meeting. You can visit his
website at http://mirandaorchids.com.  Make
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sure to mention that you would like him to bring
your purchases with him.

[llinois Orehid Society
April 11, 2010

Ernie Gemienhart explained the reasons for
so many orchid name changes.

Becky Luce will be conducting our workshop
on Semi-Hydro Orchid Culture. Another great
reason to make it out for the meeting!

We will be electing officers and members of
the Board of Directors at this meeting as well.
All of the officers and directors are volunteers
and they spend a lot of time for the benefit of the
society. Show them your support - come out to
vote.

Our mentors meeting (a chance to learn from
some of our more experienced growers) will
begin at 11:45am. Please have your flowering
plants on the tables by 12:00 noon for judging.
Our workshop will begin at 12:30pm, followed
by our business meeting where we elect our
officers for the fiscal year. Then, at around 1:15,
onto our featured speaker.

Don't forget to bring some treats to share
(homemade please) — the 10S will provide the
coffee.

I hope to see you all there!

-Loren

Monthly Judging - Wait and See

Lois Cinert, Ribbon Judging

Although we had a record number of plants —
91 — at the April meeting, we still don't have
anyone pulling away from the pack. Both
greenhouse and lights/windows contests are still
in play. That should make for a great display at
the May meeting — with everyone bringing ALL
their blooming plants. That means you!

Even if you are not among the top 3 or 4 in
your group, there is still time to bring plants, get
points, and possibly earn a gift certificate. Better
yet, you get to show off your wonderful
blooming orchids. The weather should be warm
enough to not have to worry about harming your
babies. We want to see them all!

-Lois

Special Cultural Award
Catt. Picasso
Growers: Bob & Helen Younghale
Presented by Bob Younghale



Plant of the Month - Greenhouse
Vanda suavis var. tricolor
Grower: Sue Golan
Presented by Sherry Maloney

Plant of the Month - Lights
Paph. rothschildianum
Grower: Jerry Seidel

Presented by Luis Torres



Nominating Committee Recommendations for 2009-201MS Board

Barry Lubin — Chairman, Nominating Committee

As specified in the By-Laws of our year. The Nominating Committee, chaired by
organization, President Luis Torres appointed a Barry Lubin, and ably-assisted by Victor Lentini,
Nominating Committee to recommend a slate of Joan Goodman and George Titterton,
officers and directors for the 2010-11 election recommend the slate listed below:

Officers - Term of office is from July 1, 2010 until June 30, 2011

President . ... Loren Pollock
1st VicePresident (Meetings/Speakers) .........ccoeeeeueeennn. Victor Lentini
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) .......cccoveeviiiiiiiiieeeeiiieeeeee, Jeanne Becker
3rd Vice President (Away Show Chair) .........ccoeeeaiineeennn. Joel Edwards
Secretary (ReCOrder) .......cooviiiiviies e eeiins Anne Puvalowski
Assistant Secretary (Newsletter Editor) .....eeweeeeeeennn........ Beth Engle
Treasurer (Collects/Disburses Funds) .........cum.......... Rebecca Luce
Assistant Treasurer (Membership/ Dues) ........cc..... George Titterton

New Board Members - Term of office expires June 30, 2014
Rose Matchen
Claire Papiewski

Directors whose term does not expire this year aréisted.

This slate will be presented to the membership candidates. Your attendance at the meeting is
at the meeting on May 16, 2010. Nomination for important - exercise your right to vote!
additional candidates will be accepted from the

floor. The members present will then vote on the -Barry
Brsda. Orange Delight 'Hilo Sunrise’ Paph. China Moon
Grower: Anne Puvalowski Grower: Rose Matchen



IOS Financial Fun

By Rebecca Luce, Treasurer

The pursuit of happiness has been forefront in
my mind as of late, because | think it is an
important part of moving on after a traumatic life
event. As some of you may have heard, my
mother; my best friend and confidant, passed
away at the end of March. It has been a hard time
for me, and suffice it to say, it is taking a great
deal of personal strength to get through it. | am
not naturally a sad, introspective person, so | tend
to look for things that will bring a smile back to
my face to help ease the pain. Of course, one
thing comes to mind that was love of both myself
and my mother: orchids.

The 10S has been extremely supportive of me
over the past few weeks as I've been grieving, and
for that 1| am so grateful. I've received cards,
emails, phone calls, visits from members; all of
which | am so thankful for, from the bottom of my
heart. To all of you, | say thank you. You will
never know how much your support meant to me,
and it really did help me a great deal. | always
thought myself a strong person; one that could get
through anything- but the passing of my Mother
surely proved me wrong! | needed people to lean
on, and you ALL made me feel so much better,
and so cared for. | am so grateful for you all. And
also, thank you all for your patience as | work
through this difficult time.

| will leave you with our balances for now.
Thank you again for all your love and support.

