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IOS Meetings and Show Dates 
Generally, meetings at CBG follow the following schedule: 
·  11:00 a.m. Meet & Greet 
·  11:30 a.m. Mentors meeting 
·  12:30 p.m. Judging starts  
·  12:30 p.m. Monthly workshop 
·  Short Business Meeting 
·  1:15 p.m. approx., Speaker begins 
·  Schedule is subject to change as needed.  
·  Please note:  There is to be no recording or 

videotaping of our meetings or guest speakers without 
the express written approval by the Illinois Orchid 
Society.  

 
·  February 10th, Chicago Botanic Gardens 
·  Workshop:  Loren Pollock:  Coffee Klatch and 

Seedling potting 
·  Speaker:  Anne Nies:  Physiology, anatomy and 

biology of orchids with a focus on Cypripediums 
 
·  March 10th, Chicago Botanic Gardens 
·  Workshop:  Anne Nies, ‘Developments in IOS 

Technology’ 
·  Speaker:  Rob Halgren, from Littlefrog Farm will 

talk about creating mini-ecosystems in terrariums 
including miniature orchids and Poison Dart 
Frogs 

 
·  April 1 st, Essays due for 2013 Essay contest  
·  No Foolin!  
·  Send Essays to IOSOCeditor@gmail.com  
  
·  April 6 th – 7th, Chicago Botanic Gardens  
·  Our 2013 Spring Show!  
·  See website for details:  www.iosoc.com  
  
Orchid Events 
·  Batavia Orchid Society Show 
·  February 16th – 17th 
·  DuPage County Fairgrounds 
·  http://bataviaorchidsociety.org/2012%20ORCHID

%20SHOW.htm 
 
·  Northeastern Wisconsin Orchid Society Show 
·  March 2nd – 3rd  
·  Holliday Inn Neenah Riverwalk, Neenah 

Wisconsin 
·  http://newisos.org/orchids-in-the-treetops 
 
 
 

President’s Message   
Victor Lentini, IOS President  

     Take a trip. Go ahead, make it a 
vacation. Do a weekend or plan a 
week. You are required to take your 
vacation!  You owe it to yourself 
whether it’s a departure from your 
hard work or you love to recreate or 
spoil yourself. Only one caveat, take me!  Maybe not, 
it might turn into the “What About Bob” movie.  
 
     The important thing is to make it an orchid 
getaway. Have you seriously considered it? It really 
creates a great anchor or stop on a glorious trip. First 
let’s take a look at a weekend and start regionally. 
We’re a little late for the Madison, WI Orchid Grower 
Guild. It is always one of the best in the region. 
Madison is only about 3 hours away and aside from 
the show itself, you can make some great purchases 
and still be able to drive them back home. Madison 
always has a diverse array of vendors.  
 
     If you want something even closer look no further 
than Batavia. Their show is February 16th and 17th 
with plenty of free easily accessible parking. Better 
yet, learn something new. With Batavia, and most of 
our regional shows, the Illinois Orchid Society is a 
participant, spearheaded by our Away Show 
Chairperson, Diane Mulkerin. This away show is so 
near and you can learn a tremendous amount 
working alongside with Diane. Consider it your 
‘Habitat for Humanity’ sort of experience. You can 
learn how to set up a display and learn from 
seasoned pro. She’ll show you color arrangement, 
dressing and staging a display that always garners us 
many ribbons. You get into the show for free, can 
meet other top growers and get first dibs on plants 
before the public is allowed in! It’s really a learning 
experience and knowledge you gain which is the win.  
 
     There are many regional shows the IOS 
participates in with regards to showing and displays, 
for example, the Northern Wisconsin in Neenah, WI, 
on March 2nd – 3rd.  In Ann Arbor, MI, the Ann Arbor 
Orchid Society boasts a show with the Mid American 
Orchid Congress on April 19th - 21st.  MAOC shows 
are traditionally larger with plenty of speakers. For a 
list of events in the region, check out our website 
under shows and events.  
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     Okay I get it. Those aren’t the sexiest getaways 
but they do offer a close, hands on learning and 
experience. Perhaps you want to go big before you 
go home?  In March you can whisk off to Taiwan for 
the international orchid show. On that same 
weekend, March 8th you can head to Santa Barbara, 
CA which pairs up with the Cymbidium Congress. 
Some others to consider are the Redlands Orchid 
Festival in Homestead, FL May 17th - 19th. 
Homestead is just south of Miami and right before the 
Keys, so I’m sure you can find yourself with plenty to 
do in that area, orchid related or not! Perhaps you’re 
heading to Washington DC. You can always drop in 
at the Smithsonian and see our good friend and 
curator Tom Mirenda. Maybe he’ll even sing you a 
song! 
 

     There are also orchid excursions and tours to 
Peru, Bulgaria, China or Brazil. You just have to do a 
little research. I’m even considering an excursion to 
see the orchids of Sicily.   
 
     My point is getting a different perspective and 
approach on how you see, experience and acquire 
your collection will vary from different parts of the 
country and the world. Making a vacation tied into 
that can engage your spouse or friend. You can 
actually be their tour guide and pass along the 
knowledge you have learned. You know more than 
you realize. Safe Travels! 
 
 

Cheers.  
  

     ~ Victor 

 
View from the Speaker’s Chair   

Anne Puvalowski, 1st Vice President and Program Chairperson  

     January was…January. We had a few technical 
glitches, but if you were fortunate enough to make it 
to the meeting your patience was rewarded with a 
top-notch speaker with top-notch plants! I definitely 
had a few “ah-hah” moments. This is no guarantee 
that my growing will improve, but maybe it won’t get 
worse! 
 
