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IOS Meetings and Show Dates

Generally, meetings at CBG follow the following schedule:

11:00 a.m. Meet & Greet

11:30 a.m. Mentors meeting

12:30 p.m. Judging starts

12:30 p.m. Monthly workshop

Short Business Meeting

1:15 p.m. approx., Speaker begins

Schedule is subject to change as needed.

Please note: There is to be no recording or
videotaping of our meetings or guest speakers without
the express written approval by the lllinois Orchid

Society.

June 9" Natt’s Orchids, Naperville, IL
Winners of annual growers contest to be
announced.

No judging or member plant sales at this
event.

http://www.nattsorchids.com/

July 14™ Chicago Botanic Gardens
Workshop: Mary Vreugdenhil, ‘Making a flower
arrangement with Orchid Plants’

Speaker: Melissa McCormick, Smithsonian
Environmental Research Centelt takes a
whole ecosystem: Why our native orchids are
so difficult to grow’

August, To Be Announced

Orchid Events

6/8/2013 11" Orchid Digest Speakers Day
San Marino, CA
http://www.orchiddigest.org/orchid-digest-
speaker-day-ad.html

7/28/2013 25™ Annual Central lowa Speakers
Day

Johnston, IA
http://www.c-we.com/cios/ciosspk.htm

9/20 — 9/22, 2103 Chicagoland Orchidfest
Johnston, 1A
http://www.chicagolandorchidfest.com/

President's Message

Victor Lentini, IOS President

Back in February | suggested you
take a vacation involving orchids. Go
ahead, give it a try. Well, | had a
once in a lifetime opportunity to do so |}
just this past month. That's why | —
wasn't at the May meeting, which | heard went
fantastically.

While at the MAOC conference in October, | had
a conversation with Tom Mirenda, the orchid
collection specialist of the Smithsonian Institute in
Washington D.C. and an AOS accredited judge,
about a trip he was planning. He asked if | would be
interested in a trip to Sicily to see the native orchids
there. | was like either, ‘Hmm... or Duh!” Regard-
less, being of Sicilian heritage and having a love for
orchids, it just seemed obvious and something |
hadn’'t even thought of. So quickly, the *hell yeah’
kicked in once | convinced my employer | needed
more than a week of vacation. Believe it or not, that
was a huge hurdle.

The trip started on my flight on April 26" landing
the 27" in Catania, Sicily. The entire trip was 10
days. | vacationed in Sicily back in 1999, and then as
now, don't speak much Italian. Sure, | know some
words, and depended on plenty of mime and
charades to get me by. Along with Tom, there were
17 others people on this expedition to find the Native
Orchids Of Sicily. At least half of them were
horticulturists or professional gardeners. Our group
included folks from the UK, Canada and the US.

We stayed in two locations throughout the trip.
The first was a beautiful villa near Taormina called Le
case del Principe. It was set between the edge of
town and nearby mountains with Mt. Etna (active
volcano) only 35 miles as the magpie flies. The
weather here was beautiful sunny days from 73F -
83F with nights dipping to around 60F. On our fir st
night we were greeted with a treat. Mt. Etna was
erupting for the 13" time this year and locals say it
was the most intense. We could easily see the red
lava flow from our villa and could hear the rumbles.
Trippy! What's more is you'd feel these things hitting
you in the face and head (it was dark). It felt like bugs
crashing into you. That was the ash which you could
easily see the next morning on the ground. We were



so excited to experience this. That was the only time
it erupted during our trip.

Each day began with about an 8:00 am start. We
had three vehicles, two multi passenger vans and
one car. | drove 95% of the time. My driving wasn’t
planned but when you can drive mountainous roads,
and work a manual transmission, ‘Please step aside.
I've got this’. Two in our team, Mike and Barry from
the UK, have been through many of these locations
before; however, this is needle in a haystack type
find. We were on mountainous and rural roads, often
twisted about in small towns. Though they had the
areas mapped, Mike and Barry did have us doing U-
turns, back down that different road or, ‘How did we
all end up in this dead end together'?? In their
defense, despite having approximate coordinates, it
still required some pulling over and looking through
brush, forest or woods with an occasional cow, horse
or cliff. It's not that easy when you're in total
wilderness in an unfamiliar country. It made for some
good comedy though. Each day started around 8
:00 am till about 7:00 pm and anywhere from 60 to
120 miles of driving from our first villa.