Bank balances:

Checking: $19,052. 77

Money Market: $23,675.95

TOTAL: $42,728.72
-Becky

Phal. Taida King's Caroline
Grower: Lois Cinert

Zygopabstia Kiwi
Growers: Joe & Rosalie Dixler

Rhyncholaelia dighyana
Growers: C & J High



AOS Judging Results At Home and Away

Jim Spatzek — Chairman, Chicago Judging Center, American Orchietydaoc.

The Mid-America Orchid Congress recently - Phragmipedium caudatum 'Fox Valley'
held their spring meeting hostes by the Omaha AM/81pts, Fox Vally Orchids, Villa Park, IL
Orchid Society at Lauritzen Gardens at the . Phragmipedium Devil Fire 'Joan Lorence'
Omaha Botanical Garden. It was a good show AM/80pts, Jon Lorence, Solon, 1A
with several able speakers. . Phragmipedium  Wossner  Supergrande

_ _ ‘Mem.Jean Lorence' AM/82pts, Jon Lorence,
On Saturday morning, Joe Lankton guided the Solon, 1A

judges through the AOS awards process. . Trichocentrum splendidum "Mem. Gloria
Twenty-nine  plants  were selected for Janssen' HCC/78 pts, Tim Janssen, Lincoln,
consideration and seven were awarded. They NE.

are:

_ o _ The American Orchid Society Show Trophy
Epidendrum conchlidium ‘Benja’, CHM/82  \was won by the Greater Kansas City Orchid

pts., David Taylor, Hickman, NE Society.

lonocidium  Popcorn  'Katherine  Ann',

JC/AQS, David Taylor, Hickman, NE Congratulations to all the lucky winners.
Paphiopedilum (Sander's Pride x adductum)

AM/81pts, Orchid Inn (Sam Tsui, -Jim

Bloomington IL

Board blOS

By Allison Tribble, Contributing Editor

Your humble recorder of The lllinois Orchid grown in natural southern and western exposure
Society’s personalities is once again reaching windows, plus the help of a light stand in the
beyond the Board of Directors’ rarified borders. winter months.

No society functions well (if at all) without
special individuals in the General Membership
whose enthusiasm shows in regular attendance
at meetings and selfless volunteer hours.
Maurice Hardy is one of those great 10S
members we can always count on to help when
we need him.

Maurice’s interest in orchids began in the late
1990's. A botanist at “Chalet” could see how
interested he was and suggested that Maurice
might check out 10S’ 50th Anniversary Show,
in 2002. As luck would have it, Maurice
joined our society at that show. When | asked
him what his first plant was, he remembered it
exactly: Wilsonara Oaxaca. In fact, one of the
things that first impressed me about Maurice
was his fantastic memory and constant desire to
learn more in order to become a better grower.
In fact, he’'s one of the few note-takers at our
presentations! Maurice’s collection of plants is

Maurice Hardy listens intently
at a recent workshop.

What does he look for in a plant? “Color and

flower form”, says Maurice. He especially likes
to grow Phalaenopsis, Mini-Cattleyas, and
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Oncidiums (including the dreaded
Tolumnia...but I'm editorializing.) Maurice
seems to do his research before adding a new
plant to his collection, which I'm sure minimizes
orchid mortality. Hmm..mm..maybe more of us
might learn that kind of restraint! He is not
only a great asset to the fellowship of the 10S,
but also volunteers time at the Chicago Botanic
Garden’s greenhouse. Maurice is also always on
the lookout for ways to enhance the
collaboration of the 10S with the CBG.

Thank you, Maurice, for your help!

-Allison

lwan. Appleblossom 'Fantastic’
Grower: Allison Tribble

Focus on Conservation + Saw a Ghost!

By Anne Puvalowski, Contributing Editor

No, that is not the reason why | am so pale.
You can thank the northern Illinois winter for
that one. But | did see a Ghost and the
experience was just as surreal as seeing it's
paranormal counterpart.