     If you were unlucky enough to miss Jason 
Fischer’s presentation on Phragmipedium kovachii 
and its hybrids, here are a few questions that you 
might not know how to answer. If you were there, see 
how much you remember! 
 

1. True or False:  You can go to jail for growing 
orchids. 

2. Phragmipedium are: 
a. Epiphytic  (grow attached to trees) 
b. Lithophytic (grow attached to rocks) 
c. Terrestrial (grow in the ground) 

3. Phragmipedium kovachii grows and blooms 
best under the following conditions: 

a. Mounted and allowed to dry 
thoroughly between watering 

b. High light and lots of air movement 
c. Lower light and riverbank conditions, 

including flooding 
4.  True or False: When found on top of your 

growing medium, algae = good, moss = bad. 

Answers:   
1. True. Yes, gentle growers, you could actually 

end up in jail for growing a plant that isn’t 
marijuana! It is highly unlikely, however. The US 
Fish and Wildlife Service is much more likely to 

target a large, commercial grower 
who is selling plants from an 
illegally obtained source (wild-
collected or bred from such without  
a proper permit) than a hobby 
grower who acquired a plant without proper 
documentation.  Rest assured that Jason’s 
plants all have proper credentials, so you won’t 
be thrown in lockup for growing his 
Phragmipedium. 

2. c. Phragmipedium are terrestrial. 
3. c. Phragmipedium kovachii grows well in 

riverbank conditions with frequent watering. 
Jason has had a great deal of success blooming 
them using a hydroponic tray system with a 
reservoir that is set up to flood the pots for one 
hour a day, all the way up to the top of the dirt 
level, and then drain all of the water back into a 
reservoir. Set up with a timer, this system is 
nearly self-sufficient and requires little 
maintenance except a monthly cleanout. Several 
months ago when Fred Clarke was our guest 
speaker, he put forth the theory that flooding our 
orchid pots when we water is a great way to 
increase air movement around the roots. If we fill 
up all of the air spaces in the pot with water 
before allowing it to drain, all of the old, stagnant 
air in the pots is replaced with fresh air that is 
sucked in when the water drains out. Hmmm. 
Starting to connect the dots… 

4. False. It is exactly the opposite. Algae on your 
growing medium rob your plants of nutrients 
while moss will slowly release nutrients to your 
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plant over time, actually providing a benefit to 
them! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here's a list of the materials Jason has been using for 
Phragmipedium: 
  
Diatomite or Dyna-rok, medium grade:  
This is the diatomaceous earth that is excellent 
wicking material. Used for semi-hydro (standing in a 
saucer of water) or ebb & flo applications (the water 
trays he showed in his lecture). While other 
Phragmipedium hybrids can grow well in a variety of 
mixtures, this is the only way he can successfully 
grow kovachii.  
  
Growstone (expanded glass):  
This is a new material he has been testing. So far, it 
works just as well as diatomaceous earth, and is less 
dusty out of the bag. This may be his new 
Phragmipedium growing medium! 
  
Hydroton or Aliflor (expanded clay):  
This is an alternative to diatomaceous earth, but it 
has not been as successful for Jason with the P. 
kovachii.  
  
Gro-cubes (rockwool):  
This is a fiberglass material which is very water 
retentive. No need to stand in water as it wicks and 
holds water for long periods of time. You can add 
sponge rock to obtain a desirable level of air flow in 
the pot, or use high drainage pots to ensure they get 
air movement at the roots.  
  
Peat moss (Miracle Grow house plant soil):  
This is a great way to keep the root system moist, but 
it must be used with caution. Jason has rotted many 
root systems by using too much peat, or most likely 

not enough drainage. The smaller the pot, the more 
peat he uses. 2" to 3" pots get 50% drainage (a 
mixture of bark, sponge rock, perlite, sand etc.). Just 
make sure they mix drains well and quickly after you 
water the pot.  
  
4" pots and up get reduced to 25% peat. 
  
Lastly, all of the above methods are still experimental 
for the caudatum complex (long-petaled 
Phragmipedium). Overall, they don't need sopping 
wet roots all the time, but they do enjoy being quite 
moist.  
  
     On another note, when keeping Phragmipedium 
extremely wet, Jason recommends growing 
intermediate to warm. This means night time temps 
cannot go below 60 degrees, and daytime temps 
should be at least 70 degrees to 90 degrees. 75 to 80 
degrees is best for a day high, for maximum growth 
potential. 
 
In case you are itching to try your hand at 
Phragmipedium kovachii and hybrids, our vendor at 
the February meeting will be Big Grow Hydroponics 
from Lake in the Hills, IL. Big Grow was one of our 
vendors at the Spring 2012 60th Show, and I heard a 
lot of people sounding like Gizmo when they saw the 
display, “Bright light! Bright light.”  They displayed a 
complete hydroponic system which does exactly what 
Jason described needs to be done to grow 
Phragmipedium kovachii.  Big Grow will also be 
bringing a number of the different types of hydroponic 
media Jason talked about, including diatomaceous 
earth and Rockwool. Jason also sells the Hydrofarm 
system through Orchids Limited.  
 
     As if that weren’t reason enough to make the 
pilgrimage to the CBG in the middle of February, I’ll 
give you two more great reasons:  
 
    1. Loren Pollock and Barry Lubin will be hosting 
one of their famous coffee klatches, and Loren is 
arranging and providing the seedling workshop! If you 
haven’t had it before, this is no ordinary coffee. Barry 
roasts his own beans and they have a special 
method of crafting each cup individually (definitely 
worth the trip). Even if you aren’t a coffee drinker, it’s 
fun just to watch them make the coffee, and seedling 
potting is always fun for orchid addicts. 
 