Let’s get to the flowers, huh? You need to know,
this is basically a 2-3 week window of when you can
actually find and see these orchids as well as many
other wildflowers. Like our spring with crocus,
daffodils, tulips, magnolia’s or lilac’s there only
around for a few weeks blooming and they’re done.
‘See you next year.” Kudos to the team for the great
job of scheduling, because we saw nearly 40
species; though a few were already fading and would
be done with any flowering within days. And all but 3
or 4 aren'’t very visible until you were nearly on top of
them. Many of the flowers in the Ophrys and Orchis
genus are only about an inch in diameter. Many
colors muted or blended with the greenery
surrounding it. Once you become attuned to what you
are looking for it became much easier to see. I've
included a few of my photos from this region. | am
writing a formal presentation to present to the 10S
soon. There I'll be able to elaborate further with
locations, photos and historic places.

After 5 days we moved from the eastern coastal
side of the island to the interior western side in a
more rugged, remote and mountainous terrain. We
were split up into two nearby lodges due to our group
size. The quite incredible family run Sant’agata
location prepared endless food courses that were
stellar. | guess | don't have to highlight that all the
food, cappuccino’s, espressos, cannoli’'s and wine
were simply A+ everywhere. No, really! The Sicilian
cuisine leans on fish heavy and rightfully so being an
island in the Mediterranean. This location is a slightly
different climate. The mornings were always cooler
and cloudy as the low clouds and misty mornings
burned off to sunshine by 10:00 am and about 5
degrees on average cooler than our last locale. It
definitely produces a different climate for plants. In
this region we didn’'t have to travel nearly as far per
day for discoveries. We were a lot closer to many of
the source sites.

On the first part of the trip, we were in more wide
open spaces, hillsides, roadsides, some wooded
areas. This phase we're a bit more wooded and
slightly more elevated with a lot more limestone
throughout. We mingled with cows and horses on
some sites. Most of the pollinators were obviously
flying insects: bees as well as beetles. The Ophrys
genus is known as the bee orchid. From above, they
do look like flying bees. I'm so fascinated and
astounded by the mimicry these plants have evolved
to attract pollinators.

| could go on forever but I'll save some for the
presentation. This was a lifetime experience for me.
I've learned a great deal from the enthusiasts | was
with and also the field study, location and
environment in which they flourish naturally. So
rewarding.

Arrivederci!

~ Victor

©3vict;)r lentini



View from the Speaker’s Chair

Anne Puvalowski, 1% Vice President and Program Chairperson

| love blue. It is the rallying cry of my alma mater
(as in Go Blue!), the color of stunning Caribbean
waters, my son’s eyes, many of the walls in my
house and the color of calm. After our presentation
on Blue Orchids from Alex Challis of New World
Orchids last month, | (too late) realized that if you are
new to the orchid world you may not understand what
all the fuss is about.

Maybe you caught yourself wondering, “Blue
orchids? What's next — a presentation on white
orchids?” The reason is that orchid lovers love the
unusual, and as far as colors go, blue is kind of the
holy grail of orchid colors. To give you a bit of
perspective, when | first started collecting orchids |
overheard a remark by another grower over a “blue”
orchid that really was more like purple. He said, “We
want blue because it doesn't exist!” Well, as Alex did
a thorough job of proving, blue does exist but some
blues are bluer than others.

Ok, enough with the blues. Thank you to everyone
who came out to our meeting and agreed to sit inside
on such a gorgeous day to attend! It was truly a
perfect day to be at the CBG and | hope you got a
chance to enjoy the spring flowers that were in
perfect bloom also. Hopefully you didn’t have to park
in the back 40, as | think everyone else in Chicago
also thought it was a great day to visit! Thank you to
Joanna for preparing coffee and to Joe for hosting
our Mentor’s meeting, and also to Beth for an
outstanding presentation on mounting orchids! An
extra thank you to Beth for her donations of mounts
and mounted plants to our raffle table! Your support
of the raffle is always greatly appreciated and last
month those who bought tickets were usually multiple

winners! Thank you to everyone
who brought goodies for the
hospitality table too!

This month we are convening at =
Natt's for our annual spending spree, er, field trip.
Home to many unusual and always super-healthy
plants, get there early before our comrades swoop
down and show up at the cash register with boxes
stuffed with things you really wanted. I'm planning to
arrive late because | can't afford to arrive early.
Whatever time you get there, Natt’s always has great
specials for our group and delicious food prepared by
Anchalee herself! Just make sure not to load your
purchases in the car until you are ready to leave, as
you hot car could win the record for killing an orchid
(or a whole box full) in the shortest time possible.

Remember, no plant judging and no member plant
sales. I'm particularly bummed that there is no plant
judging this month because | actually had something
impressive (by my growing standards) in bloom — Blc.
Richard Mueller with eight spikes! Too bad it won't
last until July.