For those of you who are new to the orchid
world and may be wondering what all the fuss is
about, the fabled Ghost Orchid (Polyradicion
lindenii or Dendrophylax lindenii, depending on
who you ask) is a rare species indigenous to
south Florida, the Bahamas and Cuba. It is very
unusual to even see a plant in the wild and even
rarer to actually see one in bloom. Susan
Orleans’ non-fiction book “The Orchid Thief’
brought fame to the species and chronicled the
story of one poacher of the endangered plants.
Because so many orchid collectors are fascinated
with these plants and poachers will go to crazy
lengths to get them in the wild, the location of
discovered plants is kept secret. In fact, there is
only one wild ghost orchid whose location is
publicly known. And | saw it bloom.

“It is currently in bloom and can be seen from
the boardwalk.” And a beautiful picture of the
haunting white flower is on the screen. The
Ghost Orchid? Where? | just caught the tail end
of the local news story one evening while we
were on Spring Break in Naples. It can't be —

this isn’t even the right season. It's late March
and the Ghost blooms in June or July. And
where was it? Could it be the one at the
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, where we planned
to go the next day? | couldn’t be THAT lucky.

It was difficult to act normal. When we
arrived at the Welcome Center | leaned over the
desk and whispered to the volunteer “Is the
Ghost here?” He smiled and said, “Yes it is, and
it has one bloom on it. You can find it at Station
7, about halfway down the boardwalk.” Halfway
down. That's nearly a mile away. How fast can
| run?

Usually I'm the one who is stopping to
examine, admire, take pictures and enjoy when
we are in a nature area while the kids run on
ahead urging us to move along and get this over
with. In a freak reversal of nature my children
were unusually engaged, finding tree frogs,
ribbon snakes, raccoons, woodpeckers and a
lizard swallowing a damselfly in the creature-
rich swamp. Can’t they move any faster? Don't
they understand that this is Christmas Morning
for me and my gift is waiting at Station 7? |
tried to enjoy the beauty of the swamp and took a
few pictures but it was difficult to focus.
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After what seemed like an eternity we arrived
at Station 7. A very large telescope was set up
on the boardwalk. There it was through the lens,
floating in the forest as its moniker implies. It
was a beautiful sight. | was surprised by the size
of the flower — it was at least 6 inches long. The
plant itself was massive, consisting only of a
spidery, leafless root ball at least two feet long
and nearly as wide, wrapped around the middle
prong in the fork of a very tall tree.

Polyradicion (Dendrophylax ) lindenii
The Ghost Orchid

Photo Courtesy of Manuel Martinez,
Naples Daily News

Dubbed the “Super Ghost” for its size, it was
discovered on July 7, 2007 by a woman
searching the trees for owls with a pair of
binoculars. Fortunately, she also knew a thing or
two about orchids and recognized the Ghost for
the treasure that it is. The volunteers at the
Preserve estimate that the plant is at least 30
years old given its size. Its discovery was
assisted by Hurricane Wilma which removed

some tree branches that had previously obscured
it from the boardwalk. The Super Ghost is not
only super large it is also super floriferous.
Typically a ghost orchid will have one or maybe
two blooms. This plant had eleven blooms at its
peak and has flowered profusely each year since
its discovery. However, this year it hosted only
one flower and no other buds are currently
visible.

Seeing it with the naked eye was nearly
impossible, and pictures were equally
challenging. The host tree grows about 65 feet
from the boardwalk and the plant is perched 45
feet up in the tree. (In fact, its location is the
only reason the plant is publicly known. It
would be nearly impossible to poach.) If you are
better at math than | am, you can figure out
exactly how far that means | have to zoom in
with my camera, without a tripod, and with a
now-antsy 6-year old stomping around on the
wooden boardwalk, demanding that we get on
with our trek. Needless to say, my photo quality
was not spectacular. If you squint really hard my
picture sort of looks like a flower. Fortunately, a
photographer from the Naples Daily News
showed up at about the same time | did, sporting
a camera lens that looked more like it belonged
on the sidelines of a pro-football game than in
the middle of a Florida swamp. Manuel took
much better pictures than | did, and | am grateful
to him and the Naples Daily News for allowing
me to re-publish them here.

When | first read Susan Orleans’ book and her
tales of slogging through the Fakahatchee
Swamp in waist-deep muddy water, trying to
avoid tripping on alligators and obscured tree
roots, | swore | would never do that. As any of
you who know me can attest, | am clearly
obsessed with orchids, but I'm not going there.
Or | wasn't, until I saw the Ghost. Its ethereal
beauty would be worth the trek.

Fortunately for me, by the time you read this,
there will be a Ghost blooming in my back yard
(almost literally). As one of the few orchid
nurseries in the country that successfully
propagates them, Oak Hil Gardens
(http://www.oakhillgardens.com), has baby
plants for sale, and their stock plants are in spike.
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Although it doesn’t come with the thrill of the

swamp trek, | am excited to see their plants
bloom also. | have already killed my own, as |
know many of you have, but now | may have to
try it again. Hermann and Liese will make more.