     2. Due to a scheduling conflict, our previously 
announced speaker, Brittany Payeur, will be unable 
to make it to the February meeting. Thankfully, one of 
our own very educated Board Members has 
graciously agreed to give her presentation this 
month. Anne Nies, our Technology Chair, will be 
speaking on the physiology, anatomy and biology of 
orchids with a focus on Cypripediums. Anne is a first 
year Masters student in the Northwestern University 
& Chicago Botanic Garden's Plant Biology & 
Conservation Program. She has been studying 

Picture showing "The River;" the homemade 
hydroponic system built by one of Jason’s 
employees to grow P. kovachii in a gutter. 
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Cypripedium candidum, a native terrestrial lady's 
slipper orchid. She has been a member of the IOS for 
approximately three years. When she joined she was 
studying mathematics and had a corporate job, but 
orchids have totally taken over her life and she is now 
studying them full time. She has about 50 orchids, 
many of them species. One of her favorite things 
about orchids is their diversity, though she doesn’t 
have a favorite species or genera. She does prefer 
tropical orchids such as Gongora, Coryanthes, 
Dracula, and Lycaste but reports that she does not 
have the proper growing conditions for them so has 
not had much success with keeping them alive. 
 
     On a side note, I’m so very gratified to see our 
new members attending meetings, getting involved, 
asking questions, taking advantage of the mentors 
meeting and bringing in their plants for judging!  
     These are the things that make our society a great 
place to hang out. Jason Fischer also noted in follow-
up correspondence what a vibrant organization we 

have; high praise coming from someone who sees 
many orchid societies in his travels. I love the fact 
that we are growing a strong community of orchid 
enthusiasts, both in person at our meetings and 
online with our Facebook presence.  
 
     Please post pictures of your flowering plants on 
Facebook at Illinois Orchid Society. They won’t all 
make it to a meeting. Mine usually make it a point to 
bloom and expire between meetings. I don’t know 
how they figure it out; probably the same way they 
figure out how to bloom in January even though they 
grow in a basement with no natural light and no 
variation in the length of the day. Orchids are smart; 
maybe a little too smart. But rest assured that I’m 
working on acquiring great speakers that will help us 
understand them better. 
 
     Hope to see you all in February,  

~ Anne 

 
2012-2013 Show Season! 

By Diane Mulkerin 3rd V.P., Away Show Chair 

  Hi Everyone, 
 
     Stunning!  That’s how the tables looked at the 
January meeting.  Chock full of amazingly beautiful 
orchids.  Remember, you earn double the points for 
ribbons received at shows, and your next opportunity is 
close to home.   
 
     Next up will be the Batavia Orchid Society Show at 
the DuPage County Fairgrounds on February 16th and 
17th.  This show is the weekend after our February 
meeting so if you like, I could take a few plants home 
with me after the meeting and get them in the show or, 
since it is so close by, maybe you want to drop off your 
plants yourself on Friday the 15th at the fairgrounds and 
help set up the display.   
 
     The last away show for the season will be the 
Northeastern Wisconsin Orchid Society Show held at the 

Holiday Inn Neenah Riverwalk in 
Neenah Wisconsin on March 2nd and 
3rd.  Not so close by but it is a really 
nice show. 
 
     I’m always looking for help to set up 
the displays on Friday or tear them down on Sunday so 
if you have the time let me know.  No experience 
needed.  Two benefits to help entice you: if you help with 
set up on Fridays you get early access to all the venders 
before the crowds pick through their plants, on the flip 
side, Sunday afternoons there are often deals to be had.   
 
     Think about it…. 

Cheers, 
~ Diane 

 
Please call or e-mail for directions and drop-off times at these locations: 

 
Joel Edwards:  
195 S. Villa Ave #1, 
Villa Park,  
630-941-1084, 
edwards.joel@att.net 
 

Lois Cinert:  
595 Sharon Way, 
Bolingbrook,  
630-739-1068, 
George.cinert@att.net 
 

Sue Golan:  
599 W. Old Mill Rd., 
Lake Forest,  
847-234-6311, 
sgolan@aol.com 
 

Diane Mulkerin:  
5535 W. Hutchinson, 
Chicago,  
773-480-5491, 
dmulkerin@lpzoo.org 
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Non-Stop 
By Lois Cinert, Awards Committee Chairman

We’re really in orchid heaven.  We had almost 100 plants at our January meeting, including 
four plants with new AOS awards from the Chicago Judging Center.  Thank you all for bringing 
them. 

 
Our Plants of the Month included one of the new awards – Jerry Seidel’s Paphiopedilum 

venustum ‘Bloomin Fool’ HCC-AOS added an 86 point cultural award to its résumé.  Added to 
that was Barry Lubin’s Phaiocalanthe ‘Kryptonite’, covered with lovely dark flowers, and Jane and Charles High’s 
Dendrobium aphyllum (pierardii) with a beautiful all-around cascade of flowers.  It was quite a special treat. 

 
The other three AOS award winners present were Paphiopedilum Hilo Citron ‘Memoria Genoveva Mopera’ AM-

AOS 80, owned by Alex Manuel (didn’t we do this last month, too?); Sue Golan’s Cymbidium Enzan Dream ‘Enzan’ 
AM-AOS 80, and Dendrobium garrettii ‘Bella’ with Synda Nelson’s first AOS award, a CBR. 