In July we will be back at the Chicago Botanic
Garden for a much-anticipated presentation by
Melissa McCormick on her research into the role of
mycorrhizal fungi in orchid culture. | know that
sounds daunting, but good presenters always do a
great job of demystifying complex topics.

See you all at Natt's!

Anne

Aerides rubescens
Grower: Jane and Chuck High
Photo by: Lois Cinert




Home Show Report

By Rose Matchen, Home Show Chair

Summertime, summertime, sum, sum
summertime is upon us!

Last month when | wrote my report we had
receding flood waters, now my rain barrels need
water! Speaking of water..... good, clean water our
orchids will LOVE, how’s your supply? With the
temperatures rising they will need more! Some of you
will be moving plants outdoors for the summer, have
adequate shading and watch for the bugs!

Hope everyone had a good & safe Memorial Day
weekend. This marks the start of party time! And our
next party meeting is at Natt's! | must admit, |1 don’t
always make it but this year will be different, I'll make
the almost 2 hour trip and join in the celebration,
hope you will too!

One of the biggest reason’s in joining an orchid
club is to LEARN and that we do! What happens
between months? Do you have another source for
learning? | belong to an online forum, SlipperTalk.

Yes | have a weakness for slippers
but of course being an addict, it
extends to other orchids as well. I've
been a member for years and have
learned TONS! There are some
excellent growers, hybridizers,
photographers and just a gosh darn
nice group of people!

Don’t be afraid to mention a forum you belong to,
what do you like about it, what don’t you like? It’s all
about SHARING. A recent topic we've been
discussing is the decline of the AOS. We forget that
the AOS is an orchid society, just like the 10S, but on
a national level and has very similar struggles as we
do because it, too, relies on volunteers. What if half
of the orchid societies volunteered to do a task for the
AOS; where might that take it?

~ Rose

Coelogyne ochracea
Plant of the Month
Grower: Joe Dixler

Photo by: Lois Cinert

Psychopsis papilio v. aurea
Grower: Sherry Maloney
Photo by: Lois Cinert




Very Well

By Lois Cinert, Awards Committee Chairman

That's what we did. For the contest year ending
this month, we earned a total of 9,499 points at 9
monthly meetings, 6 away shows, 2 10S shows, and
AOS judging at the Chicago Judging Center. We
brought 764 plants to the meetings, and 532 plants to
the shows.

We appreciate every bit of effort it took for you to
bring your plants. We know it isn’t always easy to get
them ready and make the effort; there are lots of
things in our busy lives that get in the way of enjoying
our orchids, and sharing them with other growers.
Thank you.

Sue Golan and Jane & Charles High made it to
every meeting, and sent plants to every show.
Bravo! Joel Edwards, Sherry Maloney, Diane
Mulkerin and Anne Kotowski made most of the
events. Many of you only brought plants to one or
two meetings, or only to the shows. Thank you for

One of the objectives of the
society is to teach. We teach each
other with our orchids, and we learn
from each other. If you ever want a
long answer, ask an orchid grower )
how he grows his plants. But that’s good; that’s why
we’re here, to teach and learn. Please keep bringing
your plants to our meetings, and if you haven't yet,
start sending them to the away shows, too.

Awards for your efforts will be given at the July
meeting. There will be NO PLANT JUDGING in
June, at Natt’s. Judges need to rest, too. We will
start up again in July. Time to get those babies
outside to enjoy the light, humidity, fresh air and rain
of summer.

See you, and your plants, in July for the start of the
next points contest.

that. We need every plant that you bring. We all Thank you all.
learn from every flower that’s on the table, or in the
display.
~ Lois
Current Points for 2012-2013
Total Total Total
Location Name Pts. Name Pts. Name Pts.

Greenhouse

Windowsills
/Lights




Thanks for the memories!

By Beth Engle, Asst. Secretary

Where have the past three years gone? There
were times where it seemed the time crawled, and
now it seems to have flown by!

Believe it or not, the time has come for me to write
my parting words, as | step down as the I0S
Assistant Secretary and the Orchid Opus Editor. |
hope you have enjoyed the results of the work that
has gone into providing you with the monthly Orchid
Opus and you found value in it. It has been my
privilege to serve the 10S as newsletter Editor for the
past three years. My apologies for any errors | have
made during my tenure. I've tried to have a fair mix
of humor and education during my tenure.

