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IOS Meetings  and  Show  Dates 
 
July 11  – Board of Directors Meeting , Chicago 
Botanic Garden, Fairchild Room,  9:30-11:30 
AM.  All IOS members are welcome to attend. 
 
July 11 – Members' Meeting, Chicago Botanic 
Garden, Speaker: Steve Beckendorf, Professor 
Emeritus of Genetics, Genomics and 
Development, UC Berkeley.  Topic:  Warmer-
Growing Odontoglossums. Workshop:  Allison 
Tribble.  Topic:  Orchid Fun, Fun, Fun! 
 
August 21 ( Saturday ) – Member’s Meeting, 
Picnic hosted by Oak Hill Gardens, Dundee, IL.  
 
September 12  – Board of Directors Meeting , 
Chicago Botanic Garden, Fairchild Room,  9:30-
11:30 AM.  All IOS members are welcome to 
attend. 
 
September 12 – Members' Meeting, Chicago 
Botanic Garden.  Speaker: Karen Muir, AOS 
judge and noted grower from California. 
Workshop: Victor Lentini, Orchid Growing Under 
Lights. 
 
October 9 -10 – IOS Fall Show,  Chicago 
Botanic Garden. 
 

 
 

Orchid Events 
 
July 10  – Orchid judging , Chicago Judging 
Center of the American Orchid Society, Chicago 
Botanic Garden, Auditorium at 1:00 PM. Semi-
annual meeting.  Open to the public. 
 
July 25  – Central Iowa Orchid Society , 
Speakers Day, Johnston, Iowa.  See 
http://www.c-we.com/cios/ciosspk.htm 
 
 

President’s Message 
Loren Pollock, President 

It's hard to believe that I have been a member 
of the IOS for 7 years now. I guess you don't 
focus so much on the clock when you are 
focused on something that you love. Orchids 
have captivated me for a bit longer than that, but 
it wasn't until I got involved with the IOS that 
things really started rolling.  

 
By joining and attending meetings, I gained 

immediate access to these incredible plants. In 
typical Loren fashion, I started collecting left and 
right (note the word "Collecting" - I didn't use 
the word "Growing"). Little consideration was 
given to the cultural challenges that awaited the 
novice Orchidist. Needless to say, in the 
beginning, success was not mine. But, eventually 
(and thankfully) plants started growing. It 
seemed that the workshops, speaker 
presentations, and the advice from fellow 
members were finally starting to pay off. My 
plants started growing, and…wait for 
it…blooming! You know, it's funny. Many of 
you can remember your first orchid, but I just 
can't - it's been too many trips between that first 
orchid and the mulch pile. But, I sure can 
remember the first time one bloomed for me! 

 
Being a member of the IOS for these years has 

been enriching. It's been a place to learn, a great 
source of quality plants, and a place to gather. 
It's been an even better place to get involved. 
Whether as newsletter editor, show 
photographer, speaker chair, or bark mixer, I've 
enjoyed it all (yes, I'm not kidding - I even 
enjoyed the bark mixing).  

 
Here I am involved again - this time as 

president of the IOS, and I couldn't be more 
honored. It’s another opportunity to give 
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something back. Our ongoing programs and 
traditions have been meaningful. Our speakers, 
workshops, picnics and holiday parties, along 
with the friendships and support have kept me 
coming back for more. And, I have enjoyed our 
more recent programs such as our renewed focus 
on conservation by joining the Orchid 
Conservation Coalition along with our 
contributions to Dr. Lawrence Zettler's efforts. 
Plus, the Linda Juberg Award is meaningful and 
touching.  

 
Even with what we now enjoy, I know that 

there is more waiting in the wings. This society 
can be even more than it is today. Ideas have 
been put out there by our prior presidents, board, 
and members just waiting to be picked up. For 
example, Luis has stressed the need for better 
communication and feedback from you, so we 
can keep this society viable and meaningful. Joe 
came up with a wonderful idea for a seedling 
program where we can have a little fun with 
conservation through a program of flasking and 
sharing of seedlings of endangered species. And 
when I think of conservation, I can't help but 
think of the Botanic Garden's new education 
center. I would love to explore opportunities for 
working with the Garden on a an orchid 
conservation program. And last, but not least, I 
would love to see our membership grow. Growth 
affords us continuity with our current traditions, 
as well as the driving of new initiatives. 