 
But this is only the beginning.  Over the next few weeks, you will have the opportunity to show your plants at 

several orchid events. The IOS brought a display to Orchid Growers Guild show in Madison (hopefully you sent 
your plants), and will have a display at the Batavia Orchid Society show in Wheaton.  Please send your plants to  
shows; it isn’t any more risk to your plants than brining them to our meetings.  We make such a great display just 
dropping them on the plant table on Sunday -- think how wonderful our away show displays can be if you send your 
plants to those, too. 

 
And our next monthly meeting fits nicely in between the two shows.  You can see great orchids, gain points, visit 

with orchid friends, buy plants from great vendors, and support the IOS for 3 weekends in a row!  Truly, non-stop 
orchid heaven.  Be there!!! 

~ Lois 
 

Current Points for 2012-2013   

Location Name 
Total 
Pts. Name 

Total 
Pts. Name 

Total 
Pts. 

Greenhouse 
Dixler, J & R 371 Lubin, Barry 125  White, D & P 95 
Golan, Sue 651 Rogerson, William 161     

Windowsills                                         
/Lights 

Barten, Patty 10 Legant, Tim 267 Plantinga, Janet 26 
Bloome, Cathy 99 Lentini, Victor 106 Powell, Ellen 120 
Brand, Laura 6 Luce-Kopesdy, R 32 Puvalowski, Anne 137 
Cinert, Lois 28 Maloney, Sherry 120 Seidel, Jerry 225 
    Manuel, Alex 329     
Edwards, Joel 530     Stastny, Jane 1 
Engle, Beth 155     Strong, Lin 122 
Goodman, Joan 71 Mulkerin, Diane 148 Tan, Allan 8 
Hall, Julie 127 Nax, Suki 35 Tirzmalis, Sue 20 
Hampton, Renee 1 Nelson, Bil 340 Titterton, George 96 
High, C & J 899 Nelson, Synda 260 Tomaszewski, Larry 197 
Hodgkins, David 122 Nies, Ann 15 Tribble, Allison 37 
Johnson, Carolyn 15 O'Rourke, Kevin 16 Vrabel, Ken 200 
Jost, Peter 17 Obayashi, Derek 35 Wallace, Dottie 30 
Kotowski, Anne  69 Ortega, Norine 5 Wheatley, Wade 10 
Larsson, Gregor 68 Perry, Kay 288 Younghale, B & H 60 
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Membership Renewals  
By George Titterton 

 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME!!  

Everyone, it’s time to do your part!!! 
 

     Ok, so it’s freezing cold out and the best thing 
going are my orchids coming into flower, receiving 
the monthly IOS newsletter, and my orchid 
publications. (So much for New Year’s Eve 
resolutions!)  
 
     It’s such a private joy seeing the spikes start on 
my Phragmipedium, Paphiopedilum, and 
Bulbophyllum!!!  And the Catt’s are acting up. 
Believe me, when the spikes start to appear I always 
wonder. What did I do right to make this occur??  
Then again, some plants have been slowly 
developing from seedlings for a long time and are 
finally large enough to flower!  A friend has a rock 
with Patience carved into it which reminds me of what 
an important key this attribute is to growing orchids. 
 
     OUR LAST MEETING WAS A BIT HECHTIC FOR 
ME.   I was not as prepared for everyone and their 
requests for new badges. Upon my return home that 
day, I discovered my stash of badges. Now, I am all 

set for this coming meeting.  I’m Sorry if 
anyone was put out by my running out 
of badges that day.  PLEASE, bring your 
renewal money to the meeting or mail 
me in advance so I can mail you your 
badges.  I update our mailing list 
information and keep track of everyone.  IF YOU 
ARE NOT RENEWED BY THE END OF THE 
SPRING SHOW, you will stop receiving the IOS 
newsletter.  
 
     We want to produce and distribute a timely 
accurate membership list also.  Please help and 
renew as quickly as possible.  Our membership 
wants to keep in touch with each other.   
 
Please send your dues to: 
George Titterton 
1068 West Catalpa, #K3 
Chicago, IL 60640 
 
  Thanks all,  
       
   ~ George 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cymbidium Enzan Dream ‘Enzan’ 
Grower:  Sue Golan 

Photo by:  Katie Payeur 

Cymbidium ‘Da Mo’ 
Grower:  Beth Engle 

Photo by:  Katie Payeur 

Aerangis luteo alba var rhodosticta 
Grower:  Derek Obayashi 
Photo by:  Katie Payeur 
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Home Show Report 
By Rose Matchen, Home Show Chair

     Nothing like January in the Midwest! As I write this 
article the daytime high is a balmy 12 degrees, 
certainly not what it was like just a few days ago - 45! 
I’ve lived in the Midwest all my life and there’s no 
getting used to the ups & downs!  There is something 
to look forward to though - as the season progresses 
and we reach the end of January, winter is half over! 
 
     Didn’t we have a great meeting last month?! Lots 
of new faces, LOTS of beautiful plants for judging 
and of course the opportunity to take some new ones 
home! Our guest presenter was Jason Fischer, we’ve 
had a few failed attempts in the past, from what I’ve 
heard, but persistence prevails (Thanks Anne!) and it 
was worth the wait! I sure did pick up some good tips 
to try with my Phragmipedium! 
 