The newsletter is not a labor of love by one, but by
the many. Not only do many of the officers and
Board members make sure that the IOS organization
runs as smoothly as possible, many of them also take
the time to contribute an article each month for your
reading edification and pleasure. Not everyone is a
natural born writer, so | really appreciate the effort
that some have faced to provide content for the
newsletter on a regular basis. Thank you to all who
have contributed to our success over the past three
years. Thank you to Loren, Victor, Anne P., Lais,
Diane, Becky, Jeanne, George, Rose, Ellen and so
many others, for your contributions and efforts.

| would like to put a shout out to those who have
added color and beauty to the newsletter with the
addition of the stellar photographs provided by Katie
Payeur, Lois Cinert, Barry Lubin and others. As any
young child can tell you, text without the pictures just
isn't the same kind of fun! For those of you whose
plants have made it into the newsletter via
photographs, | hope you enjoyed their time in the
sun. Unfortunately, there has to be some room for
text as well, so not all pictures could be used. Keep
bringing your plants for monthly judging...you never
know who will turn up next in print.

Sophrolaeliocattleya Dream Catcher
'‘Orange Vision'
Grower: David Hodgkins
Photo by: Lois Cinert

THANK YOU to Loren Pollock for
not only providing content, but for
proof-reading the newsletter for me.
My errors took place when Loren
didn’'t have the opportunity to proof-
read, so | thank him for keeping me on the straight
and narrow when he could.

So while I look back with fondness to my time as
Editor, | also look ahead to my new role as Assistant
Treasurer, aka Membership Chair. | look forward to
the efforts and challenges for this new aspect of my
continued involvement with the IOS. Don't be
surprised if at some point | tap you on the shoulder to
help out.... And as turnabout is fair-play, | will soon
be responsible for writing a monthly column again,
and be edited in turn. No doubt, it will do my ego
good to have the red marker poke a few holes in it!

Making it all the easier for me to leave the Editor’s
role in good heart, is knowing that Kathleen Garness
will be taking over for me, and that the newsletter is
in good hands. Kathleen has been a contributor to
the newsletter, and has been
a director for some time. |
look forward, very much, to
see how Kathy makes the
Orchid Opus her own and
adds her stamp to future
editions. Please welcome
Kathy as she takes over this
new role.

Thanks again, and | will see you in August!

Beth




IOS Essay Contest 2013....And the Winners are....

By Beth Engle, Assistant Secretary, Orchid Opus Editor

"The best laid schemes o' mice an' men / Gang aft agley"

Roberts Burns may have had some insight into my life! | had planned on announcing the winners of the 2013
essay contest at Natt's. But then work interfered with my schedule, and | find that | will not be able to be at Natt's
on Sunday to make the announcement. My fall back was to have our up and coming Newsletter editor, Kathleen,
announce the winners at Natt's. But, unfortunately, Kathleen also has a prior engagement, so she won't be in
attendance either. So, my back-up / fall-back plan is to announce the winners here.

Thank you to everyone who participated. | hope that these essays will inspire you to your own literary efforts.
And just a reminder of what was won besides the ‘Thrill of Victory’:

1* Place: $50.00

2" Place: $25.00
3" Place: $25.00

A big thank you to the judges: Allison Klicek, my manager and a horticulturist and friend, Loren Pollock our
former President and friend, and Marge Couden, friend, teacher, and lover/collector of orchids.

You will be able to enjoy the winning essays in future editions of the Orchid Opus.

1% Place: Sherry Maloney
2" Place: Synda Nelson
3" Place: Anne Puvalowski

~ Beth

Lycaste lasioglossa
Grower: Alex Manuel
Photo by: Lois Cinert




HELP WANTED

The 10S needs your skills! We are looking for interested parties to help in the following positions which will vary on
time demands. Please contact the indicated board member for more info or to volunteer.

Children's Table Supervisor/Assistant

Person(s) needed to interact with the kids, hand out
supplies, etc. during show hours. The 10S furnishes
supplies. If you enjoy working with children and
seeing how creative they can be, this is for you!
Contact Kathy Garness: 708-366-7584 or
kmdfinearts@comcast.net.

Hospitality Co-Chair / Assistants

A chairperson and assistants are needed to accept
and organize donations, set up and man the
hospitality room to feed judges and volunteers during
our shows, 2 weekends a year.

Contact Joni Kurtenbach: denjck@agmail.com.

Librarian

Compile list of books available for the general
membership, keep it updated. Bring or pick up books
at meetings, keep track of who checked out what
material, etc.

Contact Victor Lentini: 773-763-6363 or
florchid@me.com

Membership Committee

Assist with development and expansion of the IOS
membership. Computer skills required

Contact Victor Lentini: 773-763-6363 or
florchid@me.com

Public Relations

Do you have knowledge, experience and contacts on
how to promote our shows and obtain sponsors in
this ever changing world of advertising? We need
you!