So, expect me to work hard for this society - to 
foster growth, to pick up on some sidelined 
ideas, and to initiate new ones. Expect me to 
support many of our traditions that we enjoy. 
And, expect me to reach out and learn what 
makes this society work for you. 

 
See you next meeting! 
 
-Loren 
 

     Loren Pollock, newly-elected IOS President 

View From the Speaker’s Chair 
   Loren Pollock, Speaker Chair

I hope everyone enjoyed Mario Ferrusi's tour 
of his awarded plants. And hopefully, he had 
something out on his sales table that begged to 
be taken home. And many thanks to Lois for her 
exceptional presentation on the wild and the 
wonderful. I found it to be an excellent 
compliment to Mario's presentation. 

 
July's speaker is Dr. Steven Beckendorf. Here 

is a little background information on Dr. 
Beckendorf: 

 

 
Marios Ferrusi discusses his  

awarded plants 
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"I am an Emeritus Professor of Genetics and 
Development at the University of California, 
Berkeley. My work there has studied the 
formation of pattern in early embryos and the 
signas that lead to the formation of specific 
tissues and organs like the eye, the heart, and 
the salivary glands. 

 
About 27 years ago I started growing orchids 

and quickly became fascinated by 
Odontoglossums and their close relatives 
because of their beauty and variety. They had a 
glamorous past as the most sought after plants 
in the orchid frenzy that gripped Europe in the 
19th century. In addition, excellent plants were 
available from growers and hybridizers on the 
West Coast. 

 
I soon realized that few of the species in this 

group were readily available and began 
collecting them for propagation and use in 
hybridizing. My attempt to find unusual or lost 
species has led to several trips to the cloud 
forest of Mexico & South America. 

 
Currently I grow about 50 Odontoglossum 

species and another 30-40 relatives, with lots of 
odont hybrids and a smattering of other cool 
growing genera. 

 
I'm also very interested in orchid conservation 

and am a member of the AOS Conservation 
Committee and a co-founder of the Orchid 
Conservation Alliance (OCA). At OCA, we are 
interested in identifying and helping to preserve 
habitat that contains a diverse group of plant 
and animal species, with particular emphasis on 
orchids. We think of orchids as charismatic 
species that can help to protect an entire 
ecosystem."  

 
(For those people interested in conservation, 

Dr. Beckendorf will be bringing information 
with him that describes OCA's work). 

 
The topic of Dr. Beckendorf's talk this meeting 

will be "Warmer-Growing Odontoglossums". Dr. 
Beckendorf states, "Most of the Odontoglossum 
hybrids are derived predominantly from 
Odontoglossum crispum and other, very cool 
growing Odontoglossum species. These are 
difficult for many people to grow because they 

must be kept cool throughout the year. However, 
there are several species such as Odm. cirrhosum 
and Odm. harryanum that grow in warmer 
conditions. This talk concentrates on these 
warmer-growing species and their use in making 
new types of Ondontoglossum hybrids." 

 
Dr. Beckendorf will not be bringing plants for 

sale, but he will be donating at least 10 orchids 
for our raffle! 

 
Our workshop this meeting will be conducted 

by Allison Tribble!!! We are titling Allison's 
workshop "Orchid Fun, Fun, Fun!" As she 
describes it, "It's a fun, instructive presentation 
for novice growers and people who are just plain 
interested in orchids." The talk covers: 1. Orchid 
history in human culture. 2. Most common 
growth mediums, and what is an orchid, and Fun 
Fun Fun. and 3. Sex in the Garden … 
contrivances of orchid pollination (to plagiarize 
from Darwin). 

 
Looks to me like we have an excellent 

program lined up this month, so please don't 
miss it! 

 
As usual, our mentors meeting (a chance to 

learn from some of our more experienced 
growers) will begin at 11:45am. Please have 
your flowering plants on the tables by 12:00 
noon for judging (don't be shy, bring them in!!!). 
Our workshop will begin at 12:30pm, followed 
by a short business meeting. Then, at around 
1:15pm our featured speaker steps up to the 
podium. 