     I put out a cry for help in setting up the upcoming 
spring show and I was so surprised and GRATEFUL 
to have several members volunteer, old & new!!! 
THANK YOU Sherri, Cleo, Cindy and Joan!!!   The 
next void we need to work on is unloading on Friday, 
April 5th. Vendors have criticized us for lack of help in 
unloading & getting their plants & product to the 
vendor’s sales & display area. An orchid show is not 
much of a show without vendors. Last year being our 

60th anniversary show, we struggled to 
have a few volunteers out there at all 
times & the vendors were pleasantly 
surprised and everyone started out on 
such a good note, it was really a lot of 
fun!  
 
     Can we show them and do it 2 years in a row?  
The bulk of our vendors are arriving between Noon 
and 3:00 pm, so check your calendar, put in for a 
personal day or call in sick, and come on over and 
lend a hand! AND you’re coming anyway to drop off 
plants for the IOS display right? Go to the website – 
www.IOSOC.com to sign up. If you’re having any 
specific problems, let me know, we’re always looking 
for ways to improve, but can’t do it without your input.  
 
     I’m just finishing up with the purchase of some 
NICE special awards.  You’ll want a shot at one or 
more of them! New members, there is a special 
award for anyone who joined the IOS since the fall 
2012 show! 
 
     Stay warm!                                   
    ~ Rose 

 
Plant Sales 

By Ellen Powell, Plant Sales Coordinator

Plant Show Volunteers 
Team 

Reliable, Faithful 
Selling, Instructing, Packaging 

Are the Very Best 
                                                                   Friends 
  
      It's Spring (almost)!  That means it’s time to 
prepare for the Spring Orchid Show.  And that 
means, we are need of volunteers.  
 
     First and foremost we need your orchids to sell.  
Spruce them up, remove those bugs, take photos, 
and prepare those sales tags in triplicate. Attach the 
photo, keep one of the tags, and attach the other two 
to the plant.  Make money. 
 
     Second and maybe even more important, we 
need volunteers to help sell those orchids.  That's 
you, you, and you.  Anyone can volunteer.  Few rules 
apply.  When you sell the orchid, be sure to put one 
tag in the plastic container.  It's the only way Tim 
knows who to pay.  Please note, we cannot lower the 
price of the orchid at the sales table.  Only the seller 
can do that.  Encourage new buyers to become 

members of the society.  Provide culture sheets.  
Make new friends.  There are 2 hour time slots both 
Saturday and Sunday.  We need at least 3 volunteers 
per slot.  PLEASE consider volunteering.  Talk with 
me. 
 
     Third, we need plastic and paper bags and boxes.  
Easy, I understand Whole Foods and Sunset Foods 
graciously donates bags.   
 
     And finally fourth, don't leave your plastic credit 
card or cash at home.  All those lovely orchids need a 
new home.  There's at least one with your name on it.  
That orchid you cannot live without.   
 
     Thank you so much. 
  

 
 

~ Ellen 
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Orchid Conservation in Illinois – How YOU can help!   
Kathleen Marie Garness, IOS Board Director  

Orchid Conservation in Illinois – how you can help!  
 
     We know that the orchid family is one of the, if not THE, largest plant families in the world. And its 
diversity is dazzling. But if future generations are to enjoy them as much as we do now, we need to 
take a look at how we can help them today. Certainly, donating funds for orchid conservation 
research is useful. Supporting agencies such as Conservation International, The Nature 
Conservancy, Audubon, and others dedicated to land preservation and advocacy is another avenue. 
But were you aware that there is much we can do right here in our state, even within the Chicago region? 
 
     Did you know that almost 50 species of native orchids have found their home here in Illinois? And that at least 
one-fourth of those are now extirpated? Another one-fourth is in serious need of our help, or they may be lost in 
coming years too! 
 
     Organizations such as our corporate host, the Chicago Botanic Garden, are working hard to monitor rare 
species including native orchids. Collecting data on population size, floristic associate species, threats from 
invasive non-native plant populations, trampling or unauthorized ATV or trail use, is an important part of their 
research. If that feels daunting, not to worry – they will offer a six-hour training session, from 9:30am to 3:00pm, in 
three different sites this year and all supplies are provided for your fieldwork: 

 
Sunday, April 7  Forest Preserve District of Cook County  

Volunteer Resource Center, Edgebrook (Chicago), Cook County, IL  
 

Saturday, April 13  Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie  
Visitor Center, Wilmington, Will County, IL  

 
Wednesday, April 24 Chicago Botanic Garden  

Plant Conservation Science Center, Glencoe, Cook County, IL  
 

     Registration is required.  A confirmation will be sent after registration and directions will follow shortly before 
workshop date. Visit www.plantsofconcern.org  to register on-line after February 1 st, or please contact Rachel 
Goad, POC Research Assistant: rgoad@chicagobotanic.org      (Office) 847-835-6856. 
(For more information, check out www.plantsofconcern.org  ) 
 
     That sounds like too much commitment for a busy person like you? Volunteering just a couple of hours a month, 
or even a few hours a year, at one of our nature preserves is another wonderful way to get outside, meet some 
wonderful folks who are passionate about nature, get some fresh air and exercise, and make an immediate 
difference for our native orchids. Depending on the season you might be lopping brush or pulling non-native 
invasive plants such garlic mustard or sweet white clover. Everyone’s efforts, together, work to make our native 
habitats much more orchid-friendly. (Ask me how I know next time you see me! �  ) 
 
     Here are some websites to get you started on your volunteer adventure: 
Cook County: http://www.fpdccvolunteers.org/  
DuPage County: http://www.dupageforest.com/GetInvolved/Volunteer/Natural_Resource_Management.html  
Will County: http://www.reconnectwithnature.org/about-us/volunteer/opportunities  
Lake County: http://www.lcfpd.org/conservation/index.cfm?fuseaction=conservation.viewRestoration  
McHenry County: http://www.mccdistrict.org/web/ge-workdays.htm  
 
     That’s enough pep talk for now – next time we’ll talk more about the science of natural areas restoration and 
how orchid populations can be positively impacted by restoration activities. 
 