Contact Victor Lentini: 773-763-6363 or
florchid@me.com

Show co-chair / assistant

Learn the ins and outs of running an orchid show by
assisting the show chair through various tasks before
and during the show.

Contact Rose Matchen: 847-587-6525 or
goldrosey@att.net

Ways and Means Committee

Help plan and support the Society’s fundraising
activities.

Contact Anne Nies: 630-595-1891 or
anneknies@me.com

Cattleya ‘Jose Marti’
Lois Cinert
Photo by: Lois Cinert

Grower:

-8-







From the American Orchid Society

Updates from AOS Headquarters

Save the date — November 14-16, 2013 -- for the Fall Members and Trustees meetings to be held at the new
AOS home at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens in Coral Gables, Florida. Plans are underway for speakers and a
show. Having the fall meeting there provides us all perfect opportunity to visit Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden -
one of the top two tropical gardens in the world.

Changes to Orchids production. Jim Watson, the long-time editor of Orchids, has left due to budgetary
constraints of the AOS. Ron McHatton will be taking over Jim'’s editorial roles in conjunction with the Publications
Committee.

The Veitch Memorial Medal Recipients. Peter R. Furniss and Dr. Alec Pridgeon, Ph.D. were among Six
individuals honored with the The Veitch Memorial Medal by the Royal Horticulture Society. The Veitch Memorial
Medal may be awarded annually to persons of any nationality who have made an outstanding contribution to the
advancement of the art, science or practice of horticulture. For more information on the recipients and the award,
see the AOS website.

13" Supplemental Issue for 2013. The 2013 supplemental issue will be distributed with a Fall issue of
Orchids magazine and the topic is the genus Cattleya. Donations (however small - $2.00 minimum) are now being
accepted on the AOS website. The publication of these supplemental issues is underwritten entirely by
membership donations.

Lynn Fuller, Chair, AOS Affiliated Societies Committee

Dendrobium'Rainbow Dance’
Grower: Synda Nelson
Photo by: Lois Cinert
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2013 Chicagoland Orchid Festival

www.chicagolandorchidfest.com

Guest Growers / Schedule of Events
September 20-21-22  8:00 am — 5:00 pm Fri-Sat 10:00 am — 3:00 pm Sun

Hosting Nursery Guest Growers Program Times/Dates
Orchids by Hausermann 1. Orchids Garden Centre & Nursery TBD
2N134 Addison Rd. 2. Orchid Trading Company
Villa Park, IL 60181 3. Ecuagane
(630) 543-6855 4. Micbethid Nursery

5.Fox Valley Orchids
Natt’s Orchids 1. Andy’s Orchids from California TBD
24645 W. 108 St 2. New Vision Orchids from Indiana
Naperville, IL 60564 3. New World Orchids from Michigan
(630) 904-0947 4. Ten Shin Gardens from Taiwan

-11-



Officers and Board Members

Officers (Terms of office are from July 1 until Jun e 30):

President Victor Lentini

773-763-6363 florchid@me.com

| 1% Vice President (Meetings/speakers)

Anne Puvalowski 224-699-9021 apuvalow@hotmail.com

2" Vice President (Home Show Chair)

Rose Matchen

847-587-6525 goldrosey@att.net

3" Vice President (Away show chair) Diane Mulkerin 312-742-2376 iosawaychair@gmail.com
Secretary (Recorder) Justine Bricheno 773-244-9488 justinebricheno@yahoo.com
Asst. Secretary (Newsletter Editor) Beth Engle 815-886-4953 10SOCeditor@gmail.com
Treasurer (Collects/disburses monies) Timothy Legant 773-266-3432 thi@speakeasy.net

Asst. Treasurer (Membership/ Dues) George Titterton 773-989-9044 getinteriors@juno.com
Immediate Past President Loren Pollock 847-219-0718 b rand@yahoo.com

Board Members (Terms of office expire June 30 of th

e year shown): |

Joe Dixler 2013 847-432-7708 jmd@dixler.net

Joan Goodman 2013 847-470-0469 joangoodman2002@yahoo.com
Ron Payeur 2014 574-247-1065 rpkpbp@earthlink.net

Open 2014

Katie Payeur 2015 574-247-1065 rpkpbp@earthlink.net

Open 2015

Kathleen Garness 2016 708-366-7584 kmdfinearts@comcast.net
Anne Nies (Technical Director) 2016 630-595-1891 anneknies@me.com

I0S Affiliations

http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org

http://www.a0s.org

http://www.orchiddigest.com
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Support Our Sponsors!
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