 
Don't forget to bring some treats to share 

(homemade please) - the IOS will provide the 
coffee. 

 
See you then! 
 
-Loren 
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Monthly Judging - Start Now 
Lois Cinert, Ribbon Judging

We just awarded our champion exhibitors for 
2009-2010 (see chart below), and they are now 
happily contemplating spending their gift 
certificates in the coming months, at shows and 
greenhouses.  Did you participate?   

 
Now is the time to get that good growth on 

your plants, to get them ready for the fall show 
season.  Good light, water, and fertilizer do 
wonders to revive the winter-sleepy plants.  Get 
those buds growing! 

 
It’s easy to accumulate points.  Just bring your 

blooming plants to our monthly meetings.  And, 
contact Joel Edwards to arrange for your plants 
to go to away shows, too.  Next June, you could 
get your gift certificate, too.  It’s easy.  Just ask 
Julie Hall, or Ken Vrabel, or Ellen Powell or 
George Titterton.  You can succeed with a small 
collection grown on windowsills or under lights. 

 
We want to see your beautiful blooming 

orchids.  Bring them!  Congratulations already! 
 
-Lois 
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Plant of the Month - Greenhouse 
Phrag. caudatum 

Growers:  Joe & Rosalie Dixler 
Joe (left) describes this magnificent specimen while  

George Titterton valiantly holds it up for display 

Plant of the Month - Lights 
Habenaria carnea 'Shilo' HCC/AOS 

Grower:  Joel Edwards 
Presented by Sue Golan 

Plant of the Month - Lights 
Paph. Green Bird 

Grower:  Karen Castillo 
Presented by Ken Vrabel 

 

Paph. parishii 
Grower:  Luis Torres 
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IOS Financial Fun 
By Rebecca Luce, Treasurer
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Hello and happy summer to you all! Granted, 

we’ve had an exceptional amount of rain and 
some incredibly amazing thunderstorms! Still, the 
summer has been beautiful so far. I have a great 
deal of cattleyas blooming on my windowsill, 
which is always a joy to see when I come home 
from school. I’ve even been having a bit of luck 
with the species cattleyas this spring – but I’ve 
done nothing different this time around, except 
perhaps not watering as often as I ought to! 
Perhaps they fare better with a bit of neglect after 
all �  

 
Truly, I don’t have a great deal of financial 

news to share. I guess that can be considered 
typical for time of year, between our two shows. 
Everything is business as usual – but there is one 
thing I wanted to call attention to, and that is the 
monthly member plant sales. The member plant 
sales at the meetings are a great way to sell a few 
of your plants to make room for more! It is also an 
excellent opportunity to browse and find unusual 
plants at excellent prices for sale by our members. 
As always, the IOS keeps 25% and the seller 
receives 75% of the final purchase price. Please 
bring your plants to sell! It benefits both you as 
well as the society. Thank you to all those 
individuals who often bring plants to sell. 

 
The IOS bank balances as of June 24 are: 
 
Bank balances: 
Checking     $13,395.18 
Money Market  $23,685.35 
TOTAL   $37,080.53 
 

Finally, the new budget for the 2010-2011 fiscal 
year is in creation with the assistance of the 
financial committee. Our goal is to have a budget 
ready for review and approval at the next board 
meeting on July 11th, which will occur at 9:30am 
prior to the general members meeting.  

 
As always, if you ever have any questions about 

the financial going-on of the society, I am more 
than happy to help! I can be reached at 
rebeccaluce23@hotmail.com. I will get back to 
you promptly. 

 
Keep using www.goodsearch.com! Free money 

is a great (and rare) thing! 
 
Enjoy these beautiful days and nights! 
 