     ~ Kathleen Marie Garness, steward, Grainger Woods, Mettawa, IL 
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Orchid Hunting in FL, or Credit Card Gone Wild! 
By Beth Engle, Assistant Secretary, Orchid Opus Editor 
 
     If you are envisioning steamy swamps or anything 
else steamy from the above title, forget it.  But in line 
with Victor’s article this month, I thought I might share 
a little of my recent business/vacation trip to Florida 
and the orchids I encountered there… 
 
      I usually have to go to Miami in January for a 
business trip.  For the past two years, I have been 
kicking myself for not setting up my travel properly to 
take advantage of the Fort Lauderdale orchid show 
that is held at about the same time as my business 
travel.  So finally, I planned it better this year and 
made arrangements for me to be in Fort Lauderdale 
to attend the Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society’s 
‘Orchid Affair’.   
      
     It was really interesting to see the differences in 
their show vs. the IOS’s spring show, and to be able 
to see some vendors and plants that I haven’t seen 
before.  It you are interested in the Fort Lauderdale 
Orchid Society, their web site is:  http://www.flos.org/.   
 
     While not the big show that the Tamiami Orchid 
Festival (later in January) is reported to be, 
(http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com), the FLOS show is 
pretty great.  The displays there are bigger than our 
vendors displays tend to be, but then many of them 
come from around Florida, which makes hauling 
flowering plants, that much easier.  But they did have 
vendors from California and Hawaii.  E.F.G. orchids 
were there as well (formerly from the Chicagoland 
area and cousins to Hausermann’s:  
http://www.efgorchids.com).  I bought a Macodes 
petula from them; gona’ try not to kill another one!   
 
     Like our show requirements, all the vendors are 
required to put up a display.  Another reason that the 
vendors can put up a larger display is that there is 
liberal use of foliage plants around the displays, and 
used as a backdrop.  Homestead FL is not that far 
away, and that is where a number of growers 
produce the foliage plants you see for sale.   
 
     The FLOS doesn’t seem to put up a regular 
display per se, though members do bring in plants for 
judging, and there is a small display of orchids that 
members bring in.   The Society also sells copies of 
their current Show poster, and they had past copies 
also for sale.  There is no member’s plants sales 
table, perhaps not to compete with their vendors?  I 
don’t know, and I didn’t think to ask if they have more 
than one show in a year…. 
 
Interestingly, every vendor has to put a sticker on 
sold plants and supplies, and the Society has 
members at the doors checking any plants etc., 
leaving to be sure the sticker is applied.  I had to go 
back to E.F.G. to get a sticker...  �  

 
I had flown in on Saturday 
morning to see the show, and 
went back on Sunday to take 
pictures, and hey, check out the 
plants for sale again.  Not that I 
hadn’t already done some credit card damage on 
Saturday!  But you how it goes…. 
 
     Some comments about the FLOS show: 
 

1. Skip the $6.00 bucks for parking right by the 
show and park in a close commercial lot and 
walk to the show.  Yes, this makes me 
cheap, but hey, more money for plants. 

2. There is an entry fee to get into the show.  
Print a coupon in advance from the FLOS 
web site and save a couple of bucks for more 
plants. 

3. Plan on having some extra room in a 
suitcase or bring along something extra to 
get the plants home in.  I brought a duffle bag 
big enough for both my purse and plants. 
(Some airlines are really strict on that ‘One 
carry-on and one personal item’ policy.  It is 
now to the point where many times I have to 
check my computer roller bag at the gate 
because of everyone has roller bags, and 
very full flights). 

4. You could also fly into Miami Int. Airport and 
drive to Fort Lauderdale.  For this trip, I 
wanted to try the Fort Lauderdale airport.  I 
have been flying into Miami, but am not fond 
of it ( Very large), and I did find the size of 
the F. L airport easier to traverse.   

 
On Sunday afternoon, I took a trip down to R. F. 
Orchids down in Homestead.  The drive is about an 
hour or so from Fort Lauderdale.  This is a good stop 
if you are interested in Vanda or Ascocenda, or the 
combination of the two.  They have large mature 
plants available for sale, as well as seedling crosses.  
They label the plants so you know what the cross is 
and what colors to expect, but of course with 
seedlings, surprises happen.  R. F. Orchids web site 
is:  http://rforchids.com .  They also sell some other 
species, and also have flasks of some of their 
crosses for sale.  
 
     Yes, I did do some work on this trip and part of the 
next week was taken up with this…  But then 
Wednesday rolled around, and it was time for some 
vacation.  So off to Tampa I flew.  My father lives an 
hour or so north of Tampa and that was to be my 
next destination. 
 