If you would like to see more pictures of the
Corkscrew Swamp Super Ghost or get
information about visiting the Preserve, please

visit their website:
http://www.corkscrew.audubon.org/Wildlife/GhostOrchid.html

-Anne

Anne (right) and family

Voices From The Past —A Real Orchid Grower, Redux...
Dave Tribble, Contributing Editor

Periodically, we will bring you items from past IOS Newsistt®ur forefathers, God bless em, left us with much aatatsage
advice. The item below is reprinted from the Illinois GQuctociety Newsletter V42, No 10 (October, 1993). The auth®pis:
Franczak.

....thinks smuggling an orchid past Customs
is child's play; sneaking it past a spouse,
however, is both an art form and a grand
adventure.

....as an equal-opportunity grower, thinks
every orchid deserves a chance to outgrow a 6-
inch pot.

....decides that orchids prove the existence of
a God, but that mealybugs disprove it; so, by
averaging orchids and mealies, is an agnostic.

....shops for a new vehicle; ignores
headroom and legroom dimensions, but pays
close attention to  plant-with-a-five-foot
inflorescence room.

....like the optimistic kid who allowed
"there's got to be a pony in there someplace,
anxiously awaits 500-channel cable TV; thinks
"there's got to be an orchid channel in there
someplace."

....has four favorite emotions: Smugness,
Righteous Indignation, Cynicism, and Despair;
they come in the color Blue, Red, Yellow, and
No Ribbon.

....achieves maturity when, upon hearing of
the latest rage in potting mixes, does not convert
his entire collection to it that same day.

....votes in every election held; wants to stay
in practice just in case an anti-CITES candidate
should ever run for office.

....no matter what orchids he is specializing
in at the time, keeps a few Phregudatumsand
a few Cirrhopetalums on the bench just for the
shock alone; "Uh, THAT'S an orchid??" is such
music to his years.

....fully expecting immortality, tells the
grand- children to buy him a flask of Paph
rothschildianumas a 100 birthday gift.

....often daydreams of replacing every lawn
in the country with Cygalceolusand every golf
course with acres afalopogons.

....has a plan for preventing the recurrence of
floods: it starts with every man, woman and
child living within 200 miles of the Mississippi
or Missouri rivers learning to grow orchids and
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installing 5,000-gallon cistern to hold rainwater for stimulating growth in that sector: it starts
for them. with every man, woman and child ....

....gauges the health of the economy by -Tom Franczak
counting (green) housing starts, and has a plan

Officers and Board Members

Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30):

Presiden Luis Torre: 847-303-6838 mrltorres@hotmail.col

1% Vice Presider (Meetincs/speaker: Loren Pollocl 847-21¢-0718 b_rand@yahoo.co

2" Vice (Home Show Chai Jeanne Beck 847-94E-8107 beckerjeanne@hotmail.cc
3" Vice Presider (Away show chail Anne Kotowsk 63(-833-8042 phrag207(¢earthlink.ne
Secretary (Record¢ Anne Puvalowsl 224-69¢-9021 apuvalow@hotmail.co
Asst. Secreta (Newsletter Edito Barry Lubir 847-432-600% brlubin@sbcglobal.n
Treasurer (Collects/disburses mon Rebecca Luc 847-75€-066% rebeccaluc23@hotmail.cor
Asst. Treasure (Membership/ Due George Titterto 773-98€-9044 getinteriors@juno.cc
Immediate Past Preside Barry Lubir 847-432-600%  brlubin@sbcglobal.ne
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):

Claire Papiewsl| 201( 847-622-8664 dreflap@yahoo.co

Lois Ciner 201C 63(-73¢-1068 geolocin@earthlink.n
Victor Lentini 2011 77%-76%-6363 florchid@aol.co

Beth Engl 2011 81£-88€-4953 hortpotter@att.n

Bob Tropp 2017 874-67€-249% jackietropp@comcast.r
Allison Tribble 201z 773-728-4874 allisont@rcn.cor

Joe Dixler 201: 847-432-770¢ jmd@dixler.ne

Joan Goodme 201z 847-47C-0469 joangoodman2002@yahoo.c
10S Affiliations

Orchid Conservation Coalition Orchid Digest
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org http://www.orchiddigest.com

American Orchid Society
http://www.a0s.org
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Support Our Sponsors!
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