-Becky 
 

 
Paph. St. Swithin 

Grower:  Tracy Yale 
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Just a Word on Volunteerism and Appreciation... 
By Allison Tribble, Contributing Editor 

 
To follow up on last month’s 

awarding of “The Linda Juberg 
Service Award”, I wanted to describe 
why Maurice Hardy won.  He fully 
exemplified the qualities of a winner, 
as written in the By Laws:  a member 
in good standing who consistently 
goes above the expectation for a 
volunteer, and is not a member of the 
Board of Directors.  Interestingly, 
shortly after Linda Juberg’s surprising 
death, Maurice first called me, and 
then Barry (IOS President at the time).  
He said it would be a great idea if the 
IOS gave some kind of award that 
wasn’t given for the best plants or 
point totals, but was given for 
volunteer dedication.  So, in effect, 
Maurice shyly described his own 
tenure with the IOS. 

 
No volunteer-based society can 

function without its dedicated 
volunteers.  Also, each individual will 
only reap the rewards of how much 
they contribute to the cause.  Quite 
literally, active volunteers reap what 
they sow!  A sense of belonging and 
purpose is an important component of 
a successful volunteer experience.  
We hope that the Illinois Orchid 
Society is a place where current 
members, old and new, will develop 
their orchid growing skills while 
utilizing specific talents to further 
the success of the society’s shows 
and any other outreach 
opportunities. 

 
Ultimately, a volunteer-based organization is 

only as successful as its members are motivated to 
help by using their individual skills and abilities.  
Won’t YOU help us?  When the Board asks for 
volunteers to give some time or ideas, will YOU 
sign up or speak up?  It doesn’t take much of any 
of us individually to pool our resources for service 
to help the IOS, which will be sixty years old next 
year!  People like you have cared enough to keep 

this old society running for a long time.  Let’s all 
grow this volunteer society as well as we’re 
growing our plants.  We can’t take the IOS and its 
special, talented members for granted any more 
than we’d say, “An orchid is just another 
houseplant”.  Let’s grow and flourish in 
belonging! 

 
-Allison 

Maurice Hardy, recipient of the  
2010 Linda Juberg Service Award 
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Board bIOS 
By Allison Tribble, Contributing Editor 
 
I, the roving biographer of IOS members, 

have done a different kind of article this month.  
For several years, I’ve been interested in why 
people choose to join our society   As one of my 
usual survey questions, I nearly always ask why 
and when people joined.  This month, I asked 
one of our brand new members (June 2010 
meeting) why she decided to join the Illinois 
Orchid Society. So, here goes my 
unsophisticated attempt at market research! 

 
Membership in IOS for parking at CBG was 

not particularly enticing as she’s already a 
member of CBG, nor was the New Member 
coupon discount program.  This kind, new 
member says she wanted to join our society to 
share experiences and a mutual interest in orchid 
cultivation.  She was looking forward to a 
sociable “community” of growers, in contact to 
share information and learn to grow better.  
While she has grown many other kinds of plants, 
orchids have a kind of “zen quality” which is 
fascinating. 

 

Although she has a better-than-average 
understanding of other kinds of plants’ culture 
and anatomy, she feels challenged to know more 
about orchids.  Even though there are thousands 
of different genera, this new member hopes not 
to feel too overwhelmed…”I want to learn just 
three at a time!”  In fact, she’s started her 
collection with just three beautiful orchids (for 
now!) so that she can study and appreciate them.  
She wants to get a basic understanding of 
general concepts without too many exceptions to 
rules for a while.   She’s reading a lot about 
orchid culture both online and in some books 
she’s purchased. 

 
Still, she wants a simple answer to this one 

question:  “What is an orchid?” 
 
-Allison 
 
P.S.  Any experts out there want to publish a 

response?  Hint, hint?! 
 
 

AOS Judging 
By Jim Spatzek, - Chairman, Chicago Judging Region, American Orchid Society Inc.  

 
May and June brought some nice plants to the 

Chicago Judging Center for consideration for 
AOS awards. Between the two months, there 
were 25 plants.  Here are the results of the 
judgings: 

  
May - Three Awards: 
  
Dendrochilum aurantiacum 'Isis' CBR/AOS,  
Sue Golan 
 
Cypripedium Aki "Dusty's Spring Slipper", 
HCC/AOS 78 pts., Nile Dusdieker, Iowa 
 
Paphiopedilum hirsutissimum "ulysses 
Manuel' HCC/AOS 79 pts., Alex Manuel 
  
 