     While with my father, I took some time and went 
out to another orchid grower about an hour away.  
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Susanne Farnsworth is in Weirsdale FL (352-821-
2147, sorry no website for now).  She has a very 
eclectic group of plants available, and her 
greenhouse overlooks a beautiful lake.  Many of them 
are mounted; about 1/3 of her collection.  
Phalaenopsis, Oncidium, Tolumnia, Vanda, even 
some pouched orchids are available from her.  Many 
of the plants were originally from growers across the 
country.  I even saw some of our own Oak Hill 
Gardens tags (I just had to get a Vandaopsis).  I had 
a great time visiting with her, and again the plastic 
card was a bit lighter when driving away from her 
greenhouse.  Fortunately, I kept in mind the damage 
done at the FLOS show, so constrained myself.  Got 
to think about getting all my purchases safely home, 
don’t you know… 
 
     One stop I wasn’t able to make this year was to 
Goodwin Orchids, in Leesburg FL, about 45 minutes 
from my father’s house www.goodwinorchids.com.  
This is another grower that specializes in Vanda and 
Ascocenda.  You should see their roots!  I’ve been 
there twice before, but the timing just didn’t work out 
this year, though I did try.  Probably just as well, as I 
was nearly tapped out in the room department for 
taking plants back home.   
 

     Lest you think that this trip was all fun and no 
work, there were days on my ‘vacation’ that were 
mostly computer work for work.  ‘Have laptop, will 
travel’ is the name of my game.  I also made one 
business stop on my way back north to Chicago, and 
in a visited a company vendor outside of Pensacola 
FL.  So a ‘little work, a little play’ took place.  Is this 
what they mean by work/life balance?? 
 
     And I am happy to report that all of the plants 
were passed though by the TSA without issue on my 
flights, (Of course the obligatory love note from the 
TSA in my suitcase indicates they either were 
concerned by those Chinese Cymbidium packed in 
there or the honey I brought back with me; maybe 
both!). 
 
    And, it appears for now, that I did a good enough 
job in packing up my plants for their travels to the 
cold north that they seem to have gotten through the 
16 degree temperature that awaited my upon my 
return to Chicago.  HELLO CHICAGO! 
 
Best wishes on your own Orchid adventure! 
 

~ Beth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examples of members displays at the FLOS show 
Greenhouse Orchids display “Orchid Falls” with a 

waterfall in the display 

“Orchids…An International Affair” by Plantio La 
Orchidea at the FLOS show 
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IOS Essay Contest 2013….Write?  Right!
By Beth Engle, Assistant Secretary, Orchid Opus Editor 
 
So, how far are you on your entry for our 2nd annual writing contest?  Did hear that correctly…You haven’t started 
yet?  ������ !  Holy Ballpoint, Batman!  Time to break out that new keyboard you received for the Holidays!  

 
The days are getting longer, and we are a month closer to the due date.  It will be here before you know it.  Does it 
help to know that I am not a judge?  All entries go to the judges blind.  They don’t know who wrote what article.  
That is only revealed when the winning essays are announced.  Get started now, so that there is no blind panic on 
3/31/2013.  Do you have writing anxiety?  Do what I do, and allow ‘Stream of Consciousness’ to be your friend.  
Just start typing, and clean up afterwards….. 
 
Here are the ‘rules of engagement’ for the contest:   

·  Topic of the Essay:  My Orchid collection 
is… 

·  The essay must be an original, unpublished 
essay (prose only). 

·  The contest is open to all persons.  

·  Due date for all submissions is by 
4/1/2013 11:50 p.m.   

·  No submissions will be accepted later 
than 4/1/2013 11:51 p.m.   

·  Submissions must be a minimum of 500 
words, and no more than 5,000 words, in 
length.  

·  Manuscripts must be submitted in English, in 
a Microsoft Word format, and must be e-
mailed to iosoceditor@gmail.com 

·  Submissions will be judged without 
knowledge of the identity of the author. The 
decisions of the judges’ are final.  

·  rtwork is not necessary for entering this 
competition, but will be published with 
winning essay, if possible.  

·  Published entries will not be eligible for 
consideration in subsequent contests.       

·  Winners will be announced at the June 2013 
meeting.   

·  Winning essays to be published in 
subsequent editions of the IOS ‘Orchid 
Opus’.   

·  Winners will be paid via check after the June 
meeting:   

o 1st Place:   $50.00 
o 2nd Place:  $25.00 
o 3rd Place:   $25.00  

 
So, while you are waiting for your orchids to drain 
after watering, get to typin’!  �  
    ~ Beth 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two copies of the Orchid Digest magazine were brough t to January's meeting for the members to pe ruse.  At the 
end of the meeting they were missing.  If anyone in advertently took them home, please return them to T im Legant 
at the February meeting.  They are the Society's pr operty and meant to be enjoyed by all.  Thanks!  

Paphiopedilum gratrixianum 
Grower:  Gregor Larsson 
Photo by:  Katie Payeur 

Paphiopedilum Paph Helenae x 
Pacific Shamrock 

Grower:  Larry Tomaszewski 
Photo by:  Katie Payeur 
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HELP WANTED 
 

The IOS needs your skills! We are looking for interested parties to help in the following positions which will vary on 
time demands. Please contact the indicated board member for more info or to volunteer.  
 
Children's Table Supervisor/Assistant  
Person(s) needed to interact with the kids, hand out 
supplies, etc. during show hours. The IOS furnishes 
supplies. If you enjoy working with children & seeing 
how creative they can be, this is for you!  
Contact Kathy Garness:  708-366-7584 or 
kmgfinearts@comcast.net. 
 
Hospitality Co-Chair / Assistants  
A chairperson & assistants are needed to accept & 
organize donations, set up & man the hospitality 
room to feed judges & volunteers during our shows, 2 
weekends a year.   
Contact Joni Kurtenbach:  denjck@gmail.com. 
 
