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WHO: ILLINOIS ORCHID SOCIETY
WHAT: MONTHLY MEETING, 12:30 pm
WHEN: JULY 17, 1993

WHERE: Chicago Botanic Garden

Glencoe

WORKSHOP: Cathy Bailey will talk about orchid
books and publications available to orchid hobby-
ists.

SPEAKER: Frank Fordyce started raising his first
cattleyas in 1945. He spent 17 1/2 years working at
Stewart Orchids. Frank introduced meristeming of
orchids as a representative of Vacherot & Lecoufle
of France. Later he became the orchid manager at
Rod McClellan. For well over 12 years he has been
owner of Fordyce Orchids in Livermore, California,
and is known as the grandfather of mini-catt's. His
program "Cattleyas Talk to You, Listen With
Your Eyes" promises to be informative. Frank
welcomes you to bring any problem cattleya plants
in for discussion. He will bring plants for sale
including seedlings from the collection of recently
deceased Raymond Burr of Perry Mason fame.

ORCHID DOCTOR: Pat Kralik will take the role
of the orchid doctor.

Please have your plants in place for judging by
12:30 pm. Plants for the sales table can be dropped
off anytime.

REFRESHMENTS: Please mark your calendar
now to get or bake some goodies for this meeting. It
it's still hot, some fresh fruit would do nicely, too.

JULY, 1994

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Sherry Maloney
708/498-0249

As I write this in June, we are sweltering in 90-degree days.
If this keeps up, I'll be asking for recipes for fried orchids in
next month's newsletter. If you haven't tried using Cloud
Cover yet, now might be a good time. It is an antidesiccant
that is sprayed on the leaves to slow down moisture loss.
I've also discovered that most creepy-crawlies don't care for
the taste. (All this I learned by hanging around Laima
Sahagian a few years ago).

First things first. I have to take a little space to
thank all the "Phal donors". Due to your generosity, my
daughter's weddirig was absolutely gorgeous. To the rest of
the membership, [ promise this is the last you will hear of
wedding or grandchild (well, maybe not the last about the
grandchild). In my travels I not only picked up phals, but
also some neat tidbits of information. Maggie Kuntz has a
little plant (given to her by Carol Cloud) which attracts and
destroys fungus gnats. Unfortunately, in my bemused state I
neglected to commit the name to memory. (It's a wort of
some kind.) So you'll have to see Maggie or Carol for more
info. Since I grow under lights in the house and have
always had a problem with fungus gnats, this non-toxic
remedy sounds great! This is the kind of information I
would like to see more of our members sharing--nothing
earth-shaking but useful. You may take for granted some of
the "tricks" you use, but it may be something entirely new to
most of the membership. In the Batavia newsletter a couple
of months ago was a tip from Suki Kroeber (who is also an
I0S member) about using the little kitchen tool for extract-
ing olives to extract seedlings from a flask. How about it?
What have you got to share?

Now is my chance to see if the Board members
really do read my little epistles. At the last Board meeting
we neglected to set a date for the July meeting. Using the
power of the office, I have arbitrarily set the next meeting
for Monday, July 18, 7:30 pm. Heddi Schellbach has
graciously offered to be our hostess. The meetings, by the
way, are open to any members who would like to attend.

Last, but not least, some dates to keep in mind. Of
course, you don't want to miss the picnic at Oak Hill on
August 21. The Pigors always make us feel so welcome.

There will be no excuse for saying "[ didn't know
when it was" concerning our shows for 1995. The Mid-
America Congress has okayed the dates of March 4-5 for
our Spring Show and October 7-8 for the Fall Mini Show.
These dates are a little different from our usual time frame
so put them on your calendar now.

One last thought, we have agreed to host the Mid-
America Congress in the spring of 1997. This year we will
begin planning (Yes, Virginia, it does take two years to plan
a Mid-America). This is a giant undertaking that needs as
much 'audience participation' as we can get, so start decid-
ing where your strengths lie and get ready to pitch in.