 
Dendrochilum aurantiacum 'Isis' CBR/AOS 

Grower:  Sue Golan 
Photo by Lois Cinert 
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June - Three Awards: 
  
Habenaria carnea 'Shilo' HCC/AOS 75 pts, 
Joel Edwards 
 
Phalaenopsis Sweet Memory 'Sun Prarie' 
JC/AOS, Bil Nelson, Milwaukee 
 
Masdevallia herradurae 'Atom's Best' 
CCM/AOS  81 pts., Jim Blanford, Aurora, IL 
  
Congratulations to all the winners and our 

thanks to all of the others who brought in their 
blooming plants.  The next judging will be 
Saturday, July 10th at the Chicago Botanic 
Garden at 1:00pm. 

 
-Jim 

Phalaenopsis Sweet Memory 
'Sun Prarie' JC/AOS 
Grower:  Bil Nelson 
Photo by Lois Cinert 

Editor's Note 
By Barry Lubin, Newsletter Editor 
 
As this issue of the newsletter sails across 

cyberspace, I complete my two-year stint as your 
newsletter editor.  The newsletter has always 
been an important and primary way for IOS 
members to connect to our group and to the 
orchid-growing community, especially when the 
demands of real life precluded an escape to the 
playtime of our monthly meetings.  I have been 
honored to serve in the role.  My thanks go out to 
the many contributors who have written monthly 
or periodic articles, particularly Luis Torres, 
Loren Pollock, Lois Cinert, Rebecca Luce, 
Jeanne Becker, Anne Kotowski, Jim Spatzek, 
and that dynamic marital team of Allison and 
Dave Tribble.   Thanks also to Joe Dixler for 
proof-reading each month. 

 
I hope you will join me in welcoming Beth 

Engle, who takes the reins as editor for the next 
year (at least).  Beth has served previously as a 
director and treasurer of IOS, and this job 
represents a continuation of her dedication and 
commitment to the success of our organization.  
The most satisfying reward for a newsletter 
editor is to hear back from the readers - what you 
like, what you don't like or just that you are, in 
fact, reading.  So, please be sure to send your 
feedback to Beth.  An article here or there also 
wouldn't hurt.   

 
I'm not planning to disappear from the pages 

of the newsletter, entirely.  Beth has agreed to let 
me continue to photograph the phenominal 
collection of plants we get at our monthly 
meetings, as well as the events at the 
presentations.  Some of those images may get 
published in the newsletter each month. 

 
Let me conclude by wishing all of you Good 

Growing! 
 
-Barry 
 

 
Beth Engle, Newsletter Editor 
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IOS Affiliations 

Orchid Conservation Coalition 
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org 
 

 
 
 

Orchid Digest 
http://www.orchiddigest.com

American Orchid Society 
http://www.aos.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Officers and Board Members 
 
Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30): 
President  Loren Pollock  847-219-0718    b_rand@yahoo.com 
1st Vice President (Meetings/speakers) Victor Lentini  773-763-6363     f1orchid@aol.com 
2nd Vice (Home Show Chair) Jeanne Becker 847-945-8107    beckerjeanne@hotmail.com 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Joel Edwards 630-941-1084 
Secretary (Recorder) Anne Puvalowski 224-699-9021    apuvalow@hotmail.com 
Asst. Secretary (Newsletter Editor) Beth Engle 815-886-4953     hortpotter@att.net 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Rebecca Luce 847-756-0663    rebeccaluce23@hotmail.com               
Asst. Treasurer  (Membership/ Dues) George Titterton 773-989-9044    getinteriors@juno.com 
Immediate Past President  Luis Torres 847-303-6838    mrltorres@hotmail.com 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown.):  
Open 2011  
Open 2011  
Bob Tropp   2012 874-676-2495    jackietropp@comcast.net 
Allison Tribble 2012 773-728-4874    allisont@rcn.com 

Joe Dixler  2013 847-432-7708     jmd@dixler.net 

Joan Goodman 2013 847-470-0469     joangoodman2002@yahoo.com 

Claire Papiewski 2014 847-622-8664     dreflap@yahoo.com 

Rose Matchen 2014 847-587-6525---goldrosey@att.net 
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Support Our Sponsors! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