Librarian  
Compile list of books available for the general 
membership, keep it updated. Bring or pick up books 
at meetings, keep track of who checked out what 
material, etc.  
Contact Victor Lentini:  773-763-6363 or 
f1orchid@me.com  
 
 
 

Membership Committee  
Assist with development and expansion of the IOS 
membership.  Computer skills required 
Contact Victor Lentini:  773-763-6363 or 
f1orchid@me.com  
 
Public Relations  
Do you have knowledge, experience & contacts on 
how to promote our shows & obtain sponsors in this 
ever changing world of advertising?   We need you!  
Contact Victor Lentini:  773-763-6363 or 
f1orchid@me.com 
 
Show co-chair / assistant  
Learn the ins & outs of running an orchid show by 
assisting the show chair through various tasks before 
& during the show.   
Contact Rose Matchen:  847-587-6525 or 
goldrosey@att.net 
 
Ways & Means Committee  
Help plan and support the Society’s fundraising 
activities.   
Contact Anne Nies: 630-595-1891 or 
anneknies@me.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANT OF MONTH 
Paphiopedilum venustum 'Bloomin Fool' 

Grower:  Jerry Seidel 
Photo by:  Katie Payeur 

Ed. note:  Call me crazy, but does anyone 
else see a resemblance to Tigger© here?  

This plant just looks so HAPPY!  

Potinara ‘Kago's Scarlet’ 
Grower:  Lin Strong 

Photo by:  Katie Payeur 
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From the American Orchid Society

     AOS Orchids online!  Orchids magazine is now available online.  All AOS members are able to access the digital 
magazine by logging on to the AOS website using their current user name and password; then click on the link to 
view the magazine. It is portable; it may be download each month and available to read offline.  It may be printed – 
as many pages as needed.  No more waiting on the mail to see the new magazine each month.  Each month will be 
readily available before the print copy is mailed. 
  
      If you are not a member of AOS, we invite you to join us. For the cost of a domestic membership ($65 per year) 
in the AOS you will receive the digital version no matter where you are.  Remember, one years’ membership 
includes the twelve magazines per year, access to the members’ only section of the website, free or discounted 
admission to more than 200 botanical gardens and arboreta, the annual Orchid Source Directory, discounts at 
select orchid vendors and back issues of AOS publications as well as being part of a worldwide orchid community 
who share your passion for orchids.  For exact cost of digital and print memberships, check the website at 
www.aos.org.  Non US delivery of magazines may be part of your subscription basically for the additional cost of 
mailing.  
 
      $50,000 for Orchid Research:  The AOS is soliciting its members and the general public for practical or 
applied orchid research ideas that could be immediately used by hobbyists and commercial growers.  The ideas will 
be reviewed and the winners will become proposals to be sent to various universities or institutions of higher 
learning.  The AOS has received this generous donation that will be used to fund the research at the institution(s) 
submitting the proposal(s).  Send your ideas to ideas@aos.org.  No idea is too “far out.”  Please note, however, that 
submitting the idea to the AOS does not qualify for any of the research grant.  The grants will be disbursed only to 
established research institutions.   
 
      AOS in San Diego – March 21-23, 2013 The Spring Members’ and Trustees’ meetings will be held in 
conjunction with the San Diego County Orchid Show being held March 21-23, 2013 at the Scottish Rite Temple in 
San Diego, California.  Join the AOS to attend the meetings, its traditional banquet, auction, elections and 
reorganization meeting by registering at www.aos.org.  The registration fee for AOS attendees includes admission 
into the show for the weekend.  Speaker and vendor information may be found on the society website at 
www.sdorchids.com .   
 
 Lynn Fuller, Chair 
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANT OF MONTH 
Dendrobium aphyllum var latifolium 

 Grower:  Chuck and Jane High 
Photo by:  Katie Payeur 

PLANT OF MONTH 
Phaiocalanthe Kryptonite 

'Bloodbath’  
Grower:  Sue Golan 

Photo by:  Katie Payeur 
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Officers and Board Members 
 

Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until June 30):  
President  Victor Lentini 773-763-6363    f1orchid@me.com 
1st Vice President (Meetings/speakers) Anne Puvalowski 224-699-9021    apuvalow@hotmail.com 
2nd Vice President (Home Show Chair) Rose Matchen 847-587-6525    goldrosey@att.net 
3rd Vice President (Away show chair) Diane Mulkerin 312-742-2376    iosawaychair@gmail.com 
Secretary (Recorder) Justine Bricheno 773-244-9488    justinebricheno@yahoo.com 
Asst. Secretary (Newsletter Editor) Beth Engle 815-886-4953    IOSOCeditor@gmail.com 
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Timothy Legant 773-266-3432    thl@speakeasy.net 
Asst. Treasurer  (Membership/ Dues) George Titterton 773-989-9044    getinteriors@juno.com 
Immediate Past President  Loren Pollock 847-219-0718    b_rand@yahoo.com 
Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th e year shown):  

Joe Dixler  2013 847-432-7708     jmd@dixler.net 
Joan Goodman 2013 847-470-0469     joangoodman2002@yahoo.com 
Ron Payeur 2014  574-247-1065    rpkpbp@earthlink.net  

Open 2014        

Katie Payeur 2015 574-247-1065    rpkpbp@earthlink.net 

Ellen Powell 2015 847-249-2120    orchidlover5708@att.net 

Kathleen Garness 2016 708-366-7584    kmgfinearts@comcast.net 

Anne Nies (Technical Director) 2016 630-595-1891    anneknies@me.com 
 
 
 
 
 
IOS Affiliations 

http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org 
 

 
 
 

http://www.orchiddigest.com

 
http://www.aos.org 
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Support Our Sponsors! 
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